
Published by Garsington Parish Council                         www.garsingtonparish.org 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9  /  J A N U A R Y 2 0 2 0

Garsington
Newsletter



11, Boundary Business Park, Wheatley Rd, Garsington, Oxford, OX44 9EJ.



Useful internet information
Parish Website www.garsingtonparish.org   
Police PCSO Jordan.ede@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Finding a library http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/find-library 
Reporting an overweight vehicle
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole http://www.fixmystreet.com 
South Oxfordshire District Council     http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains http://www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm 
Fly Tipping website name is too long to put here, but go to southoxon.gov.uk and
search for fly tipping.  Link to online reporting form should come up.  

Important Telephone Numbers
When a crime is in progress and Police Presence is required IMMEDIATELY CALL 999
NEW NUMBER FOR NON EMERGENCY POLICE - CALL 101 :  To share information
with the Police, but remain anonymous, call CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111

Oxfordshire C. C. (incl. Fire & Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit,  Ferry Hinksy
Rd, Oxford OX2 OBY Tel: 01865 815397 E: safercommunities@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT RATES

per issue per 6 issues
1/4 Page upright : 90mm x 60mm £12 £ 60

landscape : 42.5mm x 124.5mm

1/2 Page 90mm x 124.5mm £24 £120

Full Page 186mm x 124.5mm £48 £240

You can supply your own advert to fit the above sizes (PDF, JPG or DOC are fine) 
We can produce artwork for you FREE OF CHARGE if so please supply 

a plain text file and any graphic/logo 

Chairman`s Remarks 
I said in the last newsletter that by the time this edition went to press we
would know what was going to happen to the pub. I was wrong. The
Garsington Community Benefit Society made two bids for the Three
Horseshoes, with and without the paddock at the rear, and all we know
at the moment is that the Society is still in the running.

The debate concerning the Northfield developments (housing between
Garsington and Oxford) has been somewhat muted following the
unprecedented intervention of the Secretary of State on the 9th October
who instructed SODC not to make any further decisions about its Local
Plan. This happened immediately before a critical meeting at which
SODC was expected to withdraw its proposals effectively for joining
Garsington to Oxford. Meanwhile the planning inspectorate continue
working away on the Local Plan as if nothing has happened and the
parish council has earmarked money in its next year`s budget for legal
fees to be incurred at the expected public enquiry.

Combewell residents who have been fighting battles against the planning
system for some years resorted to making a complaint to the Local
Government Ombudsman. Whilst it may only have a limited practical
effect, the Ombudsman did force SODC to apologise to the residents for
failing to communicate with them in an adequate manner about the
enforcement process. 

Finally, can I mention that Ian Ashley has joined the parish council. He
lives in South End and has already brought lots of fresh energy and
enthusiasm to PC meetings; the Community Benefit Society of which he
is the treasurer and the Neighborhood Planning working party.

Chris Wright



Notes from St. Mary’s Church
We are very pleased to announce the appointment of the Revd. Karen
Charman as Vicar of the combined benefice, following the interviews in
October.  Karen is currently Assistant Curate at the parish of Delaval in
the diocese of Newcastle. She trained for the ministry at Ripon College
Cuddeson from 2014 to 2016. The service licensing her to the benefice will
be on Monday the 27th of January at All Saints Church, Cuddesdon. There
will be refreshments after the service – all are welcome. 

Karen has sent us this message:

I am delighted that I shall be joining you as Vicar of the Benefice of Garsington,
Cuddesdon and Horspath; and I am really looking forward to getting to know you
and to walking with you in our shared pilgrimage of faith, as we seek to share the
Good News of God’s love with all those who live, work, or attend school or college,
in the Benefice.

I thoroughly enjoyed living and worshipping in the Benefice while I trained at
Ripon College, and particularly enjoyed visiting all three churches whilst serving
as church sacristan for a year. My husband Martin and I are excited that we will be
moving back to this beautiful part of Oxfordshire, and look forward to joining you. 

Meanwhile, you are all in my thoughts and prayers; and I hope that you will pray
for Martin and me as we prepare to join you.

Last month I mentioned that Olivia Graham had been named as the next
Bishop of Reading: now it is the turn of our part of the diocese - the
Dorchester area - of the diocese to find a new bishop. Colin Fletcher has
been our Area Bishop for 20 years, and during that time has twice acted
as the Diocesan Bishop. We thank him for his support and pastoral over-
sight, and our prayers go with him as he retires. 

As you read this issue of the village newsletter, our minds will be on two
things – the forthcoming general election and Christmas!

A group of bishops has issued a letter about the forthcoming general elec-
tion, warning that people "feel detached" from politics and calling for a
"fresh moral vision of the kind of country we want to be". One of the bish-
ops has explained the letter: "It's not a shopping list of policies  …  it is an
encouragement to our own people to be engaged with our political culture
…  the only manifesto the Church is signed up to is the teaching of Jesus." 
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Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL 
SERVICES

Call Oxford
01865 400141



Tel : Adam on 01844 339793 
or 01865 875031 (after 6pm) 

Mobile 07976 352293 (8am-6pm)
Email : adousley01865@gmail.com

Registered member 
of the Electrical
Contractors
Association

All types of electrical installation work 
including test, inspection and certification

There is a tension between electing an individual to be our MP in this
Henley constituency, and recognising that most MPs belong to a political
party – are we voting for a person or for policies?? One thing we have
learned from the past few months is that individual MPs have their own
views and have not drawn back from resigning from their parties as mat-
ters of principle. So perhaps we should try to find out about our local can-
didates as one part of considering how to vote.

