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Chairman’s Remarks
You may have noticed a recent reduction in the number of cars
parked in Pettiwell outside Greenwoods.  This has been as a re-
sult of a focused collaboration between the Parish Council, our
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) and the Environmen-
tal Enforcement Officer at SODC. The next step is to clean the
road surface so that the double yellow lines become much more
visible. What this shows is that intensive efforts can bring some
improvement to this continuing sore and we are hoping that this
level of effort can be sustained.  Mr Yassine, the operator of the
site, is still expected in court in March 2021 to respond to a notice
brought by the District Council under the Anti-Social Behaviour,
Crime and Policing Act.

The charges paid by the parish for the emptying of dog
bins have increased dramatically and in order to control costs and
to take advantage of other recent changes the PC is  a) removing
certain dog bins where there is an adjacent litter bin and b) rela-
beling the  adjacent litter bin to make clear that it can be used for
normal waste and for dog waste. Where there is no adjacent dog
bin, the PC will be installing a new combined-purpose waste bin. 

The County Council has repaired the road surface at the hairpin
bend and has met with the parish council to plan further action to
alleviate the flooding at the corner of Denton Lane and The Hill.
This time we are more hopeful of success since they plan a pro-
gramme of directional drilling to remove the blockages in the ex-
isting drainage pipes. Currently this project is scheduled to
proceed in about six months` time.

No matter what we`re allowed to do this Christmas and
no matter what`s happened to the virus, can I wish everyone the
best possible holiday in the circumstances.  I hope that we`re all
able to find a way to enjoy ourselves

Best wishes and a Happy Xmas

Chris Wright
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Church News
I’m writing this from my study, on a wet, miserable morning in
‘Lockdown 2,’ wondering what I can write when none of us really
knows what will be possible, or permitted, in December.  I hope
and pray that lockdown restrictions will be eased, and that we’ll
be able to gather, safely, in our churches, pub, sports and social
club, and homes, during Advent and the season of Christmas –
but at the time of writing, the future is very uncertain.  I suspect
we will not be able to gather safely, in large numbers, for quite
some time.  But I hope we will be able to gather with a small
number of family and friends to celebrate the coming of Christ at
Christmas, and to welcome again the light which shines in the
darkness. 
As I write, Hindus, Sikhs and Jains in this country and around the
world are celebrating Diwali - a five-day festival of lights, which
represents the triumph of good over evil.   Despite lockdown re-
strictions, Hindus, Sikhs and Jains will celebrate Diwali as best
they can, with many of the celebrations moving online
For Christians, too, the light will continue to shine in the dark-
ness.  We will not be able to worship in our churches on Advent
Sunday, to light the first candle on our Advent wreaths, but we
will gather online (on Zoom) and light a candle in our homes.
Traditionally, the first candle is lit, on Advent Sunday, to remind
us of the Patriarchs (Abraham, Sarah, David and others).  For oth-
ers, the first candle symbolizes hope.  Depending on the tradition
a particular church follows, the remaining candles are lit, during
the Sundays in Advent, for either: The Prophets, John the Baptist,
and the Virgin Mary; or to symbolize: Peace, Joy and Love.  In
both traditions, the fifth candle is lit, at Midnight Mass on Christ-
mas Eve or on Christmas morning, to remember Jesus Christ, the
light of the world.
I hope that the coronavirus infection rate will have dropped suffi-
ciently for us to safely celebrate Christmas in St Mary’s Church,
though if worship in church is permitted, I am certain that num-
bers will have to be limited and social distancing measures will be
in place.  If we can’t safely gather in our churches, we will still
celebrate Christmas.  We will worship together online.  We will
sing carols together online and, perhaps, standing at the end of
our driveways.  Christ will come.  We will share tidings of com-
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Garsington Good Neighbours

We are still collecting prescriptions and doing some shopping but if

there is anything else you need please ask.

