
April May 2024

Published by Garsington Parish Council       www.garsingtonparish.org

Garsington Newsletter



Page 2

GARSINGTON VOLUNTARY DRIVERS
Do you  need a little extra help to get to

medical appointments?or to village events?
Do you have a temporary or permanent disability which

makes using  public transport difficult?

Phone 07825 085550
Monday to Friday

and leave a message, we will call you back.

We charge 45p per mile for the cost of the fuel.  
(For example, a return journey to the John Radcliffe hospital is £4.95)

Local village trips are £1

Please give as much notice as possible for us to find a driver, at least 48 hours
Enquiries to Fiona Rix, 01865 361266 fionarix2@gmail.com

We always welcome new drivers

Garsington Good Neighbours
Do you need a hand with changing that light bulb, checking if that wonky
table leg can be fixed, fixing that squeaky gate? We are volunteers in

Garsington who are willing to help with light tasks in the home or garden.
We will do occasional shopping or just come and say hello.

Telephone 07487 680507
Please join us for Tea in the Village Hall.  

Everyone is welcome
2.30pm on the second Tuesday of the month.

We charge £2 for the tea and cake
If you would like to come and need a lift please phone us

Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 or email janekay@mac.com
New volunteers always welcome
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Chairman’s Remarks
Chelgate, the reputation and relationship management
consultants to the Northfield developers are planning a
public session in the Garsington Village Hall in mid-May to
update the village on their plans. They expect to issue fur-
ther details nearer the time.
The developer`s indicative timetable at the moment (al-
though I realise there have been many of these) is to sub-
mit the outline principles of the development, a
masterplan, to the SODC planning Committee in July. This
will be followed by a process of public consultation and
workshops at which people may be able to have their say
in August and September. Following a decision by SODC on
this masterplan there will then be further more detailed
planning applications for individual sections of the site. It
was indicated at a recent meeting with the developers that
that the site could be constructed progressively over a pe-
riod of twenty years.
The parish council has access to a modest financial reserve
called the Community Infrastructure Levy and at the
March meeting of the PC it was decided that our priorities
for the expenditure of these monies were
1) A footpath at the top of Pettiwell, where there is no
pavement
2) A footpath from North Manor to the playground in
the Memorial Field and
3) Railings to enhance safety when walking from The
Hill into the Village Hall.
A number of people have raised concerns about the ab-
sence of parking for users to the Village Hall and specifi-
cally in the road without a name between Pettiwell and
The Green. In order to address this problem we are trying
to arrange for there to be parking restrictions on this road
to prohibit people from parking there permanently or all
day. We are also going to refer to this road as Plough Lane
in future.
Christopher Wright
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Garsington School News

This is the news from Garsington Primary school and we are the Red
Kite reporters.
Our names are  Cerys, Elvie and Eloise and we are going to tell you
about life at our school.
Ms d’Archambaud, our headteacher, has asked us some questions.
What have you been enjoying in class?
We are so excited as we have just got two Guinea Pigs! Their names are
Thor and Loki. We really enjoy the responsibility of looking after them
and our classroom is now much quieter as we don’t want to upset
them with any noise.
In Design and Technology we have been making moving toys that may
jump or go round and round. We have designed these, made them and
then we will evaluate how well they work.
This term our topic is Rainforests. We went on a school trip to the Liv-
ing Rainforest. It was very hot because this is the climate that suits the
animals in the rainforest. We saw a bird that when it eats berries the
feathers change to that colour to blend in and survive. We found out
about the Blue Dotted stingray which sadly is nearly extinct. We loved
the Poison Dart frogs. These are born in the forest canopy but live their
life on the forest floor. The brighter the colour of these frogs, the more
deadly they are. 
In English we have been writing about the risk to rainforests and plan
to send our concerns to the Prime Minister.
What events have happened in school recently?



Page 5

We really enjoyed the glow disco organised by our parents. We dressed
up and played games like musical bumps and statues. We also had a
dance competition and a best costume parade.
A few weeks ago some of the year 5 and 6 pupils went to Sportshall Ath-
letics at Wheatley Park school. Garsington won and went through to the
final where we came 6th out of over 20 schools. We were really proud
of our teamwork and determination. The events included obstacle
races, relay, over and under and jumping.
We recently entered Strictly Dance Oxford. We learned how to Jive and
Tango and wore very sparkly gold dresses. We performed in front of a
large audience at a theatre. It was really good fun.
On World Book Day everyone dressed up as their favourite book charac-
ter. We read to each other and found out why we loved different books.
At our Breakfast Cafe last week the year 6 pupils served a very yummy
breakfast of croissants, pain au chocolat, hot drinks and juice. It was a
good way to start the day. This was also Red Nose Day and our charity
reps organised a Red Nose day treasure hunt and a penalty shoot out.
We raised over £200.
What are you looking forward to this term?
Easter! We will be having an Easter Egg Hunt with the Easter bunny, a
Spring hat parade and also an Easter Egg hunt around the village.
Why should families choose our school?
We try to always show kindness to each other and follow the Red Kite
values. We help everyone to flourish with their learning and make the
school a happy place to be.
If you are looking for a school place, we sometimes have spaces so do
get in contact for a tour of the school. You can get in touch with our
headteacher by emailing her at zdarchambaud@garsingtonprimary.org
or phoning 01865 361263
Are you interested in volunteering in our school? Do get in touch if you
are interested.
Written by  Year 5 Red Kite Reporters
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SPRINGTIME.

The days are warm and fragrant,
Gentle rain falls, and across the valley,

sunbeams glint on fresh green
blades of corn.

Shades of yellow and gold primroses
and celandines abound.

Scented white violets grow on mossy banks,
in quiet country lanes.

Tranquil streams, and swallows swooping 
low to catch their prey. 

A kestrel hovers, and a skylark soars and sings
unseen above the fields.

Buds unfold, and tendrils, pale green reach
upwards all around us.