We also look forward to Advent – some of us look forward to Advent
Calendars! - and to Christmas. Advent marks the beginning of the church
year. It is a time for reflection in darkness, for renewal of hope and for a
movement towards a beginning. Advent is a season of expectation and
preparation as the Church prepares to celebrate the coming of Christ: it
falls at the darkest time of the year, and the natural symbols of darkness
and light are powerfully at work throughout Advent and Christmas. The
gospel accounts of the first Christmas provide so many ways for us to enter
into the mystery of God becoming human.

• there are hosts of angels filling the night sky with singing
• a group of astounded shepherds on a hillside who find their lives and
expectations turn upside down 
• there is a shining star and the birth of a child, which, like many other
births before and since, bring hope and possibility 
• and the readings for Christmas day invite us to look beyond the joy
of Jesus' birth to the significance of his life and the saving power of his
future death and resurrection.

All are welcome to our Carol Service, which is at 6pm on the 15th
December, with refreshments afterwards
. 
Thank you for all those who came to and enjoyed Garsington’s Own
Antiques Roadshow on the 5th of October at the Village Hall: £1200 was
raised for the church roof repair fund.  We continue to work with our
church architect, Robert Montgomery, to finalise quotations for the work to
be done. Donations now are very welcome, please contact Robin Frazer
with any donations or intention to donate.

Anyone wanting to arrange a baptism, wedding, or funeral during the
vacancy should first of all contact Emily Elias, the joint benefice adminis-

A D OUSLEY
Domestic & Commercial Electrician 

        

Self-Storage Containers
20 x 8 x 8 Foot

New with insulated roof 
to prevent condensation

Easy access in Garsington
drive right up - Ideal storage for 
Moving Home / Archiving / Cars

T&C’s apply:
surmanagriculture@hotmail.com
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trator, who is available on 07538 105598, and emilyjmelias@gmail.com.
Please contact John Hall (joni_hall@btinternet.com or 01865 361429) or
Robin or Eileen Frazer (robinfrazer50@btinternet.com or 01865 361639)
in the first instance for other pastoral concerns.

There is a Food Donation Box in the church by the servery for Asylum
Welcome. Please put in it any groceries you can donate to help asylum
seekers and refugees across Oxford and the local community. They need:
coffee, tea, cooking oil, tinned tomatoes, sugar, pasta, rice, tinned fruit,
long life milk, tinned fish, toothpaste, tooth brushes, soap, shampoo,
nappies etc. Thank you.

The services for the next two months are given below. Other regular
events continue, including the monthly Friday café at the church, and are
all detailed in the benefice news, copies of which are always to be found
at the back of the church. 

 
Japlene 
DDrreessssmmaakkeerrss 

 
We can create an outfit for any occasion 

 whatever 
 your age, size or budget, including: 

 
Wedding and Bridesmaid Dresses 

Mother of the Bride 
Formal occasions 

Daywear   
 

We also make cushions and curtains, and 
 offer a full alteration service 

 
28 The Hill Garsington OX44 9DG 

Tel 01865 361225, Mob 07919453387 
 

www.japlene.com, www.japlene.co.uk 
e-mail: hydepauline@sky.com 

 

 
                            

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by various

contributors are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council.
The inclusion of an article in this
publication does not necessarily

imply a recommendation of its aims,
policies or methods.

The Newsletter cannot be held 
responsible for the information 

disclosed by advertisements, which 
are taken in good faith. No liability can
be accepted for loss or inconvenience
caused as a result of error or omission.

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO  SHORTEN OR  REJECT MATERIAL.

Sacred Heart

Catholic Church
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys OX4
6BD (car park in Poulton Place)

Welcome! we are the
Catholic Parish Church
for the Garsington area.

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
9.30am, with music and 

children’s liturgy and 6.00pm

For all enquiries 
please call the church office 

(01865) 776903

Garsington Lunch Club
Lunch Club takes place in the Village Hall 

on the first Wednesday of every month.

The next lunch club will be Wednesday 4th December 2019.  There
will not be a lunch club in January they will resume on Wednesday
5th February 2020 at 12.30pm in the Village Hall, the two course
lunch costs £5.  

If you are a regular and are unable to come on any specific date it
would be appreciated if you could let us know by Monday morning at
the latest in the week that lunch club takes place on either 01865
361639 or 343563.

If you would like to join us at lunch club and have not been before
then please contact Eileen on 01865 361639 for further information.
We wish you all a very happy Christmas and a healthy New Year

Eileen, Judy and Nancy



Services at St Mary’s
December 2019 and January 2020 

1st December  The First Sunday of Advent 
10am Benefice Service at St Mary’s,

USPG Special followed by lunch at the Village Hall

8th December The Second Sunday of Advent  
9.30am Parish Communion

15th December The Third Sunday of Advent
6pm       Garsington Carol Service: all welcome with refreshments afterwards

22nd December The Fourth Sunday of Advent  
9.30am  Family Communion 

24th December Christmas Eve  
11.30pm Midnight Mass

25th December Christmas Day 
9.30am Parish Communion

29th December The First Sunday of Christmas  
9.30am Benefice Communion at  All Saints’, Cuddesdon

5th January  Epiphany  
10am Benefice Service at St Giles’, Horspath

12th January  Baptism of Christ 
9.30am  Parish Communion

19th January  The Second Sunday of Epiphany  
9.30am Family Communion

26th January  The Third Sunday of Epiphany 
9.30am  Breakfast discussion time 

Monday 27th January 
Licensing of Karen Charman at All Saints Church, Cuddesdon.