Telephone 07487 680507

Teas have been put on hold for the moment.  We hope to
restart teas sometime in 2021.  There is hope with vac-
cination on the horizon.  Meantime enjoy the festive sea-
son as best you can and look forward to a Happy New
Year.  
Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 or Tina Everett

07891 34979
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fort and joy.  I’ve even been assured that Santa will come to Gars-
ington!  All shall be well.
For up-to-date details of our worship (online and, hopefully, in
church) and other events, please email emilyjimelias@gmail.com
and subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter.
Whatever may transpire in December and January, I pray that
you will know the peace of God which passes all understanding;
that God will bless you abundantly with comfort, joy and uncon-
ditional love; and that the Holy Spirit will give you courage and
strength for all that lies ahead.
God bless
Karen x

Progress with repairing the church roof
By the time you receive this newsletter, many of you will have no-
ticed that the repairs to the church roof are well under way. The
contractors started on the 9th November, and they have made
good progress, completing the ridge work and the work on the
tower, so they are now working on repairing the north and south
isles. As you know, the repair work is being done in a form of
coated steel, which weathers to look like lead but which is both
cheaper and less likely to be stolen than lead.  We now expect that
we will be able to reinstate the inside of the church for Christmas,
so that even if the COVID restrictions mean we cannot all to-
gether for Christmas services, the church will be open again.  
Thank you to all who have given so generously towards this
work. It has been a huge support for all we have had to do; and
thank you too for those who have continued to maintain and im-
prove the churchyard and burial ground, to paint the benches, so
that those spaces continue to be places of rest and restoration. 

We are looking for a treasurer! 
Robin Frazer, who has been our church treasurer for many years
over two periods of office, will shortly be retiring as treasurer. We
thank him for his many years of service, seeing us through both
regular church life and special projects, such as the church roof re-
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December at Waterperry 
 

Christmas at Waterperry Gardens Get into the festive spirit at Waterperry Gardens with great 
gift ideas for all the family this Christmas, from handmade ceramics and jewellery to Christmas 
decorations and linens, there is something for everyone. If you’re looking for something different 
our Waterperry Vouchers make an ideal present. 
Enjoy some pre-Christmas fun with the Snowman Trail* in the gardens from the 21st Nov 
through to the 23rd Dec, family fun and Christmas excitement! 
The spectacular British grown Christmas trees will be on sale from the beginning of 
December (or bring your wellies and choose your own Waterperry Grown Christmas Tree!), 
along with fantastic Waterperry hand-finished Christmas wreaths. 
Pre-Order your hand-made Christmas Goodies! Let the Teashop at Waterperry take the 
strain out of cooking and pre-order festive treats like Christmas Cake, Mince Pies and more, 
email teashop@waterperrygardens.co.uk or call 01844 338087 for more information. 
 
Enjoy your Christmas shopping this year and visit a truly unique and festive Waterperry Gardens! 
 
Waterperry Gardens Christmas Closure: We will be closed from 25th Dec till 1st Jan 2020 inclusive 
 
 

*For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
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pairs. The PCC is thinking and praying about how best to find a
successor, including possible ways to divide up the tasks. It is not
a requirement that the treasurer must be a regular churchgoer: if
you can help in any way, please contact Karen Charman or John
Hall.  

Remembrance Sunday 
In our last Village Newsletter, I expressed my hopes and inten-
tions that we would be able to observe Remembrance Sunday at
our village war memorial, and also offer something additional for
children one Saturday in November.  Unfortunately, the ‘second
lockdown’ prevented us from observing Remembrance Sunday in
St Mary’s Church, and from gathering in numbers at the village
war memorial.  However, I met with Chris Wright and Roger
Lloyd-Williams for a socially distanced Act of Remembrance at
the village war memorial just before the second lockdown com-
menced.  We also held a special Zoom service on Remembrance
Sunday, in which we again remembered by name those from
Garsington who served their country and gave their lives in the
First and Second World Wars.  I also recorded an Act of Remem-
brance Collective Worship assembly for Garsington Primary
School, which can be viewed on the Benefice Facebook page.  I
hope that, next year, we will be able to safely gather together to
remember those who gave their lives in war.