Life begins anew.
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LOOKING FOR THE  
RIGHT PLACE FOR  
YOUR BUSINESS?
Where people and the planet matter.   

Serviced Offices | Business Units | Meeting Rooms | Hot Desks | Virtual Support

Monument Park, Chalgrove OX44 7RW 
01865 893200  |  hello@jennings.co.uk  |  jennings.co.uk

        
     April & May at Waterperry 

 

The Big Easter Bunny Hunt 31st March – 14th April Join the Big 
Easter Bunny Hunt around the ornamental gardens. £3.95 per child with a prize! (Children 
must be accompanied by an adult for whom the normal garden entrance fee applies). 
Fritillary Season See the county flower of Oxfordshire in all its native splendour  
as it flowers throughout April in our wildflower meadow and riverside walk. Normal garden 
entrance fee applies - £11.50 per adult. 
Gnometastic 25th May – 2nd June Half-term fun - help the gnomes who 
have forgotten their names. £3.95 per child with a prize (children must be accompanied by 
an adult for whom the normal garden entrance fee applies). 
Waterperry Saxifraga Day 25th May, 10am till 4pm  
Visit Waterperry Gardens to see the largest collection of Saxifraga in the UK. 
 

Whether you are new to gardening or have a passion for plants, pruning,  
or crafts, we have a host of one-day courses for you – for more details visit: 
 

www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
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Garsington Senior Citizens
I hope you are all well and looking forward to better
weather, we are at the club as we have booked our
outings for the coming summer.
The first trip is in May and then once a month. We
are going to Poole, Bournemouth, Portsmouth, and
Chichester.
We are also arranging a Christmas shopping trip to
Southampton. 
If anyone is interested then please contact us at
Garsington Social Club, we meet on every 1st and
3rd Tuesday each month.  If anyone would like to
join us you would be most welcome.

Janet Greenway  (acting secretary)

Garsington Players Summer Production 2024
This year the Players will be staging Lady Windermere’s Fan
by Oscar Wilde. The show will run from Thursday July 4th-
Saturday July 6th at Garsington Manor. It will be directed by
Kate Lockey and Jonathan Kay and will be produced by
Marie Holmes.
We will be auditioning for the play at two read through ses-
sions in Garsington Village Hall on Sunday 21st April at 7pm
and Thursday 25th April at 7:30 pm.
We welcome new members of all ages over 18, both on
stage and behind the scenes. If you think you would be in-
terested in taking part, please contact Marie Holmes at
marieholmes24@btinternet.com or join us at one of the
read through sessions, where we look forward to seeing
you.
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St Mary’s Garsington PCC Treasurer’s Report 2023.

Many thanks to all the villagers that continued to support
the Church over 2023. The full accounts for the year will be
adopted at the APCM, c10.45am on 28th April after our
Breakfast discussion Service – all very welcome.
St Mary's Garsington had a stable year financially, seeing the
full-year benefit of the previous year's Generous Giving cam-
paign, services and activities continuing largely as per the
normal pattern.
The General Account showed a small surplus of £36, benefit-
ting from a generous legacy of £4,000 which covered the un-
derlying deficit. We once again paid our full Parish Share of
£23k and other costs were generally held, apart from Elec-
tricity which rose considerably, as expected. Special collec-
tions / events mainly funded donations to Asylum Welcome,
Christian Aid and Bibles for Garsington School. The General
Account balance stands at £20k.
The Fabric Account would have shown a deficit of c£3k had it
not been for the very welcome share of the profit from the
very successful Fete, which was shared with the School Expe-
rience Fund. This and the Christmas Concert donation led to
a surplus on the fund of £1,032, but with a commitment to
support the church improvement plans from the fund, which
stands at £32k. There is now a Fabric Sub-Group with mem-
bers of the PCC and Fete Committee to oversee the prioriti-
sation of fabric / reordering works from the fund (e.g. repairs
to the flooring and porch will cost c£10k+ each). 
The majority of regular donors now use the Parish Giving
Scheme, which is very good as it significantly helps improve
the cash-flow and simplifies the accounting process, for
which I personally am very grateful! The Scheme is now also
set up to receive one-off donations too, again making the tax
reclaim simple and immediate.  
Overall, the church does continue to face a financial chal-
lenge, despite our income from our many generous regular
donors. This is predominantly due to meeting the Parish
Share (£25k for 2024) which accounts for 75% of expendi-
ture, but St. Mary's shares this position with many, if not
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most, rural parishes in Oxfordshire. The PCC will continue to
pay its full share while it can.
Richard
The table shows a summary of the total Income and Expendi-
ture in 2022.

"Happy Easter from the Revd Karen and from all at St Mary's
Church.  There is no 'From the Vicar' in this edition, as we wanted
to update you on our plans to enhance the seating inside church.
see p 18”
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The biennial Dorchester-on-Thames Festival is one of Oxfordshire’s
leading Festivals and is based in and around the stunning location of
Dorchester Abbey. The Dorchester Festival takes place this Spring,
3rd – 12th May, with an amazing collection of over 50 events packed
into just 10 days at Dorchester Abbey. 
Since 2005 the Festival has regularly attracted over 3,000 people
each year, from serious followers of the arts to schools, families and
children of all ages and has raised significant profile and £250,000 for
Dorchester Abbey and local charities. 
In 2024 we are partnering with wonderful local charity Restore, who
support individuals to live with increased freedom from the con-
straints of mental ill health, through therapeutic activity, coaching
and learning.
Highlights in 2024 include the return of world class classical group
The Tallis Scholars, the BBC Elstree Concert Band, the now legendary
abseil down the abbey’s 100ft tower, cookery workshops by top
chefs, comedy, folk and jazz nights, a gift and food fair, and even a
duck race. Restore will be adding its own activities focused on mental
health and well-being.
https://dorchesterfestival.com 
Dorchester Festival was started in 2005 following a major restoration
of Dorchester Abbey. It was initially a way of encouraging new people
into the building and showing the potential of the Abbey as a venue
for booking a variety of events.
Over the years it has become a major community event, offering op-
portunities to members of the community to perform and create and
also to experience big professional arts events that would not nor-
mally be available on their doorstep in rural South Oxfordshire
It is entirely run by volunteers who take roles organising events, tak-
ing tickets or simply pouring tea!
We raise money across the Festival as a whole, and share our profits

https://dorchesterfestival.com
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equally between Dorchester Abbey and a different local charity every
time.