The Benefice website is: www.gchparishes.co.uk where you will find recent sermons,
a gallery of pictures as well as news items on recent events, and what to look out for
in the coming months. St Mary’s Church (together with All Saints’, Cuddesdon and
St Giles’, Horspath) can now be found on Twitter and Instagram! Find us
@BeneficeGCH for regular posts about church events, news, church facts, prayers
and generally interesting content about the daily workings of our village churches.
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Voted by Abingdon and Witney College  
‘Student of the Year 2003-2004’ 

Recently trained in Carnaby Street, London 
 

Professional, personal, caring treatments in a relaxed 
atmosphere 

 
Facials, Manicures, Pedicures, Nail Art, 

St. Tropez Self Tan, Tinting, Waxing, Makeovers,  
Eyelash Perming, Bridal Packages, Ear Piercing, 

Minx Manicures and Pedicures, 
Lash Perfect Lash Extensions 

 
Gifts and Gift Vouchers available 

 
Call anytime to discuss your individual requirements 

 
College View, 62 Wheatley Road, Garsington, Oxford  

OX44 9ER 
 

01865 361449 or 0797 9348023 
 

Off Street Parking 

 
 

Garsington Village Hall
Fully refurbished facilities available for hire:

Large function room – Adjoining committee/reception room

Fully modernised kitchen – up-to-date disabled facilities

Staging and presentation equipment

Check us out at www.garsingtonvillagehall.com

Whatever your requirements we are sure we can help

For more information telephone one of the numbers below.

To make a booking please complete a booking form via the
web or telephone: Marie Holmes 361200 Annie Winter 361544



20 years of 
Curtain Making 

in Garsington

Garsington CE Primary School News 

Hello! We are the Red Kite reporters from Garsington CE Primary
School. So that you know who we are, we are Milo, Emma, Shay and
Camille. We are all in Year 5. We would like to share with you some of
the things that we have enjoyed recently at school. 

Kindness Week
Last week it was National Anti Bullying Week. We call it kindness week
as our aim at Garsington is to make sure that everyone feels happy and
safe. During the week each class wrote a kindness charter showing our
responsibilities to achieve this. We also talked a lot about who we can
talk to if we are worried about something. Classes have two Friendship
Champions and these are children that we can talk to if we don’t have
anyone to play with or we feel upset. At the end of Kindness week we all
painted a rock and wrote a lovely message on it. We then hid the rocks
and went on a hunt to find one to take home. 

Children In Need
Last Friday we all dressed in bright colours and brought £1 in towards
Children In Need. We have a charities council who led our assembly that
day and talked to us about how our money will help children locally and
around the country. 



Open Morning
We recently had an open morning for parents to look around our school.
We hope that they saw all the lovely things about our school including
how kind we are to each other, our great behaviour, the way we learn in
a fun way and our helpful teachers. If you would like to look around the
school please phone or email the school office (details below).

Coming up… Christmas!
We are really looking forward to Christmas and watching the
Foundation Stage and Key Stage One Nativity plays. The acting and
singing will be great. I remember being the sheep when I was in
Foundation Stage!

On Friday 6th December we are having a Christmas Craft Fair. All the
children make a craft for the fair. It starts at 3.15 and everyone is wel-
come. It will be lots of fun and we have a special guest… Santa!. There
will also be a chance to win lots of wonderful hampers!

Aspirations Week
In January we will be holding an Aspirations Week. This is when we
invite parents and people in the community in to talk about their jobs.
If you would like to come and talk to us then please let us know.

Wanted!
We are still looking for a lollipop man or lady to help us to cross the road
outside the school safely. We would love you to help us and we promise
to always greet you with a smile.

We are also looking for people to come and read with our children. If
you can spare any time then please contact Karen Wadforth 01865
361263 office@garsingtonprimary.org 

Thank you for reading our news.

Written by Milo, Camille, Emma and Shay
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The Garsington Society was formed in November 1988 as a result of concerns
over large scale proposals for unsuitable development in the green belt, with
the aim of coordinating and cooperating with local authorities, planning
committees, voluntary organisations, charities and other bodies with similar
aims to those of the Society. We are currently supporting the Expressway
Action Group in the fight against the expressway and the development at
Northfield brook, and supporting the campaign to Save the Three
Horseshoes. The Society’s committee organises a varied programme of talks
and social events for the village, which are open to all, including non-mem-
bers, and we are always pleased to welcome new members.

In October, George Lacey-Smith entertained us with a very interesting talk on
the history of HMS Belfast, the Imperial War Museum’s largest exhibit, with
fascinating clips from Pathe News and other sources. In November Roger
Heath Brown described the work he and Fay Banks have been doing for
"A Botanical Atlas of Great Britain", recording rare plants growing in our
village and further afield. The research will finish at the end of 2019 and the
Atlas will be published online in the next year or so. We are very grateful to
our speakers, without whom we would be unable to provide a programme
of such varied and interesting topics; we would be glad to hear from anyone
who might be willing to give a suitable talk.

We look forward to seeing members old and new at the Society’s brief AGM
at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21 January 2020, followed at 8pm by a brief history of
the international news agency Reuters, with Henry Manisty who will give
anecdotes from his time working at various global locations (this talk was
postponed from 2019). The programme for 2020 will be available at this event
and membership can be renewed; the token £3 annual subscription is vital to
support campaign funds and ensures that we can keep our membership list
up to date and can email you information about events. 

We would be very pleased to have some new (and younger!) committee
members. The committee meets about six time a year to plan events etc,
and meetings are informal and sociable. Please contact Angharad Jeffery
for more information: angharadrichard@yahoo.com or 368262.

