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Chairman’s Remarks
Snowdrops and primroses are now in flower; before long it will be spring
and there are reasons to be hopeful that 2021 is an improvement over last
year.

Can I apologise for the poor quality of the printing in the last newsletter?
We have had some teething problems with changes in technology but
hopefully this edition will be back to its normal quality.

The parish council has made two decisions about its budget for the next
year. It has set an unchanged precept (rate) and it has also agreed how to
invest its Community Infrastructure Levies. These are sums that housing
developers are required to pay to local councils and the monies received,
(the clue is in the name) have to be spent on local infrastructure. We have
decided to pursue three projects which, in order of priority, are improving
the safety of pedestrians between The Hill and the school; doing a similar
job where the pavement narrows along the Wheatley Road and finally installing a footpath at the top of Pettiwell. We will need the County Council`s cooperation to proceed with these projects but our ability to
contribute a share of the costs should make them happen faster than otherwise. We will do our best but please don’t expect to see these changes
tomorrow!

You may (or may not!) be wondering what has happened to the Neighbourhood Plan. It has to a large extent been finished for some time now
but SODC is preventing us from distributing it to the village for comment
until we have completed two further technical assessments. To obtain
these assessments, we have to ask a contractor funded by central government to undertake the work. This involves an enquiry form; two separate
expressions of interest (taking ~40 mins each to complete each ) and then
two separate application forms (each taking ~four hours!). You may ask
who is responsible for this soul-destroying, red-tape. Perhaps it’s the Government Neighbourhood Planning Champion… who is?... why, that well
known mover and shaker our very own MP.

Chris Wright
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From the Vicar

I last wrote to you from my study, on a wet, miserable morning in
‘Lockdown 2,’ wondering what would be permitted in the way of
church services and family gatherings during Advent and Christmas. I now write to you from my study, on a wet, miserable evening
in ‘Lockdown 3,’ wondering what will be permitted, and what will
be safe, for the seasons of Lent and Easter. On the one hand, it
seems that little has changed. On the other hand, though, much has
changed.

As I hoped, we were able to safely gather outside St Mary’s to sing
some carols together shortly before Christmas – wasn’t it wonderful
to be able to sing together, after so many months without communal singing? And we were able to gather again, in St Mary’s, on the
Sunday before Christmas, for the first time since the church closed
for roof repairs. It was wonderful to be able to stand at the altar
and preside, without having to dodge the raindrops dripping
through the holes in the roof! Many thanks to all who donated to
our roof appeal, to make that possible. Then we were back in
church for Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, and again on Christmas morning, celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, the light of the
world.

After Christmas, news began to reach me that several in our village
had received the first dose of the coronavirus vaccination, and the
continuing roll-out of the virus brings hope and light in these dark
times. However, between Christmas and New Year, the COVID19 infection rates, hospital admissions and death rates also rose
alarmingly; and we made the difficult decision to once again close
our church doors and stay home to help our NHS to save lives. I
expect many of us know somebody who has died of, or with, the
coronavirus, and that reminds us that the rising figures we see on
the news aren’t merely statistics – they are people who are muchloved and, sadly, many now, sorely missed. I believe we must all
play our part in trying to keep each other safe, and for that reason
I believe it is only right that our church building is once again closed
for public worship and for private prayer (though if you have a
strong desire to pray in our church building, do please contact John
Hall who will try to arrange safe access).
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Garsington Good Neighbours

We are still collecting prescriptions and doing some shopping but if

there is anything else you need please ask.

Telephone 07487 680507

We are excited that by the end of Spring we may
be offering teas again with whatever restrictions we

are under at the time. Until then enjoy the daylight getting longer and the snowdrops and daffodils.
Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 or Tina
Everett 07891 34979

GARSINGTON VOLUNTARY DRIVERS
Do you have medical problems and need a little extra help
to get to medical appointments.
Do you find it difficult to use public transport?

Phone 07825 085550
Monday to Friday

and leave a message, we will call you back.