John Howell MP writes...

Issues around the environment are never far away. As I write this
month it’s The Big Plastic Count. I’m joining lots of people across
the country counting the single use plastic that I use this week. It
will be interesting to see the data for this year to see how we are
doing in moving away from single use plastics.  Since the introduc-
tion of the Resources and Waste Strategy for England in 2018 sig-
nificant progress has been made, including a ban on microbeads
and restricting the supply of plastic straws, drink stirrers, plastic-
stemmed cotton buds, plastic plates, trays, bowls, cutlery, balloon
sticks and certain types of polystyrene cups and food containers. 
Another concern raised with me recently is for our hedgerows
which are an important part of our landscape. There are schemes
to encourage farmers to maintain and restore existing hedgerows,
while also planting more. Defra is also supporting farmers in as-
sessing the condition of hedgerows, and to manage them in a way
that will work for wildlife and improve biodiversity.  There are also
plans in progress for domestic hedgerow regulations which will
protect nesting birds in the season.
Another area which I know is of interest to constituents is the
growing dependence on new technology and the risk of alienation
that this can lead to for some people. We live in an increasingly
online world and it is not going to change. This means that digital
skills are important - from the basics that people need to make the
most of online connectivity, to the skills needed in every job, to
the high-level skills for the growing number of specialist jobs in
the economy. The Government is committed to helping those who
need support to acquire basic digital skills and is also working to
remove barriers. This is all part of its broader strategy to reduce
digital exclusion and very welcome.
As always I am interested to know the issues that concern con-
stituents. The best way to contact me is via email:
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Lunch Club

Our monthly Lunch Clubs are held in the Village Hall, please note
they are on the first Wednesday of the month except for January
(no Lunch Club) and this includes the 1st if it falls on the first
Wednesday. 
If you are unable to attend and you do normally, then please let us
know by Monday morning at the latest prior to the Wednesday
Lunch Club. We understand that sometimes an emergency oc-
curs, and you cannot do this, however, to avoid over catering
please let us know if you can.
Contact:  Eileen on 01865 361639 or Judy on 01865 343563

Dates for Lunch Club
Wednesday 3rd April 2024 in the Village Hall at 12.30pm
Wednesday 1st May 2024 in the Village Hall at 12:30pm
Currently we are unable to invite new people to join, but we would
still like to hear from you if you are interested in joining us when
we do have space.  Contact Eileen on 01865 361639. We some-
times have space at short notice and if we have your details we
can contact you.
Lunch Club currently costs £5 for a two-course meal.
Eileen, Judy and Nan
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Friday Cafe

Friday Café will take place at St Mary’s on Friday 19th April
and Friday 17th May 2024, between 10am – 12noon. Please
come for tea/coffee/cake for a small donation of 50p. We look
forward to seeing you.
If you are a Mum or Dad, Grandparent or Carer looking after
pre-school children, please join us.  There is a small children’s
play area in the church.  
Transport within the village to Friday Café can be arranged,
please contact Eileen on 01865 361639.
If, for any reason we need to cancel we will contact you. 

Eileen and all the helpers

Pilates in the village Hall

Every Tuesday at 9:45 am in the village hall there is a  
pilates class.  
Becky Alan teaches the classes and you can book through
her website
https://beckyalan.myfitnessclass.com 
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Left to right - 
Mavis Griffiths - VP, Jen Alsop - Treas,, Martha Griffiths Pres,, Angela Prescott Secty

GARSINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

We had a wonderful lunch at The Manor Pub to celebrate our
95th birthday in February, and we followed that with a fun
night at our birthday meeting with Nancy Pugliese of Yoga
Confetti leading us in a chair yoga taster session. 
We held our Annual General Meeting and elections in March.
Our elected Officers and Committee members for the 2024-
25 membership year are: President – Martha S.J. Griffiths,
Vice President – Mavis Griffiths, Secretary – Angela Marriott,
Treasurer – Jen Alsop, and members Ginny Baker, Elizabeth
Bowler, and Judy Eden.
Our craft group responded to a request for pairs of small
stuffed hearts to be given to patients and their loved ones by
the Cardiac-Thoracic Critical Care Unit at the John Radcliffe
Hospital. We were able to deliver 40 pairs of hearts to the
CTCCU. We also delivered another batch of handmade baby
hats and cardigans to the SSNAP Unit, which is one of our on-
going charity projects.
We’re kicking off our new membership year 

Wednesday 10th April at 7:30 pm with “Making the Most of
Your Personal Possessions with Creative Ideas and Practical 
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Tips for Your Stuff,” with Jane Fletcher, just in time for a
spring clean of the clutter. 
Our meeting on Wednesday 8th May at 7:30 pm will be a
talk about “Those Extraordinary Things We Say” with Jen-
nifer Cowling. If you’ve ever wondered how some figures of
speech came to be, come along and find out.  
Our next two WI Book Group meetings will be Tuesday, 16th
April and Tuesday, 21st May at 10:30 am. The Book Group
meets at the Mill View Nursery café in Wheatley. 
Our craft-and-chat group, “Ripping Yarns,” will meet on
Wednesday, 24th April and Wednesday 22nd May at 10:00
am at the Bowler residence, Hillside on Elm Drive. Call or
email for directions. Some of us knit and stitch, and some
come along for the chat. We have a cuppa and share stories
as well as stitches, hence the name Ripping Yarns.