Kay Willbery 
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Season’s Greetings from 
The Garsington Society

Airport Transfers
Professional and reliable
Fully licenced local drivers

Free in car Wi-Fi
Pre-bookings only
Credit cards accepted

Modern Executive Cars
01865 876699
07585 699908

E: bookings@ccbcars.com
Online: www.ccbcars.com



Garsington Women’s Institute
Following my decision to stand down at President at our next AGM and
with at that time nobody coming forward to take up the position, we
asked our WI Advisor to attend our October meeting. She outlined that if
we could not get people to take on the Officers’ positions the WI would
have to be suspended in December.

I was expecting in this edition of the Newsletter to tell everyone that after
90 years the Women’s Institute was being suspended. However we
have been very fortunate and two existing members have agreed to put
themselves forward for President and Treasurer at our AGM early next
year as without these nominations the WI would have closed.

We always need new members if we are to continue a WI in Garsington,
so why not give it a try as a visitor.  It is an evening out once a month on
a Wednesday where some months we have a speaker and others are used
for social/craft evenings.

Apart from the WI Advisor visit in October we had a lovely evening once
the business was out of the way enjoying cheese, wine and conversation.
In November we had a craft evening led by Martha, Mavis and Elizabeth,
making Christmas Baubles, some of us took the easy route with paint and
stickers and some members made beautiful fabric baubles.  Thank you so
much to the three ladies who provided all the materials for this lovely
friendly evening.

In December, 19 members are off the Denman College for our Christmas
Lunch, and we will not be having an evening meeting in December.

We will resume on January 8th 2020 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, with
hopefully a rejuvenated WI.  Our speaker will be Sarah Sampler who is a
Chiropractor and will be talking on General Health.

We would also like to remind everyone of the Table Tennis Club that
takes place in the Sports and Social Club every Thursday at 7.30pm, this
is open to everyone and they need new members, so why not go along
and meet this friendly group for a little gentle exercise.

We would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a success-
ful and healthy New Year, why not come and give us a try in 2020.

Judy Eden



Buzz us about our Virtual Office Support
01865 893200  |  hello@jennings.co.uk  |  jennings.co.uk

Business support foruB  fo fott ropp suss susensi  or o

9 855 86180
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Are you interested in refurbishing  
your home but too busy to organise  
it and unsure of where to start?

Under Construction offers a total renovation and  
redecoration service, including the management of 
all specialist trades, to provide you with the beautiful 
home you desire.

From blueprint to decoration, your home improvement 
project will be personally managed and implemented  
by Geoff Barker. Whether you are looking for a new 
kitchen, bathroom, garden landscape or even a  
complete refurbishment, Geoff offers a one-stop  
shop that provides you with a service you can trust.  
Based in South Oxfordshire, he brings creative vision, 

attention to detail and process management skills to 
all his projects, utilising a network of trusted specialist 
tradesmen to deliver outstanding results.

So remove the stress and time it takes to plan and 
co-ordinate your home improvements and let Geoff  
help you with a friendly, professional service that 
delivers the highest standards on time and to budget 
– with a smile.  

●  Complete refurbishment property solutions – 
Project Management

● Carpentry – fitting, trimming and design 
● Kitchen and Bathroom – design to installation 
● Decoration – plastering, painting and decoration 
● Landscaping – design to creation

Please contact Geoff Barker for a free no-obligation 
detailed quotation.

All quotations come with a complete cost breakdown  
to ensure full peace of mind.

Contact us on: mobile 07870 239973  
email Geoff.d.barker@btinternet.com

 
 

 

 Do you want to 
help us research 
a new treatment 
for depression?

For information 
in confidence, with no 

obligation to participate:

Contact us
07775 007621 

perl@psych.ox.ac.uk

Find out more at 
www.restandstudy.co.uk
or www.restartstudy.co.uk 

We are looking for people who have been 
feeling sad, low or unmotivated 
more days than not for the last couple 
of weeks, who are not undergoing 
psychological therapy, to take part in a study.

Are you
Feeling 
Low?
Aged 18-65?
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CALL PLUMBING HEATING
TAPWASHERS & PLUMBING 

Repairs • Installations

BOILERS, COOKERS, GASFIRES
Serviced • Repaired • Replaced

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
Installations • Cleansing • Servicing

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

UNDERFLOOR HEATING

EMERGENCY REPAIRS

Best Prices, Service and Reliability

LEE BECKETT
01491 614233 or 

07773 168120 

www.walkinshowerbaths.co.uk

 

Wheatley Dental Practice
01865 873314

We are currently accepting new
patients at our friendly local 

dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists 

or call in for more details!

Tooth whitening and facial 

aesthetic treatments available.

Catherine Peers BDS, 
Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS

Claudia Conde
MClinDent(Prostho.)London

Rachel Hyde RDH Jane Smale RDH

Candy Owens RDH

96 Church Rd, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com

LADIES & GENTS
HAIRDRESSER

ELM DRIVE - GARSINGTON
01865 361445

Ovenblitz the solution to any dirty oven Ovenblitz

Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need 
never do again. EVER!!!

We clean any oven, cooker, hob,
extractor, microwave, BBQ

Using non caustic and non toxic
products in your home

Prices start from as little as £35 for
a single oven

Agas and Rayburn priced according to size

Call 07749 597 627 or go on line
www.ovenblitz.co.uk

ovenblitz@googlemail.com
Weekend appointments available

We Blitz Your Oven.

the solution to any dirty ovenOvenblitz  

 

Ovenblitzthe solution to any dirty oven  

 

the solution to any dirty oven

Prices start from as little as £35 for

products in your home
Using non caustic and non toxic

, microwave, BBQextractor
e clean any oven, cookerW

never do again. EVER!!!
Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need

Ovenblitz  

 

Ovenblitz

Prices start from as little as £35 for

products in your home
Using non caustic and non toxic

, microwave, BBQ
, hob,e clean any oven, cooker

never do again. EVER!!!
Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need

the solution to any dirty oven  

 

eekend appointments availableW

ovenblitz@googlemail.com
.ovenblitz.co.ukwww

 or go on line07749 597 627Call 

Agas and Rayburn priced according to size

a single oven

our Oven.e Blitz YW

  

 

eekend appointments available

ovenblitz@googlemail.com
.ovenblitz.co.uk

 or go on line

Agas and Rayburn priced according to size

a single oven

our Oven.