We are currently only taking one person at a time who must be able to get into the back
of a car unaided and be wearing a mask.
We need at least 48 hours notice to find a driver

We will drive you there and back for the cost of the fuel
We always welcome new drivers
Enquiries to the Organiser, Fiona Rix 01865 361266
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Our church building might be closed, but we continue to worship
on-line, to pray, and to seek new ways of loving and serving our
neighbours here in Garsington and further afield. Elsewhere in this
newsletter, you will find details of our ‘Telephone Church Coffee
and Chat’ which seeks to enable people from our village and surrounding areas to chat together from the safety of our own homes.
We hope that you will join us for regular ‘Coffee and Chat’ sessions,
and also join in our initiative to brighten up our village and love
our neighbours on Valentine’s Day and throughout Lent by decorating our village with hearts, and baking biscuits or cakes for
neighbours.
Our church building might be closed, but we have moved much of
our activity on-line, and we are seeking to develop the support we
can offer over the telephone. As Lent approaches, we invite you,
along with many other churches across the Oxford Diocese, to
‘Come and See,’ how God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy
Spirit continue to speak to us today.

Christians believe that God calls each of us by name, loves us unconditionally, and longs for relationship with us. Why not ‘Come
and See,’ our on-line worship, or our Lent Course, or join our ‘Telephone Coffee and Chat,’ and see if you can hear God calling to you.
Give me a ring, or drop me an email, if you’d like to learn more
about following Jesus, and if you’d like to be baptised or confirmed,
when it is safe to re-open our church.

God bless – stay safe

Karen x

ST MARY’S CHURCH
FEBRUARY/MARCH 2021

SUSPENSION OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. As COVID-19 infection rates remain high, and hospital admission numbers continue to increase, we have
taken the decision to close our church building for public worship and
private prayer. While both are permitted in lockdown, the Church of England has encouraged clergy to make safe decisions based on local circumstances. We continue to offer online worship on Sundays and
Wednesdays via Zoom. The decision to close is being reviewed regularly.
Please keep an eye on the homepage of our website and the church noPage 6

Covid-19 Information:
Currently the gardens are closed.
The garden shop is open for on-line and telephone
sales, collections and deliveries.
Please see our website and social media posts for
updates on when we will re-open.
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk

FLEXIBLE OFFICE
SPACE ON THE DAYS
YOU NEED IT.
Get the ‘working from home’
balance right. One hot-desk
or space for the whole team
• Spacious
• Ready to go
• Daily booking
Serviced Offices | Business Units | Meeting Rooms | Virtual Support
Monument Park, Chalgrove OX44 7RW
01865 893200 | hello@jennings.co.uk | jennings.co.uk
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ticeboards, or subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter, for the most up-todate information.
PRIVATE PRAYER. If you wish to enter St Mary’s for a moment of private prayer while we remain closed, the church can be made available to
you at an agreed time by contacting John Hall, churchwarden.

CHURCH E-NEWSLETTER. In the absence of weekly pew sheets, we
now have a weekly e-newsletter. Each edition features up-to-date information about forthcoming services, access codes to our online services,
updates from the church and new initiatives happening across the
Benefice. If you would like to receive our weekly news in your inbox,
please contact the Benefice Administrator to subscribe.

LIFE EVENTS AT ST MARY’S. Although our church building is closed
for public worship and private prayer, funerals, weddings (in exceptional
circumstances only) and interments of ashes are still permitted. There are
currently restrictions on numbers and safety measures in place, but we
would be happy to discuss these with you. More information can be obtained by contacting Revd Karen or the Benefice Administrator.

ONLINE WORSHIP. Weekly Eucharists are held online every Sunday at
9.30am. You can participate in these services by joining us on Zoom. If
you would like access information so you can join us, please contact the
Benefice Administrator. Sermons from our weekly services can be viewed
on the Benefice website at www.gchparishes.co.uk/category/sermons
When possible, audio recordings of sermons are taken and uploaded to
the website if you prefer to listen.

OASIS A sacred space for spirituality and stillness. Oasis has temporarily moved online while our church building remains closed. If you would
like to join the service on Zoom, please contact the Benefice Administrator
for access details or sign-up to our weekly e-newsletter which will provide
you with a link. This 30-minute service takes place every Wednesday at
7.30pm and allows for quiet reflection with music, a passage from scripture or a poem, and prayer. Each week has a different theme and is a
lovely way to pause and reflect. All are welcome whether regular church
attenders or not. Oasis offers something quite different to formal services.