WHY NOT TRY THE WI? Our annual membership subscrip-
tion is a low £38 for the year, and we have room for new
members. Our regular meetings are held on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall. Visi-
tors are charged £5 for admission, which includes refresh-
ments, so you can “try before you buy,” if you’re not certain,
and we allow 3 visits before we ask you to formally join.
We can usually help with transportation to meetings, if
needed. For more information about the Garsington WI,
please contact Martha at 01865 361730 or msjgriffiths@bt-
internet.com, or our Secretary, Angela, at 01865 361530 or
amgars@gmail.com.
Martha S.J. Griffiths, President
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The Garsington Society

Please consider joining the society, it really helps us if we
can demonstrate a strong membership when we are voicing
objections to green belt incursions.

To join (annual subscription £5/person) - Pay by bank trans-
fer online to Santander bank 
Sort Code 09-01-52 Account Number 31498802
Account name: The Garsington Society

Give your surnames as reference (+ first name initials if pay-
ing for several members with the same surname), then
email Angharad Jeffery (angharadrichard@yahoo.com) that
you have paid, with the names/s / email address(es) of all
members covered so everyone can be emailed with up-
dates.

Forthcoming Events
The Quiz Friday 17th May at Garsington Primary School 7pm
for 7.30 start.  Gary Leahy will again plumb the depths of
your knowledge (bone up on Liverpool).  Bring your own re-
freshments.  Contact Ann Sharpley
(annl.sharpley@gmail.com) to reserve a table for your team.

Roger Heath-Brown will lead another Wildflower Walk on
the afternoon of Sunday 2nd of June
We'll contact members via the GarSoc mailing list with fur-
ther details soon. Put a note in your diary, numbers are usu-
ally limited to 20 or so, and demand is high.

The (Almost Midsummer) Barn Dance Saturday 15th June
The Great Barn, Garsington Manor
Doors will open 7pm and The Banana Band will call the
dance from 8pm.  Food will be included in the ticket price, a
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choice of meat or vegetarian.  The bar will be open from
7pm (pay as you go).

Ticket sales are limited to 100, the Barn will not accommo-
date more!
Tickets will be £12 per person (under 16 years £8) 
Reserve your ticket(s) ASAP by contacting Lorna or Stefania,
and leave your contact details
Lorna Stevenson (lorna_now@yahoo.co.uk) (01865 361671) 
Stefania Cavaliere (stefania_cav@yahoo.it)  (07952 939512)

Recent Events
Seventy guests enjoyed a light hearted Wine Bluff in the vil-
lage hall in March. The gold star for top marks was awarded
to Ann E., the rest of us will no doubt keep practising. Thanks
to Barbara Catherine and Roger for the eloquent falsehoods
and to Ann S and helpers for keeping the evening flowing.

February talk on AI is reported on p 20.  

Mike Hardwick 20 March 2024

Update on St Mary’s Church seating

In recent months, a small group of villagers have been meet-
ing with members of the PCC to explore options to improve
the interior and exterior of St Mary’s Church. We have been
exploring possible improvements to the seating, to increase
the flexibility of the very impressive space we have within St
Mary’s.

A few years ago, some damaged and unused pews were re-
moved, some of which were purchased by villagers. We have
been considering whether we could further reduce the num-
ber of pews. Many rural churches in Oxfordshire and beyond
have already replaced pews with chairs. For St Mary’s, it
could contribute to encouraging more people to come into
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the building, and providing potential additional sources of in-
come.

After the highly successful popular music event in Church in
December, we reconfigured the layout of some pews and
chairs.  The shortest pews have been moved to the middle
section of the church, either side of the central aisle, with
some chairs alongside. The longer pews,  have been moved
to the side and back of the Church. So far, we have received
a lot of positive feedback. We would therefore like to reduce
the number of pews. One option could be to remove all the
longer pews, leaving just the twelve shorter ones in the cen-
tral section, as currently laid out.  

In the short term, we hope to upgrade the current brown
chairs at very low or no cost, before eventually replacing
these with stackable wooden chairs, more in fitting with an
older church. This final step would require fund-raising, pos-
sibly including the option of villagers sponsoring a chair and
having a small plaque with their name or other commemora-
tion placed on it. The wooden chairs would be aesthetically
pleasing, and comfortable, and would complement and en-
hance the internal appearance of the Church. We are eager
to ensure that the capacity is not significantly reduced by the
replacement of some pews with more flexible seating.

We hope to complete repairs to the porch and floor this
summer, which would then enable us to plan and implement
improvements to seating. This would require formal applica-
tions and permissions.  Please do have a look inside the
church, and let us know your thoughts on seating and other
possible improvements to the church interior.  You can con-
tact the Vicar by email: rev.karen.charman@gmail.com or
speak to any PCC member.  We look forward to hearing from
you.  Thank you.  
Revd Karen, the Fabric Committee, and St Mary’s PCC.
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The Owl and the Pussycat.
AI GENERATED ART A historical and evolution overview.

A talk to the Garsington Society

On a wet February evening, a sizable crowd gathered in the village
hall for the event. Before the talk started, the audience witnessed
a brief demonstration utilising a small robotic vacuum cleaner
with coloured pens attached. The robot once moving drew its ran-
dom and constrained movements on the paper it was placed on. 
The audience were then taken through the brief and short history
of AI Art, illuminated with numerous creations sourced from spe-
cialist AI Art interest groups.
Creations are generated on various AI Art application platforms,
predominantly by ‘text to image’. This is where a list of descriptive
terms are used to describe the creation envisaged. They are fed
into an algorithmic model, and within seconds a creation is pro-
duced. This can be undertaken on either a laptop, tablet or even a
smart phone.
The audience were then invited to suggest prompts to create their
own creation live on screen. These followed the simple maxim of
SUBJECT, SUBSUBJECT, ARTISTIC STYLE, MEDIUM, DESCRIPTIVE
TERMS.
In order, the audience called out the following - seascape, boat,
storm, cubism, mosaic, deep dark colours, uplifting, cat and owl in
a boat.