Online Services
All of our online services are held on Zoom. Please contact the
Benefice Administrator for access details or help with using Zoom
if you would like to join us. 
Sundays: 9.30am Eucharist
Sunday 13th December: 6pm Carol Service. A chance to sing-
along to some festive favourites in the comfort of your home.
Church Services: as mentioned above, we are not certain when
public worship will resume at St Mary’s Church, but we hope to
celebrate Christmas in church if COVID restrictions permit.
Please check our website, or the St Mary’s noticeboards by the
lych gate or in the church porch, before setting out. 
24th December Christmas Eve: 11.30pm Midnight Mass at St
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Mary’s, Garsington TBC
25th December Christmas Day: 9.30am Parish Communion at St
Mary’s, Garsington TBC
Church Website: You can find the most up to date information
about our church and our sister churches, contact details and re-
cent sermons (text or audio) by visiting our website www.gch-
parishes.co.uk 
Church E-Newsletter: In the absence of weekly pew sheets, we
have created a new e-newsletter. Each edition features the most
up-to-date information about forthcoming services, access codes
to our online services, church updates and new initiatives hap-
pening across the benefice. If you would like to receive our
weekly news in your inbox, please contact Emily Elias, the
Benefice Administrator, to subscribe

Garsington News from Garsington CE Primary School
November 2020

Our Vision
‘A vibrant and happy community where everyone can believe

and achieve.’
The Parable of the Sower (grow and learn like the strong healthy

plants)  Matthew 13:1-23

Hello! Our names are Maisy, Isaac, Otis and Beth and we are the
Year 5 Red Kite reporters for this month. Since we came back to
school in September we have tried to keep as many enrichment



opportunities happening in school despite the Covid Restrictions.

Raising money for charities is an important part of our school
and in October we celebrated Harvest Festival with St Mary’s
Church. All the children donated food and we then gave the food
to Asylum Welcome. They were very grateful for the food. Dur-
ing this term we helped to raise money for the British Legion by
selling poppies. We all wore our poppies to remember soldiers
who are fighting or who have fought in wars. Everyone in the
school wrote a prayer for our reflection tree. Some people wrote a
prayer about someone they miss and others wrote about what
they value and appreciate in their lives. Our school raised over
£300 for Children in Need. We all dressed in non-uniform for the
day and donated £1 to the charities that Children in Need sup-
ports. It was great because we know that all the money went to a
good cause. 

Recently the police came to visit our school to teach us about
staying safe out in the community with strangers. We were told
to shout for help if we felt unsafe. It was a great visit and we got
to hear the loud blue light siren in the police car. At the end of
last term all the children took part in Friendship Time organised
by our class. Normally we mix classes so that brothers and sisters
are in the same group but because of Covid 19 we couldn’t mix
the classes so we split into class groups. We have Friendship time
at the end of each term with the aim of getting all children to
know each other and demonstrate our Red Kite values of team-
work and kindness.  We played games such as stuck in the mud,
POLO, cat and mouse and wink murder. We made sure everyone
had fun and worked as a team.

The week beginning Monday 16th November was National Anti
Bullying Week. In Garsington it is really important that everyone
feels happy and safe. We did lots of activities during the week to
make sure we all play our part in achieving this. St Mary’s sup-
ported these activities with the charity ‘Be Space’. 

Are you looking for a school to send your child to? Look no fur-
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Over 14% of all UK carbon  
emissions come from our homes*

With Cosy Homes Oxfordshire – a one-stop 
home retro t service – you can make your 
home cosier and healthier, reduce carbon 
emissions, and reduce your energy bills. 

Register your home today 
cosyhomesoxfordshire.org/register

Or call 0300 303 1269  
(Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm)

Work in the  
building industry? 

We’re also looking for building 
professionals to join the team  
to help us coordinate and deliver 
retro t projects in Oxfordshire. 

Get in touch to express your interest… 
     membership@retro tworks.co.uk  
    0300 303 1269 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm) 

*Committee on Climate Change, February 2019
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ther! Garsington is the perfect school for your child and your
family. The teachers are great and always make the learning fun.
The Covid pandemic doesn’t stop you seeing the school. We are
doing virtual tours and we have made two videos about the
school. The videos include a tour and interviews with pupils,
parents and staff. You can find these on our website.  Ms d’Ar-
chambaud, our headteacher, can also meet with families outside
the school day or on a Saturday morning to show you around.
Please contact the school office if you would like to arrange a
visit. office@garsingtonprimary.org 01865 361263.

Thank you for reading our report and get in touch if you are in-
terested in a school place.

From Maisy, Otis, Isaac and Beth. 