LENT COURSE 2021. We intend to hold an online weekly Lent Course
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during Lent, probably using the Church of England Pilgrim Course
‘Church and Kingdom’ which includes short videos, audio clips and opportunities for discussion. This will probably be held on Wednesday
mornings during Lent, on Zoom, from 10:30am – 11:30am. Please subscribe to our weekly newsletter, or contact Revd Karen or the Benefice
Administrator for further details.
COMPLETION OF CHURCH ROOF. Many of you will have noticed that
the repairs to the church roof are now virtually complete. All the metal
work repairs are complete, so the roof is completely water-tight, and there
is now only a small amount of stone repair work to be done on the north
aisle. It was lovely to be able to decorate the church for Christmas and
have our Christmas services inside the church. We were not allowed to
sing carols in the church, but that was compensated by the outside Carol
singing in the churchyard on the 22nd December, which was attended by
many.
Thank you to all who have given so generously towards this work. It has
been a huge support for all we have had to do. Although our church
building is temporarily closed, due to the currently high COVID-19 infection rate, the churchyard and burial ground are of course open to all, for
families to visit the graves of their loved ones, for others to sit and enjoy
them as places of rest, reflection and restoration, and for the many who
pass through enjoying the view on their regular exercise and dog-walking.
Anyone wanting to enter the church for prayer or any other reason, please
contact John Hall on 361429.

WE CONTINUE TO LOOK FOR A TREASURER. Robin Frazer, who
has been our church treasurer for many years over two periods of office,
will shortly be retiring as treasurer. We thank him for his many years of
service, seeing us through both regular church life and special projects,
such as the church roof repairs. The PCC is thinking and praying about
how best to find a successor, including possible ways to divide up the
tasks. It is not a requirement that the treasurer must be a regular churchgoer: if you can help in any way, either with the full Treasurer role, or
perhaps to help with book-keeping, please contact Revd Karen or John
Hall.
TELEPHONE CHURCH COFFEE AND CHAT. On Friday 22 January,
at 11am, we will be holding our first ‘telephone church coffee and chat’
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session. Although you will have missed that first session by the time this
newsletter is delivered, we hope that the coffee and chat sessions will become a regular fixture (perhaps weekly), until it is safe for us to resume
face-to-face coffee mornings and other social gatherings. There will be
the opportunity to chat safely with others and, if people wish, we might
end with a prayer and Bible reading or reflection – but everyone would
have the option of leaving the call before the prayers, if they wished.

Please contact the Benefice Administrator or Vicar if you would like details of dates and times. We hope to hold sessions most Fridays at 11am,
but it is possible the dates and times might change depending on the
availability of volunteers.
JOINING INSTRUCTIONS

Using your telephone (landline or mobile) dial: 0333 0164 757

See if you can put your phone on ‘speaker’ or ‘hands free’ so that you can
move it away from your ear. This isn’t essential but might make it easier
for you

You will hear a woman’s voice saying “Welcome to Whypay” followed by
a short marketing message. Then “Please enter your conference room number followed by the hash key.” So using your keypad type in: 69406572#
(this is the room number)

You will then hear the same voice say “Please enter your Guest Pin followed by the hash key.” So using your keypad type in: 9686# (this is the
Guest PIN)

When you are connected, if you are the first on the line some music will
play. When someone else arrives, you will hear a tone. Just say hello, and
introduce yourself. Karen (the Vicar) expects to join before 11am, so you
shouldn’t be the first online unless you join significantly before 11am! We
really look forward to a chat with you.
LOVE BOMBING OUR VILLAGE THIS VALENTINE’S DAY AND
LENT. Did you put a rainbow in your windows during the first lockdown? Or a candle? This Valentine’s Day, and for the season of Lent,
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oxfordshire

COSY HOMES

Over 14% of all UK carbon
*
emissions come from our homes
With Cosy Homes Oxfordshire – a one-stop
home retro t service – you can make your
home cosier and healthier, reduce carbon
emissions, and reduce your energy bills.
Register your home today
cosyhomesoxfordshire.org/register
Or call 0300 303 1269
(Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm)