The algorithmic model, Stable Diffusion SDXL 1.0 was selected
and a batch of four Owl and the Pussycat images appeared on the
screen. The best of that batch was then evolved further culminat-
ing in the creation that now adorns the cover of this newsletter.
The evening culminated in extensive questioning by the audience.
More of my AI Generated Art creations will be exhibited during
Oxfordshire’s Artweeks in the Oxford Brewery Tap in Horspath.
Site 336. May 16-19 and 23-27.
Tony Wyer
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Yoga Classes  
at the 

 Garsington Village Hall 
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FFromrrorom 66.6.36.306.30pmppm -- 77.7.37.307.30p7.30pm7.30pm 

 
 

 
 

 
 

*every second Wednesday from 5:45pm-6:45 pm 

 
 

Please confirm your space by contacting Nancy on 07792092882. For 
more information, please visit www.yogaconfetti.com. 
 
 

 

Helen is an Oxfordshire Photographer who specialists in pet, maternity and family
photography. She will meet you in an outdoor location within the county and will cap-
ture beautiful images that will look stunning on a wall in your home and provide you
with everlasting memories. 
Step 1: Contact Helen and we can chat
Step 2: The session happens
Step 3: Pick your photos 
Step 4: Receive and enjoy your photographs and wall art
www.helencarterphotography.co.uk/pets
@helen_carter_photography
Email: helen@helencarterphotography.co.uk 
Mobile: 07828153078

WASPS & ALL INSECTS
RATS, MICE, MOLES

& SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE
MARK DEARLOVE

07446377816
(01865) 400141

info@pestwizards.co.uk
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LOCAL INFORMATION
PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Cllr Chris Wright Tel: 01865 361206

chris@cawright.co.uk
Vice Chairman: Cllr Matthew Dovey Tel: 01865 601279

m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Members: Cllr Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208

rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam Tel: 01865 361349

paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Anne Eastwood Tel: 01865 361205

Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Claire Green Tel: 07761 529741

clairergreen@live.co.uk
Cllr Judith Westgate Tel: 07812813129

jw@judithwestgate.plus.com  
Cllr Adrian Townsend Tel:01865 361223

hidip@aol.com
Cllr Ian Ashley Tel: 01865 361154

Ian.garsingtonpc@outlook.com

Parish Clerk: Elaine Small 151 Normandy Cres OX4 2TN
garsingtonparishclerk@gmail.com

                                                                        Tel: 07907 199171
Newsletter Editor: Judy Westgate 71 Wheatley Road Garsington OX44 9ER

jw@judithwestgate.plus.com 
                                                                        Tel: 07812813129
County Cllr:    Cllr Robin Bennett robin.bennett@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Cllr: Cllr Sam James-Lawrie sam.james-lawrie@southoxon.gov.uk
Garsington C.E. Primary School Tel: 01865 361263

Office@garsingtonprimary.org
St Mary’s Church
Rector Karen Charman rev.karen.charman@gmail.com 

Tel: 01865 361146
Village Hall Marie Holmes Tel: 01865 361200

Sports and Social Club   Rob Jeffery        Tel: 01865 368022
Missing bin collection Tel: 03000 610610
Burial Ground Manager Sonia Hill            s.hill15@btinternet.com 
Garsington Society Ann sharpley annl.sharpley@gmail.com
Senior Citizens Lorrie 01865361235

Women’s Institute Martha Griffiths Tel: 01865361730 President
msjgriffiths@btinternet.com 
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EVENTS DIARY April/May

April
Tues 2nd Senior Citizens S&SC 2:00pm
Wed 3rd Lunch Club Village Hall 12:30
Sun 7th Benefice Communion St Mary’s 10:00am
Mon 8th Parish Council meeting Village Hall 7:30pm
Tues 9th Good Neighbours Tea and Cakes Village Hall 2:30pm
Wed 10th WI Village Hall 7:30pm
Sun 14th Parish Communion St Mary’s 09:30
Tues16th     Senior Citizens S&SC 2:00pm
Fri 19th Friday Cafe St Mary’s 10:00-12:00 noon
Sun 21st Parish Communion  St Mary’s 9:30am
Sun 28th Breakfast Discussion  St Mary’s  09:30am then APCM

May
Wed 1st Lunch Club Village Hall 12:30
Sun 5th       Parish Communion  St Mary’s 09:30am
Tues 7th Senior Citizens S&SC 2:00pm
Wed 8th WI  Village Hall 7:30pm
Sun 12th Parish Communion St Mary’s 09:30am
Mon 13th Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 7:30pm
Tues 14th Good Neighbours Tea/Cakes Village Hall 2:30pm
Fri 17th Friday Cafe St Mary’s 10:00-12:00 noon
Sun 19th Parish Communion  5th Lent St Mary’s 09:30
Tues 21st Senior Citizens S&SC 2:00pm
Wed 22nd Last Date for contributions to newsletter June/July
Sun 26th Breakfast discussion St Mary’s 09:30