Wheatley Library
01865 875267

Dates to note: 

Thursday 5th December 15.45 - 16.15
Gadgets and Gizmos
Come and play with ozobots, turn a banana into a keyboard and create your
own interactive adventure story.  For children 8 years and up. Children must be
accompanied by an adult.  Space is limited so book your place early.

Friday 6th December 19.30 - 21.00
Friends of Wheatley Library Clarinet group 

Saturday 21st December 9.30-12.30 - Mince pies

Christmas and New Year closing times -  Closed from
13.00 21st Saturday 21/12/19 to Wednesday 01/01/20

Re-open 2pm 02/01/20 In the New Year

Tuesday 7 January 10.00-11.00
Mapletree Children’s centre hosts Rhymetime in the library
All children welcome and must be accompanied by an adult

Friday 24th January 10.30-11.30
Opera in an hour  - Come along to create a story in song.  It’s all in good fun.

Saturday 25th January 9.30-12.30
Book sale of withdrawn library stock

Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events:
On-going sale of donated books
Monday craft sessions weekly from 10-12, 2-4pm, and 7-9pm – 
there will be a break over Christmas.
First Friday of the month, Clarinet Players at 7.30pm 

Book donations
We gratefully receive good quality “as-new” donations of adult fiction.
If you buy books to read but don’t want the clutter, please consider
donating them to the library.

Thank you and happy holidays from staff and volunteers of Wheatley Library

• PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

• PLASTERING
• REPOINTING
Brick & Stone

• PATIO’S
• FENCING

TEL: 01865 891554
MOB : 07885 538514

STEVE WILKINS0N
PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE

Flowerbelles Florist

Bespoke Floristry Service 
for Corporate Events,

Weddings, Funerals and
All other Occasions

r
See us on Facebook: 

flowerbellesoxfordflorist

Contact: 
Jane@flowerbellesoxford.co.uk

Tel: 07818 405383

 

 

 

 

Beauty Salon in Drayton St. Leonard, with plenty of free parking  
I have over 10 years experience and specialise in manicures &  pedicures, gel nails,  

tanning, waxing, tinting and eyebrow treatments.  
As a welcome treat, enjoy a complimentary file and polish.  

I look forward to welcoming you!  
Paige  

07584 665790  
paige@willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk   
www.willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk  

 



Wheatley Village Archive
The Wheatley Heritage Trail is now officially launched. The Trail, funded by
a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund and a generous donation by
Wheatley WI to commemorate their centenary, was launched by Tom
Hassall. We do hope you all enjoy the Trail while furthering your knowledge
of the village from the comprehensive leaflet.

The Archive History Group had its last talk of the year on 26th November on
Farms and Farmhouses in the village and an interesting programme of talks
and tours has been arranged for 2020 with talks taking place in the Merry
Bells. Initial dates for your new calendar include ‘Oxfordshire in the Civil
Wars’ on 7th January and ‘The Lost Villages of Oxfordshire’ on 4th February.
Contact Michael Heaton on michael@wheatleyarchive.org.uk for details of
membership or just turn up at a meeting. 

Talking of new calendars – copies of the Wheatley Archive Calendar are
selling like hot cakes. Do buy yours at the village Christmas Fair on Friday,
29th November, or before at the Archive room for £8.00 if you want to send
one abroad.

The Archive Room is open on Thursday afternoons from 2-5pm and on the last
Saturday of the month from 10-12. It can be available at other times by request. 

The History Group, the Trail and the new website have made 2019 a very
busy and productive year for the Archive team and we would like to thank
all those who have supported us. Happy Christmas and New Year.

Steph Cox

Nostalgia
A drawer opened, with letters and cards,

photographs faded with unfamiliar
faces, people long forgotten.

Ribbons of satin, and lace edged flowers
embroidered on fine lawn.

Strands of silk, bobbins and thimbles
fall to the floor.

A scent bottle collects the dust,
and a trinket box, a small token 

of love perhaps, holds a single rose.

 
 

GARSINGTON VOLUNTARY DRIVERS 
 

Do you have medical or mobility problems and need a little extra help 
to get to medical appointments or events within the village? 

Do you find it difficult to use public transport? 
 

Phone 07825 085550 
Monday to Friday 

and leave a message, we will call you back  
We need at least 48 hours notice to find a driver 

 
We will drive you there and back for the cost of the fuel 

 
We always welcome new drivers 

Enquiries to the Organiser, Fiona Rix 01865 361266 
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Carol Singing With Refreshment
December 10th - 2.30pm-4.00pm

Village Hall

The singers from the BBC will be there 
to lead the singing.

Everyone welcome and
bring your friends.

There will be a collection for 
Garsington Good Neighbours. 

If you would like a lift please phone 07487 680507 
or Jane Kay 01865 361497 and leave a message.

Garsington Good Neighbours 
!
 
We are volunteers who live in Garsington who are willing to help with light tasks in the home or garden, or 
do occasional shopping if you are no longer able to yourself. Or we can just come and say “Hello”. 
 

Telephone 07487 680507 
Leave a message Monday -Friday and we will phone you back later that day 

 
 
   

  We also serve tea and cake in the Village Hall 2.30-4.00pm for £1.00  
   on the second Tuesday of each month. 