The Garsington Society’s programme of events continues to be
on hold for the foreseeable future, but we look forward to resum-
ing our social activities and talks as soon as conditions allow. In
the meantime we send best wishes to all for a happy Christmas
and a safe and healthy new year. 
Kay Willbery

Seasons greetings from
the Garsington Society
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Guide Dogs
Thank you everyone for saving your silver foil during lockdown.
As I write, I have five sackfuls ready to take to the scrapyard at

Nuneham Courtenay to sell for the Guide Dogs for the Blind As-
sociation.  It is surprising how quickly I have another cheque to
send to the Association.  Please keep saving and leave under the

porch at

14 Pettiwell

Every Little Helps.  

I wish you happiness at Christmas.

Marion Gunther

Garsington Sports and Social Club News 

Here we go with the final update of the 2020 year. Well, it’s not
getting any better is it? Following another difficult two months,
since the last newsletter, we now find the Club closed again due
to this nightmare pandemic! Hardly a full lockdown this time, but
a mini closure of leisure and small businesses, which is all very
confusing for those of us who’ve spent a lot of time and money to
make the Club Covid secure. Was it really worth it? Time will tell
of course, but it’s a difficult time for the world, our country and
indeed our little village, with job losses, restricted incomes let
alone social mixing concerns, so it’s hardly a time to gauge
whether Pubs and Clubs remain an essential part of the commu-
nity.

Garsington Sports and Social Club evolved from the people of
Garsington getting together with many fund raisers to raise the
funds to finance buying and erecting the building. This took years
of efforts from all concerned and once Sir John Wheeler Bennett,
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former owner of the Manor, put in the final amount of £200 the
collective efforts had succeeded. So this is YOUR Club, it belongs
to the people of Garsington, not the Club Committee, not the
Parish Council and that should never be forgotten. Myself and
family plus the committee members are currently steering the ship
through very troubled waters, but with all your support and the
many sporting teams committed, we’re hoping to get back to that
normal way of life and survive so our local children have a venue
to take over and continue to offer local sports and a social place.

Of course we’re not able to host any functions currently, after
we’d planned a year full of entertaining nights and full on sport,
but who could have foreseen this?

However, we are still offering a delivery service to the village,
which several people have regularly ordered, so we remain thank-
ful to their loyal support. With this in mind we are also producing
hampers this year which we’ll be taking orders for right up to the
18th December. These will comprise of gifts for both the men in
your life and the ladies, with ales, lagers, wines, proseccos, choco-
lates, snacks and pampering treats, all put together ready to hand
over to your loved ones at Christmas. There will be set price ham-
pers but they can also be tailored to a budget, small, or large and
of course delivered to your door at no extra charge, as are the
stock deliveries. So please bear us in mind over this next month
and help get us in to 2021, where hopefully the message will be
onwards and upwards. You can place your orders via our face-
book page Garsington Sports and Social Club or you can email us
at garsingtonssc@gmail.com

With the venue closed, and all sports suspended, there’s not much
to report, other than the handful of men and youth football games,
that have already taken place, have thrown up a good batch of re-
sults, so promising signs. Our cue and ball bashers have managed
to complete six league matches and won them all, so frustratingly
sit top of the league looking down, but no sign of when it can re-
sume.
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Exercise classes have also been suspended of course, but thanks
again to locals Maggie and Lorna for setting them up and offer-
ing our facilities as a venue. Hopefully they can resume soon, and
currently they run Monday and Tuesday mornings all with social
distancing numbers and measures in place. If you’d like further
information, again please get in touch with us and we can pass
on details.

Keep an eye out for any news of re-openings and lead up to
Christmas times. We’re hoping to get the quizzes up and running
again, and the hope is to get one in before the end of the year,
subject to ongoing advice of course!

We’re all going in to our last couple of months, in our roles at the
Club, with the AGM looming early in the New Year, so I’d like to
pass on my thanks to everyone who’s played their part on the
committee plus the background people like Karen who does a
fantastic job of general cleaning, and especially wife Ros and
daughters Laura and Vicky for their relentless hard work on the
bars, waiting on tables, cleaning up after every night’s shift and
basically just getting on with it! 

2020 has been a difficult time for many local families, with the
loss of loved ones, with many of those, visitors to the Club over
the years. The hope is to be able to remember them all properly at
some stage in the future and that will remain very much in our
plans. 