Work in the
building industry?
We’re also looking for building
professionals to join the team
to help us coordinate and deliver
retro t projects in Oxfordshire.
Get in touch to express your interest…
membership@retro tworks.co.uk
0300 303 1269 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm)

*Committee on Climate Change, February 2019
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let’s share some love with our neighbours, and key-workers, by displaying hearts in our windows and around our village
Perhaps you could also make heart-shaped biscuits or cakes for neighbours - remember “hands, face and space” when making and delivering
them. Wash your hands regularly, wear a mask, and stand well back
from the door after ringing the doorbell.

PRAYER BLANKETS & SHAWLS. Many thanks to all those who have
knitted or crocheted prayer blankets and shawls – and a particular thank
you to Garsington WI members, who have been very productive. Several
were issued in September and October, and I was delighted to be able to
deliver some more to people who were ill, housebound or bereaved,
shortly before Christmas. They were much appreciated by recipients.
Stocks are now very low, and it would be wonderful if I had some more
to distribute. They can be any pattern, and blankets should be large
enough to cover someone’s knees and legs, or shoulders and upper body.
Please contact the Vicar if you require more information. Thank you.
ST MARY’S CHURCH CONTACT DETAILS

Vicar: Revd Karen Charman, The Rectory, 17 Southend, Garsington,
OX44 9DH
01865 361146 or rev.karen.charman@gmail.com
Benefice Administrator: Emily Elias emilyjmelias@gmail.com
Churchwarden: John Hall 01865 361429
Website: www.gchparishes.co.uk Social Media: @BeneficeGCH

Funerals for December and January

Albert ‘Pat’ Austin - 3 December 2020

Brice Lawrence Simmons - 20 January 2021
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Garsington News

from Garsington Church of England Primary School
January 2021

Our Vision ‘A vibrant and happy community where everyone can believe
and achieve.’

The Parable of the Sower (grow and learn like the strong healthy plants)
Matthew 13:1-23

Hello! We are the new Y5 reporters and our names are Henry, Cat, Bella
Niamh and Ed. Since our last report we all enjoyed lots of Christmas
events including Christmas productions, shadow puppet shows, Christmas craft gifts, charity Christmas jumpers, house quizzes and Christmas
lunches. In Year 5 we were lucky to have our own Advent calendar tree.
Each day of Advent we picked a name out of a pot and that person
opened the class treat of the day. Throughout December we enjoyed treats
like an extra play, playing team games, 10 minutes on Chromebook and
a lucky dip. This term has been quite different with most of us learning
at home. However we are still trying to make sure we keep all our enrichment activities happening for both children at home and those in school.

Aspirations Week

Since we came back in January the Year 5 and 6 pupils have taken part in
Aspirations Week. During the week we have had lots of guest speakers
who have talked to us about their aspirations, careers and jobs. Our visitors have included a producer for the BBC, a school business manager, a
carpenter, film maker, psychologist, vicar, scientist and a missionary. We
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have learnt so much about different jobs and skills and it has helped us to
think about jobs we may want to do when we are older. It is good to see
how important our school vision and values are in life not just at school.
All the visitors talked to us via Google Meet so we have also learned a lot
about online meetings and remembering when to mute!
Garsington Has Talent

Lockdown won’t stop us having our annual talent show ‘Garsington Has
Talent’. This year we will be doing this a bit differently with most acts performing remotely. We love to find out about everyone’s talents and finding out what our friends can do that we didn’t know. Our staff also join
in with a staff act which is always fun to watch. Our talent show helps us
demonstrate our Red kite values mainly determination, independence and
teamwork and certainly enthusiasm.
Mental Health Week

Looking after our wellbeing is really important to us at school especially
during lockdowns when we don’t see all our friends as much as we would
like to. When we talk about being a good learner we remember the story
of the Parable of the Sower and having firm foundations/roots to learn.
We know that we cannot learn if we are unhappy or have too many worries. During Mental Health week we talk about SMILE (5 ways to wellbeing). Smile stands for socialise, move, interact, learn and engage. We have
wellbeing ambassadors for each class who encourage us to look after our
wellbeing.
E Safety Day

In February we have E Safety Day. With lots of online learning it is important that we keep safe online. Our top tips for you are:
● Don’t speak to or friend people online that you don’t know.