Front Cover photo -  Tony Wyer from his talk on AI at Garsington So-
ciety Feb 2024
Please send me any photos you think would be suitable for the front
cover - jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
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Oxford St Aldates stop G4 0715 0820 0955 1055 1210 1310 1400 1545 1725 1845
Cowley Road Shelley Road 0724 0832 1005 1105 1220 1320 1418 1603 1740 1855
Cowley Templars Square stop C 0735 0841 1012 1112 1227 1327 1430 1615 1750 1902
Cowley Lidl 0625 0742 0850 1020 1120 1235 1335 1437 1622 1757 1907
Garsington Village Hall 0630 0747 0855 1025 1125 1240 1340 1442 1628 1803 1912
Chiselhampton The Coach and Horses 0636 0753 0901 1031 1131 1246 1346 1448 1635 1810 1918
Stadhampton School Lane 0638 0755 0903 1033 1133 1248 1348 1450 1637 1812 1920
Chalgrove The Red Lion 0644 0801 0910 1040 1140 1255 1355 1457 1645 1818 1926
Chalgrove Fairfax Road 0645 0802 0912 1042 1142 1257 1357 1459 1647 1820 1927
Watlington Library 0655 0814 0923 1053 1153 1408 1511 1659 1832 1936

towards Watlington
via Garsington, Stadhampton & Chalgrove

Mondays to Fridays (except Public Holidays)

11

Oxford St Aldates stop G4 0915 1045 1145 1315 1415 1545 1645 1800
Cowley Road Shelley Road 0925 1055 1155 1325 1425 1555 1655 1810
Cowley Templars Square stop C 0830 0932 1102 1202 1332 1432 1602 1702 1820
Cowley Lidl 0720 0840 0940 1110 1210 1340 1440 1610 1710 1825
Garsington Village Hall 0725 0845 0945 1115 1215 1345 1445 1615 1715 1830
Chiselhampton The Coach and Horses 0731 0851 0951 1121 1221 1351 1451 1621 1721 1836
Stadhampton School Lane 0733 0853 0953 1123 1223 1353 1453 1623 1723 1838
Chalgrove The Red Lion 0740 0900 1000 1130 1230 1400 1500 1630 1730 1844
Chalgrove Fairfax Road 0741 0902 1002 1132 1232 1402 1502 1632 1732 1845
Watlington Library 0751 0913 1013 1143 1243 1413 1513 1633 1743 1855

Saturdays

0925 1145 1455 1705
0935 1155 1505 1715
0941 1201 1511 1721
0946 1206 1516 1726
0951 1211 1521 1731
0957 1217 1527 1737
0959 1219 1529 1739
1005 1225 1535 1745
1007 1227 1537 1747
1016 1236 1546 1756

Sundays & Public Holidays

Watlington Library 0600 0700 0825 0930 1100 1200 1415 1525 1710 1840
Chalgrove Fairfax Road 0609 0709 0835 0940 1110 1210 1300 1425 1535 1720 1849
Chalgrove The Red Lion 0610 0711 0837 0942 1112 1212 1302 1427 1537 1722 1850
Stadhampton School Lane 0616 0717 0844 0949 1119 1219 1309 1434 1544 1730 1856
Chiselhampton The Coach and Horses 0618 0720 0846 0951 1121 1221 1311 1436 1546 1732 1858
Garsington Village Hall 0625 0728 0853 0958 1128 1228 1318 1443 1553 1739 1904
Cowley Lidl 0631 0734 0859 1005 1135 1235 1325 1450 1600 1746 1909
Cowley Templars Square stop A 0640 0745 0910 1015 1145 1245 1335 1500 1610 1800 1915
Cowley Road Shelley Road 0645 0756 0921 1019 1149 1249 1339 1509 1619 1809
Oxford Speedwell Street 0658 0810 0940 1030 1200 1300 1350 1525 1635 1824

towards Oxford City
via Chalgrove, Stadhampton & Garsington

Mondays to Fridays (except Public Holidays)

11

Watlington Library 0755 0920 1020 1150 1250 1420 1520 1640 1750 1900
Chalgrove Fairfax Road 0805 0930 1030 1200 1300 1430 1530 1650 1800 1910
Chalgrove The Red Lion 0807 0932 1032 1202 1302 1432 1532 1652 1802 1911
Stadhampton School Lane 0813 0939 1039 1209 1309 1439 1539 1659 1809 1917
Chiselhampton The Coach and Horses 0815 0941 1041 1211 1311 1441 1541 1701 1811 1919
Garsington Village Hall 0821 0948 1048 1218 1318 1448 1548 1708 1818 1925
Cowley Lidl 0827 0955 1055 1225 1325 1455 1555 1715 1825 1930
Cowley Templars Square stop A 0835 1005 1105 1235 1335 1505 1605 1725 1835 1938
Cowley Road Shelley Road 0839 1009 1109 1239 1339 1509 1609 1729 1839
Oxford Speedwell Street 0848 1020 1120 1250 1350 1520 1620 1742 1850

Saturdays

0828 1025 1245 1555 1800
0837 1034 1254 1604 1809
0839 1036 1256 1606 1811
0845 1043 1303 1613 1817
0847 1045 1305 1615 1819
0853 1051 1311 1621 1825
0858 1056 1316 1626 1830
0903 1102 1322 1632 1835
0907 1106 1636
0917 1116 1646

Sundays & Public Holidays
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FOR YOUR FAMILY’S CHIROPRACTIC HEALTH 

We can help you by relieving 
 Back or neck pain
 Headache, including migraine
 Other joint and musculoskeletal problems

Chiropractors Charlotte Chesson BSc DC MMCA 

Garsington House 
38-40 Oxford Road
Garsington
OX44 9AB

      07941 266863

Easy parking 
Evening appointments 

Coral Adhyaru DC AMC FMCA       07880 852269

A multitude of varieties & colours 
of bedding, basket, border and 

patio plants all grown on the nursery

Autumn Season Sept - Nov • Open 7 days a week 10am - 5pm
142a Wantage Road, Wallingford, OX10 0LU.

01491 833 831  www.purelyplants.co.uk

Busy Baskets Nursery trading as:

Best selection of
Winter/Spring 

flowering Pansies

Basket & Container 
Planting Service



Page 26



Page 27

�������������������������
������������������������


������������������


Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need 
never do again.  EVER!!! 