Advanced notice 
Carol Singing with singers from the BBC on December 11th 

 
       Everyone is welcome. 

If you would like a lift to tea please contact us. 
   

    
Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 or Tina Everett 01865 361429 

Garsington Good Neighbours 
!
 
We are volunteers who live in Garsington who are willing to help with light tasks in the home or garden, or 
do occasional shopping if you are no longer able to yourself. Or we can just come and say “Hello”. 
 

Telephone 07487 680507 
Leave a message Monday -Friday and we will phone you back later that day 

 
 
   

  We also serve tea and cake in the Village Hall 2.30-4.00pm for £1.00  
   on the second Tuesday of each month. 

Advanced notice 
Carol Singing with singers from the BBC on December 11th 

 
       Everyone is welcome. 

If you would like a lift to tea please contact us. 
   

    
Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 or Tina Everett 01865 361429 



Garsington Sports & Social Club 
October - December News  2019 

Updates from the Chairman, 
So here we are again, pondering the Christmas rush and wondering if
we'll get our jobs finished, how are we going to pay for it, and what to get
for great Aunty Mable! This 2019 year has been a challenging one at the
Club, and we're nearly there with all the end of year events to see it off.

We've tried to keep on looking for entertaining evenings and pulling this
community together. With varying degrees of success, we continue to
work hard behind the scenes and think of ways of attracting people to
our venue. We've spent more money than before this year, with
upgrades to the sound and vision system, installation of BT Sports, a
new cooler for the beer stores, painting and decorating around the place,
let alone urgent roof repairs, so I'm fully aware of pressures to keep the
place alive and supported. 

As Chairman and with a committee of diehards, we have a couple of
months left before it’s re-election time and decisions as to whether we
stand down and give someone else a try, or continue to put in the hours
to give something back to the village, and offer those superb sporting
facilities to all teams. Those decisions are based mainly on how the Club
runs and whether we can attract people down for events to keep the bills
paid, and gain in house support on the bars and functions. Signs are it’s
getting harder to do both, with a changing village life and more things
to occupy people’s time. Time will tell but for now we'll do our best to
complete our latest year and hope that many of you will join us to show
this is a place the village and members want to keep, and indeed thrive.

So we move on to what's been happening with our sporting teams since
the last update. Well, the mens' football sides continue to challenge at the
top of their respective leagues, with both sides only having one loss to
their names, so a fantastic couple of months already in the bag. Our two
youth sides continue to massively improve. I've had the pleasure of
watching a few of their games and from week to week the performances
are escalating to a much higher level. Great to see and reward for our
club coaches for all their hard work.

Climate 
Emergency!

What difference can individuals and families make?

u Switch off / unplug lights and appliances when  
not in use

u Reduce consumption of red meat 

u Don’t buy bottled water – and take a travel cup

u Get your milk delivered in reusable glass bottles  
(www.milkandmore.co.uk)

u Shower yourself and your clothes less frequently

u Turn down heating - wear more clothes!

u Buy recycled – kitchen roll, loo paper, charity shops

u Reduce use of cling film – not biodegradable.

Please let us know what you choose– so we can add
them all up and feel we are having an impact. 

Wyn Jones 01865 361238 
wynannjones@yahoo.com
Annie Winner 01865 361544
a.winner@btinternet.com
Oxfam superstore  www.oxfam.org.uk/superstore
Extinction Rebellion:  www.xroxford.org
Ethical shopping:   www.ethicalshop.org

Climate    
Emergency! 
What difference can individuals and families 
make? 
Switch off / unplug lights and appliances when not 
in use 
 Reduce consumption of red meat  
Don!t buy bottled water – and take a travel cup 
Get your milk delivered in reusable glass bottles 
(www.milkandmore.co.uk) 
Shower yourself and your clothes less frequently 
 
Turn down heating - wear more clothes! 
Buy recycled – kitchen roll, loo paper, charity shops 
Reduce use of cling film – not biodegradable. 
Please let us know what you choose– so we can add 
them all up and feel we are having an impact.  
Wyn Jones 01865 361238 wynannjones@yahoo.com 
Annie Winner 01865 361544 
a.winner@btinternet.com 
Oxfam superstore  www.oxfam.org.uk/superstore 
Extinction Rebellion:  www.xroxford.org 
Ethical shopping:   www.ethicalshop.org 
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Newsletter Deliverer Required
After many years of faithful service David Baker has decided to retire
from newsletter delivery in Kings Copse. This leaves a large hole to be
filled as he has been delivering all 120 newsletters to the residents of
Kings Copse.

If possible a resident of Kings Copse would be the best option for this job.
In fact several residents could decide to share this responsibility between
them.  It may be possible for someone to hold several copies and let
neighbours know that they can collect their copy.  Any other    sugges-
tions as to how delivery might be carried out would be welcome.

I will deliver the newsletters myself for the next one or two issues but
this can’t be a long term solution. 

Any interested residents let me know please.  
Editor. Judith Westgate, judithwestgate@btinternet.com 01865 361611

Senior Citizens Club
As you read this we will have been on our last trip to Southampton
Christmas shopping.

On Tuesday 17th December we will be holding our Christmas party 2pm
at the club, no bingo that day, but we will be drawing the Christmas raffle.

The committee would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a
happy new year, and thank you to everyone who continues to work
hard, so the club can continue.  