● Tell your parents or teacher if someone contacts you that you don’t
know.
● Don’t share passwords. Have a two stage security system.

● Don’t go on sites you don’t know.

● Set a time limit on how much you are on games or on the computer.

A final word from all of us: Stay strong, stay safe and enjoy nature. Don’t
forget to make a heart to display in your window to show our love and
care for our community.
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The Garsington Society

The Society’s AGM was held by Zoom on Tuesday 19 January, with all
13 members of the committee and 11 other society members participating.
The minutes of the 2020 AGM and the accounts for 2020 were approved
and all current members of the committee were re-elected, with Angharad Jeffery continuing as both Chair and Membership Secretary.

We desperately need more members. Even if you are unable or do not
wish to attend meetings and events when they resume, it is vital for us
to have more signed up members in order to strengthen our position in
any campaigns, for example against imminent plans to build 1800 new
houses at Northfield Brook, between the bottom of Oxford Road and Unipart, outlined below.

For those new to the village, the Garsington Society was formed in 1988
as a result of concerns over large scale proposals for unsuitable development in the Green Belt, with the aim of coordinating and cooperating
with local authorities, planning committees, voluntary organisations,
charities and other bodies with similar aims to those of the Society.

Now,
the
Society’s
Save
Garsington
Group
(https://www.facebook.com/SaveGarsington) continues to support the
campaign against the development at Northfield Brook and the Expressway, together with a local group called Bioabundance. Bioabundance (see
www.bioabundance.org.uk, - very interesting) is the campaigning arm
of South Oxfordshire Sustainability (SOS), set up in 2011. SOS covers all
aspects of sustainability, and Bioabundance aims to “restore nature in
Oxfordshire to the best state it has been in since the 1950s”, focussing on
nature and changes in land-use. Bioabundance has obtained legal advice
as to whether the decision to adopt the Local Plan, allowing the Northfield Brook building development, can be quashed. The advice received
so far is that there are grounds to take a case to court. There is no guarantee it will succeed; the hurdle for overturning public law decisions is
high, and it has been estimated that the chances of winning could be as
low as 20%. But we still believe an injustice has been done and we are
willing to help try to overturn the decision. What are the climate change
and ecological consequences of poorly planned development? If we fail
to get our dying natural world back, the outlook for current and future
residents of Oxfordshire is very, very bleak. If the proposed developPage 15

ments proceed, the detrimental impact on our environment will be colossal and they will change the rural character of these parts of Oxford forever. This is our last chance to stop them.

In normal circumstances the Society’s committee organises a varied programme of talks and social events for the village throughout the year,
such as the ever-popular Annual Quiz and Barn Dance, which are open
to all, including non-members. We hope to resume these as soon as possible. Meanwhile our Green Gym work party usually meets once or
twice monthly, on a Friday or Saturday morning, to work around the village, repairing stiles, clearing footpaths etc. The group always welcomes
additional help and even occasional assistance would be appreciated.
Please contact Richard Betteridge for more information: rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk or 01865 361208.

Garsington Society membership subscriptions for 2021 are now due.
Members old (please note renewal is not automatic) and new are encouraged to email Angharad Jeffery (angharadrichard@yahoo.com) to register their wish to join, confirm that they will pay their subscription and
agree to have their e-address added to the circulation list for events news
and campaigns updates. The annual subscription remains just £3 per individual. Additional donations are always welcome, particularly as we
were unable to hold our main fundraising events in 2020. In view of the
ongoing Covid restrictions, Treasurer Gary Leahy has agreed that subscriptions can be made via his letterbox (1 North Manor, Garsington);
please put these in an envelope and include an email address and the
names of each member in your household paying to join. Alternatively
payment can be by bank transfer; Angharad can provide the account details.
Thank you for reading this lengthy report!
KayWillbery
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GARSINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Detail showing Garsington WI’s contribution to OFWI Centenary Wall
Hanging

As I write this, a handful of our members have already received their
first Covid-19 vaccinations. While it may be months before I receive my
call up for the jab, the fact we are on our way out of the dark tunnel of
Covid-19 does give me hope that 2021 will be a brighter year than the
last one. I know we are all looking forward to the time when we can
safely meet again in person.