We clean any oven, cooker, hob, extractor, 
microwave, BBQ 

Using non caustic and non toxic 
products in your home 

Prices start from as little as 
£35 for a single oven 

Agas and Rayburn priced according to size 
Call: 07749 597 627 or go on line: 

www. oven blitz. co. uk 
ovenblitz@googlemail.com 

Weekend appointments available

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
~NO FUSS~
~NO MESS~

~NO PROBLEM~

JEM CCHH II MMNNEEYY 
SSWWEEEEPPIINNGG

NO FUSS NO MESS NO PROBLEM

Oxford                   01865 772996
Stadhampton      01865 400244
Deddington         01869 337500
Mobile                   07711 443050

Fully Qualified Mobile Hairdresser
 

Professional hairdressing in the comfort of
your own home.

 
20 years experience

Book an appointment
 Mobile: 07977403775
Home: 01235 539245

Email: lynetteledger@hotmail.com

Strict covid policy

LYNETTE
LEDGER
M O B I L E  H A I R D R E S S I N G
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ALAN CLARK
For all Home
Maintenance Work
No job too small

Please give me a call

TEL: 01865 451227
MOB: 07896856011

Email
alan.clark23@ntlworld.com

YOUR LOCAL DIGNITY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Taking the greatest care

dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

S. & R. CHILDS

142 Oxford Road, Cowley
Oxford OX4 2EA
01865 714 007

1 Courtland Road, Rose Hill
Oxford OX4 4HZ
01865 772 780

69 London Road, Headington 
Oxford OX3 9AA
01865 427 272
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STEVE WILKINSON
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

- PLASTERING

- REPOINTING
BRICK & STONE

- PATIOS
- FENCING

TEL : 01865891554
MOB : 07885538514
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Wheatley Dental Practice
01865 873314

We are currently accepting 
new patients at our friendly local 

dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists or call

in for more details!
Tooth whitening and facial aesthetic

treatments available.
Catherine Peers BDS, 

Claudia Conde MClinDent Lond,
Dental Surgeons

Rachel Hyde, Julie Davies
Dental Hygienists

96 Church Road, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ 

Your local gas safe registered engineer

24 hour 
emergency 

call out

Mobile: 07894466025 or 07849116805
Email: ABCGasandPM@gmail.com

Website: www.ABCGasandPlumbing.co.uk
Landline: 01865 368731

40 Elm Drive, Garsington, OX44 9AQ

Boiler installations * Power flushing * Leaks *
Servicing * Domestic plumbing * Gas safety

checks * Renewables * Taps * Radiators

ABC Gas and Plumbing Limited

Voted Plumbing & Heating
engineer of the year 2023
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Morland House Surgery, Morland Close, Wheatley OX33 1DP
The usual surgery opening hours are Monday to Friday 8am to 6.30pm
Saturday mornings (excluding Bank Holiday weekends) 8am to 10.30am, for
prebooked consultations only.  
Enhanced access hours are offered outside these times, please speak to one of
the reception team on 01865 872448 for more information.
When the surgery is closed, please contact the Out of Hours service by phon-
ing 111
The NHS launched the Pharmacy First Service (PFS) on 31st January (see
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/pharmacies-gp-practices-and-appliance-contrac-
tors/dispensing-contractors-information/nhs-pharmacy-first-service-pfs ) Ap-
pointments can be booked directly with participating pharmacies for the
treatment of 7 common health conditions namely sinusitis, sore throat, ear-
ache, infected insect bite, impetigo, shingles, uncomplicated urinary tract in-
fections in women.
Pharmacists can offer advice to patients and supply NHS medicines where clin-
ically appropriate.  As an example, appointments with Wheatley Pharmacy can
be booked (often the same day) by phoning 01865 874047 or via the website
www.wheatleypharmacy.com/book
Group Consultation Clinics – We are excited to offer group clinics for certain
health conditions, currently menopause and diabetes. The benefits are many
including a more thorough examination of your condition, having your ques-
tions answered, sharing issues with others going through the same issues, and
spending longer with a GP. 
For a wealth of information and guidance on managing a vast number of
health conditions, symptoms, and treatment, please visit www.morland-
house.co.uk
Also on the website are details of the new rules relating to accessing your
medical records - see  https://tinyurl.com/3879mz6p

 

 



Page 32

Call 01865 747547 today to speak to one of our dedicated account managers

print@parchmentuk.com     www.parchmentuk.com
Printworks, Crescent Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2PB

Litho Print
Whatever you’re looking for, from letterheads to catalogues, brochures, leaflets, newsletters, folders, posters, mailers cards and more, we 
have the equipment, technical expertise and customer-focused attitude to help you get the job you need, when you need it, and at the most 
competitive price.

Large Format
Creating a good first impression is paramount when you are advertising your company. You really need to think BIG. When it comes to 
exhibitions, signage, and point of sale, no one does it better than Parchments.
From shop signs to exhibition stands, bespoke plinths to prize podiums, the list is endless. If you have a particular item you are looking for 
then please give us a call and we’ll help to find a solution.

Our services
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Digital Print / Mailing / Fulfilment
Our digital press allows us to print high quality manuals, brochures, booklets, leaflets, stationery and much more, in small quantities with 
super fast turnaround times. With our variable data software you also have the option to personalise items for mail outs etc.

Vehicle Graphics
Along with our high quality digital printed and cut graphics, our experienced team are providing effective brand awareness to vehicles no 
matter what  size the fleet. 
Whether it’s cut vinyl graphics or vehicle wrapping, we never underestimate the importance of good image when promoting your business on 
the road.

At Parchments you’ll find an energetic team, full 
of experience and ideas. Together we will assist 
you through the concept to completion of your 
project. All backed up with an in house facility to 
produce a wide range of products.
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Tythe Barn, Garsington – 2nd June 2024. 