Dates for Diary
Tuesday 7th January
Tuesday 21st January
Tuesday 4th February
Tuesday 18th February

All meetings held at Garsington Sports club Denton Lane at 2pm

Linda Barnett Secretary

Our ball bashers continue to represent this winning club with aplomb,
currently sitting top of their winter league and looking promising for an
end of season title bash. Not bad for a side literally put together last year
and taking on seasoned players under the new rules. It’s a pleasure to be
a part of this team. Likewise the darts team who remain unbeaten this
season in a very competitive league.  As a player in this team too, the
standard of everyone has risen to a great level, with regular 180s from the
teamsters, winning doubles from both the men and ladies throwing, and
a cheeky little treble twenty, treble twenty, double sixteen from my good
self recently to be in contention for the highest checkout. 

As you can see this club is a winners’ club, but we play all our sports in the
right spirit, in the taking part and winning is the bonus attitude. Long may
that continue, whether I'm at the helm personally or not in the future.

So it just remains for me to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year and thank you to those who've supported us this last year.
Plenty more to do, so don’t be strangers!

Rob Jeffery.

Thanks for your update Mr Chairman, my turn now!
Once again we are heading towards Christmas and yet another year
seems to have flown by! 

Another busy time event-wise for the club after a bit of a lull following
the summer. We have been trying to make the most of our big screen by
showing various sporting events such as the Tourun Speedway GP,
England games and Oxford United football and of course the rugby! And
we all know how that went! A very early start for the few that did turn
up, but a good time had by those who attended in the spirit of what we
are trying to do in the club! All making use of the BT Sports package and
showing on the big screen, and of course the bar was open for those who
wanted to partake! 

We had a cracking race night, raising funds for the Under 9s football team
organised and run by the manager Ian, great fun was had by all and a fan-
tastic amount was raised, which will help to fund the indoor training costs. 

We have enjoyed the return of The quiz with 2 in quick succession and
well attended which is great to see! Mike’s girls having a winning streak
of 3 rounds in the last quiz! 



Future events coming up in the run up to Christmas
We are running our Christmas squares, where you can pick a number on
the squares sheet, pay £1 per number, all the money raised will go back
into prizes and will be drawn at the club Christmas Party on 21st
December. Please get in touch via Facebook or email if you’d like a
square but can’t get to the club in the meantime.

Saturday 7th December - Rick Sheehan - Doors open at 7pm
The return of top comedy impressionist Rick Sheehan to entertain us as
Mrs Brown, Freddie Mercury, Elton John, Alan Carr and many more!
Tickets only event members £7, Non-members £8, kids/OAPs/students £5

Friday 13th December - Medium night - Doors open at 7pm
We have world renowned medium Tony Stockwell, this is strictly a
ticket only entry event, Tickets are £15 and are only available from Rob
Jeffery or John Goodey at Thamesdown nursery on Oxford Road.

Sat. 21st December - The Club Christmas party - Doors open from 4pm
A chance to relax and unwind, join in with a few games for both kids and
adults. Small present for the children but please let us know how many
and what age so we can organise Santa’s Little helper! Cash Bar open
throughout. You are welcome to bring your own food, (but obviously no
drinks please due to licensing laws!)
Come along and relax before the big day with family and friends, pool
and darts challenges for the adults with a chance to win a free drink!
Finally the Christmas draw will be made at this event so be sure to get
yours as soon as possible!

Sunday 22nd December - Doors open from 6pm
Your final quiz of 2019 ! Barrie always has a surprise or two in store for
this one be it test tube smells or Christmas themed rounds! 
Entry costs just £2 per adult, kids are welcome and are free!  If the
jackpot question has rolled over the it will be won at this final quiz!
Again no overall winner just winners for individual rounds, just good
natured rivalry, fun and laughs

For all ticketed events please get in touch via Facebook, phone, email, to
request your tickets. Contact us E-mail garsingtonssc@gmail.com
Phone    Rob Jeffery 01865 368022 or Deb Walker 01865 361255

For all of our events and news please Like us on Facebook @gtonsports, or search
Garsington Sports and Social club or follow us on Twitter @Garsington_SSC

Volunteers needed to listen to 
children read in local primary schools
Can you spare an hour or two a week to listen to children read in a local
primary school?  Schoolreaders is looking for more volunteers in
Oxfordshire to carry out this important role.

Reading time for many children at home and at school is often
insufficient and according to Government statistics, one in four children
are now leaving primary school unable to read to the expected standard.
This can have a lifelong consequence.  

Schoolreaders is flexible and aims to match your availability to an
appropriate, local school.  No qualifications are necessary, just a good
command of spoken and written English and a commitment of one year
is requested. Our volunteers find the scheme incredibly rewarding,
knowing that a few hours helping a child learn to read each week can
have such a great impact on their life chances. 

Please visit the website www.schoolreaders.org  to join or call 01234
924111 for further information.

Food Waste Recycling
We have received the following advice from the contractor who
processes the district council’s food waste. Agrivert’s anaerobic
digestion plant is  able to accept thin plastic bags, such as carrier bags,
bread bags, paper wrappings, or normal pedal bin liners. These can all
be separated from food waste and are thereafter sent to an Energy
Recovery facility to be turned into energy.  Compostable bags can be
used in the food waste caddies but are not necessary. 

Christmas Tree Recycling
Garsington Parish Council will have 2 Christmas tree recycling points,
One in the Elm Drive shops car park and one at the back of the Three
Horseshoes pub car park

The collection day will be Monday 13 January – last day to place the trees
out is Sunday 12 January. 



NEW - REVISED BUS TIMETABLES 

‘Babe, the Sheep-Pig’ 

In January Wheatley Productions are putting on 'Babe, the sheep-pig' -
an play adaptation of Dick King-Smith's book written by David Wood - 
in Wheatley Primary School on Friday the 24th and 7:30 and Saturday
the 25th at 2:30 and 7:30.  Come and enjoy the story of a small pig
who gets befriended by sheep, dogs, ducks and a cockerell!! -

on his way to learning how to be a sheep-dog ... pig!  
Fun for all the family.      For tickets please contact 01865 872833.