Until that time, we know we must hold on, and carry on, as best we can
a bit longer. Our WI has managed to continue meeting by utilising Zoom,
and we will continue to do so, for at least the next couple of months.

We thoroughly enjoyed our December Quizmas Party on Zoom, with a
quiz prepared by Mavis Griffiths. Some questions were real brainteasers,
and we certainly tested our grey matter! The grand prize for 100% correct
answers was won by Elizabeth Bowler. Well done, Liz!

In January, we had a lively discussion of the proposed resolutions put
forward by our National Federation. Each proposed resolution had merit,
so the choice was not a straightforward one. A vote was taken, and our
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tally now goes to our area Federation (Oxfordshire), and the final vote
will be taken by delegates at the national conference, recently postponed
to June due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Did you know that there has been a WI in Garsington since February
1929? Our Institute was one of the earliest in the county, formed 10 years
after the Oxfordshire Federation in 1919. This year Garsington will celebrate its 92nd birthday. We will have to crack open the bubbly together
on Zoom this year, but it will be a party nonetheless. Just for fun, it will
be a Bingo Night! Our February meeting will take place on Wednesday,
10th February at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. Bingo cards will be delivered to
members in advance.
Traditionally, March was when we held our AGM and elections. However, as the membership year for all WIs has now been shifted to start in
April instead of January, the tentative date for our AGM is now 14th
April, and that date will depend on the Covid-19 situation and government guidelines at the time. So, save that date, and watch this space for
updates.

For our March meeting, we will hold a millinery competition for Best
Original Hat Designs. Prizes will be awarded for Best Spring Bonnet,
Most Creative Use of Preloved Materials, and for overall Absolutely Fabulous hats. Our March meeting will be held on Zoom on Wednesday,
10th March at 7:30 p.m. Time to put on my thinking cap.

For more information about Garsington WI, please contact Martha at
01865 361730 or msjgriffiths@btinternet.com.
Martha S.J. Griffiths, President
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Wheatley Library

Wheatley library was open for a week before Christmas but sadly, the
coronavirus infection rates rose significantly and we had to close our
doors again.

As the global population continues to contend with impact of coronavirus
on our lives, the library service, as a whole, is ticking away, doing our
best to serve our customers within the national guidelines.

From 4 January national lockdown restrictions mean the following services are available at 14 libraries:
New click and collect service.
Reservation service via the online library catalogue or the library
app
Prebooked access to computers
Returns facility.

The nearest libraries, to our parish, for these services are:
Cowley Headington Kidlington Oxfordshire County
Thame

Residents can also access our extensive online services, providing inspiration, creativity and relaxation. Ebooks and audio, online music library,
Pressreader and RBdigital magazines as well as lots of free resources to
help with studying at home are all available at the click of a button.
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All loan periods have been extended until April 2021 and you will not
incur fines.All activities in libraries have been cancelled until further notice.Libraries are unable to validate documents during the national lockdown period for applications such as: Blue badge, Bus passes, Residential
parking permits The Home Library Service remains operational – in line
with government guidelines.
Keep safe everybody and we look forward to being able to see you in
our village library again as soon as possible.

FEBRUARY

Puddles rainbowed by
the Wintry sun.

The touch of the wind
in the trees, still bare.

Snowdrops brave the storm
and green fields sleep.

Small birds shelter and

rooks hurry homeward.

Meadow streams overflow,

halted by bowed willow branches,
and dead leaves caught
In a foamy wake.