Well, that’s me pretty much done for now, all that remains to be
said is, keep safe, look out for others, have a great Christmas and
look forward to seeing you all soon, and as a good landlord
friend of mine always says CHIN UP !
Rob Jeffery
Chairman
GSSC 
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Senior Citizens

It feels such a long time ago, we met, hope you are all keeping
well, and keeping busy, the weather has been rubbish, and the
dark nights are upon us.

Good news Christmas is around the corner, whatever that is
going to be like this year, but hopefully we will be able to see our
families. I am still sending the Birthday cards out, so hopefully
you are receiving them.  The Committee decided that we will be
sending out Christmas cards to our members this year, as we will
not be seeing anyone.

On Tuesday 15th December, it would have been our Christmas
party, maybe we could buy some party food, have a drink and
say cheers, Happy Christmas to everyone at 2pm (just a thought)

Let’s hope 2021 will be a better year for everyone and we will be
able to meet up. Take care everyone Happy Christmas and
Happy New Year.

Kind Regards

Linda Barnett Secretary

GARSINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Recently we held our annual November craft night making Christ-
mas cards together.  The difference is this year the meeting was on
Zoom.  Craft kits containing the materials were delivered prior to
the meeting, and Martha gave a demonstration showing how
Christmas motifs could be created using simple shapes. We had a
lovely time making cards, and we managed to have a raffle, too,
which included all our members whether online or not, with prizes
delivered the next day with Covid precautions.

As we will not be able to meet for our usual Christmas celebrations
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this year, we will have a Quizmas Party on Zoom instead, with a
pub quiz prepared by Mavis and prizes to be won.  We meet on
Wednesday, 9th December at 7:30 pm. Login details will be sent
out the week prior.

Our January meeting will take place on Zoom on Wednesday,
13th January at 7:30 pm.  It will include a discussion and vote on
the NFWI’s proposed resolutions for 2021. The Women’s Insti-
tute is democratic and member-led, and the resolutions process
is unique in putting members at the heart of decisions about our
campaign activity. Every issue that we campaign on stems di-
rectly from a resolution put forward by members and adopted at
the Annual Meeting. WI members have a unique opportunity to
turn a concern into a national campaign every year, backed by
the whole of the WI.

A resolution is a call for change on a current issue in society.
Once a resolution has been adopted, it becomes a campaign.
Through national and local campaigning, members play a key
role in achieving change on important issues. Past campaigns
have included everything from equal pay for equal work to sav-
ing Britain’s bees to appropriate care in hospital for dementia. 

For more information about Garsington WI, please contact Martha
at 01865 361730 or msjgriffiths@btinternet.com.

On behalf of all our members, the Garsington WI wishes everyone
a safe and joyous holiday season, and a prosperous and healthy
2021.

Martha S.J. Griffiths, President
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Lunch Club

What a year this has been!
Our normal monthly lunches cancelled.
The chance to enjoy the company of others not allowed.
The daily challenge of just keeping going!
Maintaining social contact with our nearest and dearest and looking out for one
another. However you have managed to keep your spirits up, we are really sorry
that we could not raise a glass together and wish everyone a Happy Christmas.
We truly hope that 2021 will offer at some point the opportunity to meet again
for our wonderful monthly lunches.
In the meantime, take care everyone and from the Lunch Club Team we would
like to wish you all our very best for the festive season in whatever form
that may take.
Please stay positive and remain safe.
Eileen, Judy and Nancy

Friday Café at St Mary’s
To all the lovely people that come to our Friday coffee and cake mornings
we miss you and hope that in the not too distant future we can return.
As difficult as the year has been for everyone, we would like to wish you
all the very best for the festive season in whatever form that may take.
Please stay positive and remain safe.
Eileen, Judy and Nancy

David Edward Heelas 1932-2020

Many tributes have been paid to David who sadly died, after a long ill-
ness, on October 12th.  At his funeral service, Andy spoke of his father’s
great love of the outdoors.  He was at his happiest tending his large
natural garden, riding his bike or boating on the Solent with Mary, his
devoted wife, his son said.

As a boy David lived in Garsington at Pettiwell House with his parents
and his older brother Michael.  Geoff Young remembers, as a teenager,
walking home with him up Pettiwell and being shown every birds nest
in that lane.