FRIDAY café in St Mary’s Church
Why not come and join us at the next Friday Café,

on December 20th 2019 and January 17th 2020

from 10am to 12 midday

Everyone is welcome. Play area for Children 
Join us in the Church for a cup of tea or coffee and
a piece of cake (50p).

Transport can be arranged.

Contact: Eileen Frazer 361639

Christmas Wishes from John Howell
As regular readers will know I usually write a monthly newsletter for parish
magazines. As Parliament has been dissolved for the General Election I am no
longer in a position to do so. However having worked with you all for the major-
ity of this year I would like to send a personal thank you for all that you do in
your communities week by week, and month by month. I know that at times our
community work can be a thankless task but please be assured it is appreciat-
ed, especially by me.  As this note will appear in December magazines I would
also like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a peaceful Christmas and to
send my best wishes for the year ahead. Should I be in a position to work with
you again in 2020 I look forward to it. If not then my sincere thanks for all that
you have done in the time that we have worked together. 

'Babe, the Sheep-pig' 
 
In January Wheatley Productions are putting on 'Babe, the sheep-pig' - an play adaptation of 
Dick King-Smith's book written by David Wood - in Wheatley Primary School on Friday the 
24th and 7:30 and Saturday the 25th at 2:30 and 7:30.  Come and enjoy the story of a small 
pig who gets befriended by sheep, dogs, ducks and a cockerell!! - on his way to learning how 
to be a sheep-dog ... pig!  Fun for all the family.  For tickets please contact 01865 872833. 
 

   



EVENTS DIARY  - December -January 2019
December
Sun 1st First Sunday in Advent Benefice service St Mary’s 10:00
Sun 1st Garsington Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm
Mon 2nd Parish Council, Village Hall, 7:30pm
Tues 3rd  Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm
Wed 4th  Lunch Club, Village Hall 12:30 pm
Sat 7th Sports and Social Club -  Rick Sheehan impressionist 7pm
Sun 8th Second Sunday in Advent Parish Communion 09:30 St Mary’s 
Sun 8th Garsington Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm
Tues 10th Good Neighbours Carol Singing + Tea and Cakes Village Hall 2:30-4pm
Fri 13th Sports and Social Club Medium night see article for details
Sun 15th Third Sunday in Advent - Carol Service 6pm 
Tues 17th Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm
Fri 20th  St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon
Sat 21st   Sports and Social club Christmas Party doors open from 4pm
Sun 22nd  Fourth Sunday in Advent Family Communion St Mary’s Garsington 09:30
Sun 22nd Sports and Social Club Quiz night doors open 6pm
Tues 24th  Christmas eve Midnight Mass 11:30pm St Mary’s
Wed 25th Christmas Day Parish Communion 08:30 St Mary’s
Sun 29th  Breakfast at St Mary’s 09:30am

January
Mon 6th   Parish Council, Village Hall, 7:30pm
Tues 7th  Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm  
Wed 8th Garsington Women’s Institute Village Hall 7:30pm
Sun 12th Parish Communion Baptism of Christ 09:30 St Mary’s
Tues 14th Garsington Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4.00pm
Fri 17th St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon
Sun 19th Second Sunday of Epiphany Family Communion at St Mary’s 09:30am
Sun 19th Garsington Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm
Tues 21st  Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm  
Tues 21st Garsington Society AGM at 7:30  followed by a brief history of Reuters by Henry Manisty
Wed 22nd Last date for contributions to newsletter February/March
Sun 26th    Third Sunday of Epiphany Breakfast time at St Mary’s 09:30am
Sun 26th Garsington Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm

Front Cover Picture – Pheasant by Paul Bolam 
Please send me any photos you think would be suitable for the front cover

judithwestgate@btinternet.com
Garsington Choir for info contact Annie Winner 01865 361544

PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Cllr Chris Wright Tel: 01865 361206

wrightchrisj@aol.com
Vice Chairman: Cllr Matthew Dovey Tel: 01865 601279

m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Members: Cllr Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208

rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam Tel: 01865 361349
paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Anne Eastwood Tel: 01865 361205
Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Mike Patrick Tel: 01865 361702
mkichael.patrick@aol.com
Cllr Judith Westgate Tel: 01865 361611
judithwestgate@btinternet.com
Cllr Ian Ashley Tel: 01865 361154
Ian.garsingtonpc@outlook.com

Parish Clerk: Lorna Stevenson, 134 Southend, Garsington, Oxford, OX44 9DL
lornastevenson92@gmail.com Tel: 01865 361671

Newsletter Editor: Judith Westgate
judithwestgate@btinternet.com  Tel: 01865 361611

County Cllr: Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale
lorraine.lindsay-gale@oxfordshire.gov.uk

District Cllr: Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie Tel: 01865 341398
elizabethgillespie9@icloud.com

Garsington C.E. Primary    School Office Tel: 01865 361263 
Office.3167@garsington.oxon.sch.uk 

St Mary’s Church Vacancy for Rector

Church Warden Mr J Hall Tel:  01865 361429
Village Hall Marie Holmes Tel:  01865 361200

Annie Winner Tel:  01865 361544

VILLAGE GROUPS
Garsington Good Neighbours        please leave a message Tel: 07487680507
Garsington Voluntary Drivers        please leave a message Tel: 07825085550
Garsington Society Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208
S. Citizens Club Lorraine Boyd  Chairperson Tel: 01865 361325
Sports & Social Club Chairman Tel: 01865 368022
Women’s Institute Judy Eden  President Tel: 01865 343563

LOCAL  INFORMATION