The old fox lurks, as

snowflakes lose their way,
turn and fall

In fickle February.
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John Howell Writes

January 2021

When I wrote in December, for publication in January, I was optimistic for this new year and now in January, despite this current
lockdown, I do remain so. Having said that I fully appreciate the
difficulties of yet another tightening of restrictions. I know that
some people are very worried and others very frustrated, but it is
essential. However I do remain optimistic as we see more vaccines
approved and the pace of the rollout stepped up. The priorities for
vaccination remain to protect the vulnerable, reduce deaths and reduce pressure on the NHS. In conversation with the Chief Executive
of the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group, which is heavily
involved in the rollout, I have been reassured that we are on track
to meet the Government schedule. At the start of the rollout it took
time to get different locations set up and more will be operational
by the time this newsletter is published. There is plenty of supply
of the vaccine and it is being used as it becomes available. The Government is, of course, concerned to make sure that distribution is
evenly spread across the county so that vulnerable people nationwide are protected. I am sure that most of us will be relieved when
we personally have the protection of the vaccine, but we have to be
patient and we have to look at the collective good. Our turn will
come and in the meantime we must all continue to follow measures
to protect one another whether we have been vaccinated or not.
In this current lockdown Parliament continues to run as best it can
with remote working. The Speaker has strongly encouraged MPs
not to travel into London unless absolutely necessary and has limited further the number of MPs who can be in the Chamber at any
one time. However, this does not mean we are simply twiddling
our thumbs; far from it. Many changes have been made to enable
MPs to carry on with important business. My staff team continue
to work remotely and together we are doing our best to respond to
the heavy workload we are experiencing particularly at present.
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LOCAL INFORMATION

PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman:
Cllr Chris Wright

Tel: 01865 361206
wrightchrisj@aol.com
Vice Chairman: Cllr Matthew Dovey
Tel: 01865 601279
m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Members:
Cllr Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208
rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam
Tel: 01865 361349
paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Anne Eastwood
Tel: 01865 361205
Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Mike Patrick
Tel: 01865 361702
mkichael.patrick@aol.com
Cllr Judith Westgate
Tel: 01865 361611
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
Cllr Ian Ashley
Tel: 01865 361154
Ian.garsingtonpc@outlook.com
Parish Clerk: Lorna Stevenson
134 Southend Garsington Oxford OX44 9DL
Tel: 01865 361671
lornastevenson92@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Judy Westgate
71 Wheatley Road Garsington OX44 9ER
Tel: 01865 361611
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
County Cllr: Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale Lorraine.Lindsay-Gale@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Cllr:
Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie Tel: 01865 341398
elizabethgillespie9@icloud.com
Garsington C.E. Primary School
School Oﬃce
Tel: 01865 361263
Oﬃce@garsingtonprimary.org
St Mary’s Church
Rector
Karen Charman
rev.karen.charman@gmail.com
Church Wardens Mr John Hall
Tel: 01865 361429

Village Hall

Marie Holmes
Annie Winner

Village Groups
Garsington Good Neighbours
Garsington Voluntary Drivers
Garsington Society
S. Citizens Club Lorraine Boyd
Sports & Social Club
Women’s Institute Martha Griﬃths

Tel: 01865 361200
Tel: 01865 361544

please leave a message 07487680507
please leave a message 07825085550
Anghard Jeﬀrey
01865 368262
Tel: 01865 361325
Chairperson
Tel: 01865 368022
Chairman
Tel: 01865361730
President
msjgriﬃths@btinternet.com

Page 22

February

Mon 1st
Tues 2nd
Wed 3rd
Wed 10th
Sun 7th
Tues9th
Sun 14th
Tues 16th
Sun 21st

EVENTS DIARY – February/March
Parish council Zoom meeting – see garsingtonparish.org for details
Senior Citizens - cancelled
Lunch Club - cancelled
WI 7:30 pm Zoom Bingo
09:30 Online Eucharist - Zoom
Good Neighbours Tea and Cake, Village Hall - cancelled
09:30am Online Eucharist – zoom
Senior citizens - cancelled
Online Eucharist – zoom