David had a very fine tenor voice and for many years sang in St Mary’s
Church choir, as did Mary.  The choir was directed by his mother
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Doris, a wonderful musician and teacher.  She played the organ for two
services every Sunday for over fifty years.  After the war she led a
group which she called “The Village Singers” and they including
David, gave concert party entertainments in the Village Hall.  As a
young man David auditioned and was accepted by D’Oyly Carte
Opera Company but he decided that a touring life was not for him.  So
having studied at Oxford School of Art, another of his talents, David
decided to pursue a career as a technical artist at Morris Motors in
Cowley.

In his spare time he sang solo parts in many of the Oxford Operatic So-
ciety Gilbert and Sullivan productions at the Playhouse.  He also acted
regularly with Garsington Players.  In July 1981 he took three contrast-
ing roles in “Lark Rise” which was performed in the Manor Gardens.
He was first Jerry Parish, a bustling barrow man, Squire Bracewell,
complete with gun and finally the pub landlord.  His daughter Jennie,
then at Garsington School was also in the cast.  The Saturday night
party afterwards held at David and Mary’s home continued until the
next morning.

His four children, Andrew, Simon, Daniel and Jennie and nine grand-
children have many happy memories of sharing games, holidays and
special celebrations with Mary and David.  He will be sorely missed by
his family and many friends.

Shirley Royal

Anyone who wishes to make a donation in memory of David can
do so by sending their donation to ”The Cure, Parkinson’s
Trust” a research fund.

FIELDS IN WINTER
Bleak, until the cloud breaks,

and the late sun glints through

to catch the last glimpse

of daylight.

Bleak, until the rain drop

crystal clear, alights and dances



Page 20

on a lace cobweb.

Bleak, until the silence is broken

by a startled pheasant’s call,

and colour frames the rugged field.

Bleak, until the raw desolation

gives way to the safety of bright

sunshine across the valley.

Protecting babies from HIV in Tanzania

We normally have a fund raising lunch and auction of promises at this
time of year to raise money for this project in Tanzania. As this is im-
possible at the moment I have set up a JustGiving page and am appeal-
ing for donations

You can donate to my page or find out more about the project by going
to : https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tina-everett1

Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Once
you donate, they’ll send your money directly to USPG for this specific
fund, so it’s the most efficient way to give - saving time and cutting
costs for the charity.

Thank you for your support

Tina

Friendly Village?

I would like to reply about our village in Garsington Newsletter
August/September.  I’ve been a widow for 24 years and have become disabled
over the last 10 years and now when I go out it means a wheelchair.  I did feel
that I was imagining it, when I went to my wheelie bin and someone went by
looking the other way.  I do have two families who look out for me, and a lady
who comes in and does my housework and my shopping, from an agency.
Being a Christian I must say the church makes me welcome and visits.  

From another Disappointed Villager of 53 years. 
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Garsington’s Santa Parade
Santa and his magic horse will be visiting the residents of Garsington to
spread a bit of Christmas joy to all. 

When: Saturday 19th December 2020*

Time: From 4pm

Where:Santa’s route:

Starting on Oxford Road, Santa will leave the Garden Centre at
4pm

Next he will visit the Poplar Close green

Followed by Elm Drive – briefly stopping at the shops to wave
to everyone. No large groups please. 

Then up the hill, round the hairpin 

Final visit to North Manor Estate 

Back home to the North Pole to prepare for Christmas Eve

Please come out of your houses to wave to Santa/shake your jingle
bells! He would love to see everyone to wish you all a Merry Christmas. 

Adults please remember to be safe – Hands, Face, Space! Santa doesn’t
want to have to add you to his naughty list! 

Any donations towards Garsington Primary School PTA would be
gratefully received. Donation buckets available on the evening.