Our ½ acre garden and 2.5 acre wild flower meadow
with our bee hive apiary will be open to the public to
visit on Sunday 2nd June 2024, 1.30 – 5pm. Children
and dogs on leads are very welcome. The garden is
accessible, and there are accessible parking spaces at
the house. All other parking is at Unipart 150 m away,
(drop off at the house is possible). Children will be of-
fered a wildlife quiz. Entry £4 adults, children free. 
Teas and cakes, as well as honey and preserves will be
on sale in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Art by Su Goddard will be on view and for sale in our
new Honey Barn. 
Address: Tythe Barn, Guydens Hamlet, Oxford Rd,
Garsington OX44 9AZ. 

https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/45416/tythe_
barn

https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/45416/tythe_barn
https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/45416/tythe_barn
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Japlene 
DDressmaDrDreDresDressDressmDressmakersDressmakDressmakeDressmakerDressmakers 

 
We can create an outfit for any occasion 

 whatever 
 your age, size or budget, including: 

 
Wedding and Bridesmaid Dresses 

Mother of the Bride 
Formal occasions 

Daywear   
 

We also make cushions and curtains, and 
 offer a full alteration service 

 
28 The Hill Garsington OX44 9DG 

Tel 01865 361225, Mob 07919453387 
 

www.japlene.com, www.japlene.co.uk 
e-mail: pollyhyde46@gmail.com 
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Headington: 01865 570 700    Marston: 01865 570 000     

www.homewoodfunerals.co.uk  

Sandra Homewood Darren Je�s Clare Hunter

e are a privately owned and managed family business with 
over 65 years experience. Our values are based on providing 

excellent service to our clients, transparency, fairness, good 
value and honesty.

Sandra, together with her principal funeral directors Darren 

clear pricing structure with a refreshingly modern approach.
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Hooper & Weston Ltd
Plumbing and Heating

Est 1981
Plumbing and Heating - Complete Central Heating Sys-
tems - Boiler Servicing and Installation - Unvented Hot

Water Systems - Complete Bathroom Installation in-
cluding Design - Disability and Mobility Bathrooms -

Kitchen Installations - All types of
Plumbing Work

8 Elizabeth Avenue, Abingdon Oxford OX14 2NP Tel. 01235 535079
email: info@hooperweston.co.uk
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Traditional values with a modern approach

Faringdon Offi ce
14a Market Place, Faringdon, Oxfordshire SN7 7HP

Telephone: 01367 244992

Oxford Offi ce
9 Knight Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 6HU

Telephone: 01865 426056

www.jacksonbrowningfunerals.co.uk

We are an established independent family run funeral directors. 
Dedicated to providing a good value, honest, caring and professional service. 

Arrangements made in the comfort of your own home.
Free Bereavement Support.

• Prepaid funeral plans

• Private chapel of rest

• Wide range of caskets, 
keepsakes & jewellery

• 24 Hour personal service

• Headstone & grave maintenance

• Bespoke & traditional services 
to suit all needs and requirements

gail@oxfordwillsandprobate.co.uk                01865 688309
www.oxfordwillsandprobate.co.uk

Gail and the Team oơer a friendly 
estate planning service

Living
Will

£ £
£

£

£

LPAWill

�  Standard Single Will - £199
�  Standard Mirror Wills - £299

�  Lasting Power of Attorney 
Property & Financial Aơairs - £325

�  Lasting Power of Attorney 
Health & Welfare - £325

�  Both Lasting Powers of Attorney - £500
�  Probate Assistance from - £1,200

�   Pre-paid Funerals Plans - from £1,700

Home vis
its 

no ex
tra 

charge!!

Oxford Wills & Probate
Part of Bicester Wills Ltd



Page 40

A D OUSLEY
Domestic and Commercial

ELECTRICIAN
All tpes of electrical installation work including test,  inspection

and certification

TEL: Adam on 01844 339793 Worminghall
Mobile 07976352293(9am-5:30pm)
Email: adousley01865@gmail.com
Registered member of the  NIC EIC
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SSTTEEVVEE
WWAASSHHIINNGGTTOONN

PPlluummbbiinngg
HHeeaattiinngg

LLeeaaddwwoorrkk SSppeecciiaalliisstt

FFrreeee EEssttiimmaatteess GGiivveenn

TT:: 0011886655 887733557777
MM:: 0077775599 778811779944

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI 
SERVICES

■ Aerials - repaired & supplied and poor reception solved

■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation

■ Internet / WiFi - black spots cured, internal & external data cabling 

■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk  
shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Oxford
01865 400141

Rob Jeffery
General Building Services

Your Local Builder
All exterior and interior works undertaken including
- Extensions
- Property renovations/improvements
- Garden landscaping
- Driveways
- Kitchen and bathroom installation
Including all wall and floor tiling
Qualified electricians and plumbers

used
Over 30 years experience

Approved constructor to National
Heritage

Free estimates given
Telephone - 01865 368022
Mobile - 07801 150499

Building with a smile
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Useful internet information
Parish Website www.garsingtonparish.org   
Police PCSO 101 for non-urgent queries, otherwise 999.
Finding a 
library http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/find-library
Reporting an overweight vehicle
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole http://www.fixmystreet.com or 0345 3101111
South Oxfordshire District Council http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains http://www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm
FlyTipping - go to southoxon.gov.uk and search for fly tipping.  
Illegally parked vehicles 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/illegal-parking

Important Telephone Numbers
To share information with the Police but remain anonymous call
Crimestoppers, 0800 555111.  
Oxfordshire CC(incl Fire and Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit,
Ferry Hinksey Rd Oxford OX2 0BY 01865 815397 safercommuni-
ties@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Editor’s Note
The Garsington Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from ev-
eryone in the parish and from businesses and organisations serving the local area.
Articles from village organisations are a vital part of  the newsletter but contentious
issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided. The Editor reserves
the right not to print any article and to edit any item submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not those of  the Parish Council or Ed-
itor, except where specifically stated to be (e.g. the Chairman’s remarks) and no li-
ability can be accepted for any error or omissions although we will publish
corrections.
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