March

Mon 1st Parish Council, Zoom meeting see garsingtonparish.org for details
Sun 6th
09:30am Online Eucharist – zoom
Tues 8th Senior Citizens - cancelled
Wed 9th Lunch Club, Village Hall 12:30 pm – cancelled
Sun 13th 09:30am Online Eucharist - zoom
Tues 15th Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4.00pm CANCELLED
Wed 16th Women’s Institute - Zoom 7:30pm
Sun 20th 09:30 Online Eucharist – zoom
Tues 22nd Senior Citizens - cancelled
Wed 23rd Last date for contributions to newsletter April/May
Sun 27th 09:30am Online Eucharist - zoom
Front Cover - Snowy beech hedge Jan 2021
Please send me any photos you think would be suitable for the front cover
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
Garsington Choir for info contact Annie Winner 01865 361544
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Allotment Plots Available in Horspath

Horspath Allotment Association (HAA) are welcoming new plot holders
to take on vacant plots in our neighbouring village.
We are a small and friendly allotment site with plot holders of varying
ages and experience.
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STEVE WILKINSON

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
- PAINTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

- PLASTERING

- REPOINTING

BRICK & STONE

- PATIOS

- FENCING

TEL : 01865891554
MOB : 07885538514
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Keith Smith

Carpentry services
Fully qualified Carpenter
skirtings, architraves, fitted
kitchens,
internal and external doors and
locks
studwork
traditional cut roofing

For friendly help and advice
please call me on 07967 564863
email keithsmith65@gmail.com
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Senior Citizens
Dare I say Happy New Year everyone, although it doesn’t
feel like it, with us all in another Lockdown, but we have
to stay safe and positive and see the light at the end of the
tunnel. Now they have started to roll out the vaccines, as
you read this you may have already had yours
.
Christmas was a strange one, but hope you were able to
enjoy the day and see your family.

I will still be sending the birthday cards out this year, the
weather has been very cold, the nights are slowly getting
lighter
.
Hopefully at some point this year we will be able to meet
up, so fingers crossed we can, stay safe everyone and take
care
.
Kind regards
,
Linda Barnett secretary
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Do you care for a friend or relative?

Do you look after a friend or a relative in their home or yours? If so, Healthwatch Oxfordshire
wants to hear from you!

As an independent champion for people who use health and social care, we want to know what
it is like to be an unpaid carer and about the help and support you receive or need.

Even if you only help someone for a few hours or you don’t see yourself as a ‘carer’, your views
are important.
If you are aged 18 or over and care for an adult relative, friend or neighbour who is elderly or
has an illness, disability, mental health problem or addiction please share your views by completing an anonymous survey at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Unpaidcarers

If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or to ask for a paper copy of the survey to
be sent out to you, please call 01865 520520.
To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
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YOUR LOCAL DIGNITY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Taking the greatest care
S. & R. CHILDS
142 Oxford Road, Cowley
Oxford OX4 2EA
01865 714 007
1 Courtland Road, Rose Hill
Oxford OX4 4HZ
01865 772 780
69 London Road, Headington
Oxford OX3 9AA
01865 427 272

dignityfunerals.co.uk/local
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Shaun Guard

TV AERIAL
SERVICES
■
■
■
■
■
■

Poor reception solved
Aerials - repaired & supplied
Internet - extension points & improved wifi
TV's - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
Extra TV points - for aerial and Sky (in HD)
Sky TV - also foreign language TV

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Oxford
01865 400141
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Editor’s Note

The Garsington Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from everyone in the parish and from businesses and organisations serving the local area.
Articles from village organisations are a vital art of the newsletter but contentious
issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided. The Editor reserves
the right not to print any article and to edit any item submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not those of the Parish Council or Editor, except where specifically stated to be (e.g. the Chairman’s remarks) and no liability can be accepted for any error or omissions although we will publish
corrections.

Useful internet information

Parish Website
www.garsingtonparish.org
Police PCSO
101 for non-urgent queries, otherwise 999.
Finding a library
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/ﬁnd-library
Reporting an overweight vehicle
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole
http://www.ﬁxmystreet.com
South Oxfordshire District Council
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains http://www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm
FlyTipping - go to southoxon.gov.uk and search for ﬂy tipping.

Important Telephone Numbers

To share information with the Police but remain anonymous call
Crimsestoppers, 0800 555111.

Oxfordshire CC(incl Fire and Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit,
Ferry Hinksey Rd Oxford OX2 0BY 01865 815397 safercommunities@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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