Follow us on facebook here https://fb.me/GarsingtonSantaParade

*In the event of poor weather Santa will visit on Sunday 20th December. 
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LOCAL INFORMATION
PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Cllr Chris Wright Tel: 01865 361206

wrightchrisj@aol.com
Vice Chairman: Cllr Matthew Dovey Tel: 01865 601279

m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Members: Cllr Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208

rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam Tel: 01865 361349

paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Anne Eastwood Tel: 01865 361205

Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Mike Patrick Tel: 01865 361702

mkichael.patrick@aol.com
Cllr Judith Westgate Tel: 01865 361611

jw@judithwestgate.plus.com  
Cllr Ian Ashley Tel: 01865 361154

Ian.garsingtonpc@outlook.com
Parish Clerk: Lorna Stevenson 134 Southend, Garsington, Oxford,
OX44 9DL

Tel: 01865 361671 lornastevenson92@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Judy Westgate 71 Wheatley Road Garsington OX44
9ER

Tel: 01865 361611 jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
County Cllr:    Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale Lorraine.Lindsay-Gale@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Cllr: Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie Tel: 01865 341398

elizabethgillespie9@icloud.com
Garsington C.E. Primary School
School Office Tel: 01865 361263

Office@garsingtonprimary.org
St Mary’s Church
Rector Karen Charman rev.karen.charman@gmail.com
Church Wardens Mr J Hall Tel:  01865 361429

Village Hall Marie Holmes Tel: 01865 361200
Annie Winner Tel: 01865 361544

Village Groups
Garsington Good Neighbours please leave a message 07487680507
Garsington Voluntary Drivers please leave a message 07825085550
Garsington Society Anghard Jeffrey   01865 368262
S. Citizens Club Lorraine Boyd Tel: 01865 361325 Chairperson
Sports & Social Club Tel: 01865 368022 Chairman
Women’s Institute   Martha Griffiths Tel: 01865361730 President

msjgriffiths@btinternet.com 



Page 23

EVENTS DIARY – December/January

December

Sun 6th    11:00am Online Eucharist – zoom
Mon 7th   Parish council Zoom meeting – see garsingtonparish.org for details
Tues 8th Senior Citizens - cancelled
Wed 9th Lunch Club - cancelled
Wed 9th   WI Quizmas party on Zoom
Sun 13th 09:30 Online Eucharist - Zoom
Sun 13th 6pm online Carol Service
Tues 15th   Good Neighbours Tea and Cake, Village Hall - cancelled
Sat 19th   Santa Parade 4pm see article for further info
Sun 20th 09:30am Online Eucharist – zoom
Tues 22nd Senior citizens - cancelled
Thurs 24th Christmas Eve midnight mass St Mayr’s11:30pm  TBC
Fri 25th      Christmas Day 09:30 Parish Communion St Mary’s TBC
Sun 27th    NO  Online Eucharist – zoom

January

Sun 3rd     09:30am Online Eucharist – zoom
Mon 4th    Parish Council, Zoom meeting see garsingtonparish.org for details
Tues 5th    Senior Citizens - cancelled
Wed 6th Lunch Club, Village Hall 12:30 pm – cancelled
Sun 10th 09:30am Online Eucharist - zoom
Tues 12th    Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4.00pm CANCELLED
Wed 13th Women’s Institute - Zoom 7:30pm
Sun 17th 09:30 Online Eucharist – zoom
Tues 19th  Senior Citizens - cancelled
Wed 20th  Last date for contributions to newsletter February/March
Sun 24th    09:30am Online Eucharist - zoom

Front Cover - War Memorial wreath laying - Mrs Lloyd-Williams
Please send me any photos you think would be suitable for the front cover
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
Garsington Choir for info contact Annie Winner 01865 361544
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Christmas Tree Recycling 
Elm Drive shops car park, 

And back of Three Horseshoes 
Pub, Garsington 

Return your old tree here by 
Monday 11 January 2021 

(Trees left after this date will not be accepted) 
Trees larger than 6 ft must be cut down in size 

 

 
 
  

 



Page 26



Page 27



Page 28



Page 29

Beauty Salon in Drayton St LEonard
with plenty of free parking

I have over 10 years experience and specialise in 
manicures & pedicures, gel nails, tanning, waxing

tinting and eyebrow treatments.
As a welcome treat, enjoy a complementary file and

polish.
I look forward to welcoming you!

Paige
07584665790

paige@willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk
www.willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk

STEVE WILKINSON
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

- PLASTERING

- REPOINTING
BRICK & STONE

- PATIOS
- FENCING

TEL : 01865891554
MOB : 07885538514

ADVERTISE
in the

MAGAZINE

Delivered free to all
houses in 
Garsington

Call for details
01865 361611

or 
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
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Keith Smith
Carpentry services

Fully qualified Carpenter

skirtings, architraves, fitted
kitchens,

internal and external doors and
locks

studwork
traditional cut roofing

For friendly help and advice
please call me on 07967 564863 
email keithsmith65@gmail.com
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John Howell MP writes... November 2020 

So many different issues affect our health and well-being, as individu-
als and collectively, and we are acutely aware of this in our current cir-
cumstances.  I have been very grateful this year to live in the rural
setting that this constituency offers and have been particularly mindful
of those who live in over-crowded urban situations. As I have walked
over the months I have enjoyed watching the changes in the landscape
and been  more conscious than in other years of the cycle of work for
our farmers. 

It is good news that the Agriculture Bill which has been progressing
through Parliament this year has now passed into law. During the pas-
sage of the Bill some important changes were made particularly to
tighten up on issues around the recognition of our farmers in food pro-
duction and  food security. It also sets out how farmers and land man-
agers will be rewarded for the work they do towards protecting and
encouraging wildlife, better air and water quality, and measures to re-
duce flooding. All of this contributes towards achieving the goals of
the 25 Year Environment Plan.

I now look forward to the Environment Bill coming back to the House
in December.  Just as the Agriculture Act set the Trade and Agriculture
Commission in statute so the Environment Bill will establish the Office
for Environmental protection. The Government’s 25 Year Environment
Plan will also be placed on a statutory footing, and a set of environ-
mental principles will be introduced that will be used to guide future
government policy making. 
I am aware that this newsletter will appear in December publications. I
hope that by then we will be out of lockdown and all able to look for-
ward to a festive break that is something like the normal break we
would take at the end of the year. It has been a difficult year but I am
optimistic thanks to the wonderful work of our scientists who have
thrown so much effort at vaccine research. However I know that for
many families COVID has taken the most dreadful toll and that loved
ones are sorely missed all of the time and will be especially so during
festivities. No words can ease that and I offer my deepest sympathies.
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Do you care for a friend or relative?

Do you look after a friend or a relative in their home or yours? If so, Healthwatch Oxfordshire
wants to hear from you!

As an independent champion for people who use health and social care, we want to know what
it is like to be an unpaid carer and about the help and support you receive or need.

Even if you only help someone for a few hours or you don’t see yourself as a ‘carer’, your views
are important.

If you are aged 18 or over and care for an adult relative, friend or neighbour who is elderly or
has an illness, disability, mental health problem or addiction please share your views by com-
pleting an anonymous survey at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Unpaidcarers

If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or to ask for a paper copy of the survey to
be sent out to you, please call 01865 520520. 

To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk



Page 37

YOUR LOCAL DIGNITY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Taking the greatest care

dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

S. & R. CHILDS

142 Oxford Road, Cowley
Oxford OX4 2EA
01865 714 007

1 Courtland Road, Rose Hill
Oxford OX4 4HZ
01865 772 780

69 London Road, Headington 
Oxford OX3 9AA
01865 427 272
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Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL 
SERVICES

■ Poor reception solved
■ Aerials - repaired & supplied
■ Internet - extension points & improved wifi
■ TV's - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ Extra TV points - for aerial and Sky (in HD)
■ Sky TV - also foreign language TV 

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Oxford

01865 400141
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Useful internet information
Parish Website www.garsingtonparish.org   
Police PCSO                           101 for non-urgent queries, otherwise 999.
Finding a library http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/find-li-
brary
Reporting an overweight vehicle
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole http://www.fixmystreet.com
South Oxfordshire District Council http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains http://www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm
FlyTipping - go to southoxon.gov.uk and search for fly tipping.  

Important Telephone Numbers
To share information with the Police but remain anonymous call
Crimsestoppers, 0800 555111.  
Oxfordshire CC(incl Fire and Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit,
Ferry Hinksey Rd Oxford OX2 0BY 01865 815397 safercommuni-
ties@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Editor’s Note
The Garsington Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from ev-
eryone in the parish and from businesses and organisations serving the local area.
Articles from village organisations are a vital art of  the newsletter but contentious
issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided. The Editor reserves
the right not to print any article and to edit any item submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not those of  the Parish Council or Ed-
itor, except where specifically stated to be (e.g. the Chairman’s remarks) and no li-
ability can be accepted for any error or omissions although we will publish
corrections.
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