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Useful internet information
Parish Website www.garsingtonparish.org   
Police PCSO PC Mel Stafford on 07974 126161 

or Ian Kent on 07800 702763.
Finding a library www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/find-library 
Report an overweight vehicle www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/

weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole www.fixmystreet.com 
South Oxfordshire District Council www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm 

Fly Tipping website name is too long to put here, but go to southoxon.gov.uk and
search for fly tipping.  Link to online reporting form should come up.  

Important Telephone Numbers
When a crime is in progress and Police Presence is required IMMEDIATELY CALL 999
NEW NUMBER FOR NON EMERGENCY POLICE - CALL 101 :  To share information
with the Police, but remain anonymous, call CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111

Oxfordshire C. C. (incl. Fire & Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit,  Ferry Hinksy
Rd, Oxford OX2 OBY Tel: 01865 815397 E: safercommunities@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT RATES

per issue per 6 issues
1/4 Page upright : 90mm x 60mm £12 £ 60

landscape : 42.5mm x 124.5mm

1/2 Page 90mm x 124.5mm £24 £120

Full Page 186mm x 124.5mm £48 £240

You can supply your own advert to fit the above sizes (PDF, JPG or DOC are fine) 
We can produce artwork for you FREE OF CHARGE if so please supply 

a plain text file and any graphic/logo 

Chairman’s Remarks
Welcome to the new decade of the 2020`s. May our community be happy
and prosperous and not unduly affected by the plots and plans of central
government and developers. Speaking of which, the election and the hol-
iday has meant that there is very little fresh news to report either about
Northfield or the Expressway.

Nonetheless, and in preparation for possible battles to come, the Parish
Council has, for the first time in recent memory, agreed for the next finan-
cial year to spend more than it receives in income. It will do this by eat-
ing into its reserves. We have set aside funds for campaigns, legal advice
and legal representation, whilst not neglecting our usual commitments to
maintaining and improving the fabric of the village. It may be that if plan-
ning enquiries become protracted we may have to raise further funds but
we hope that what we`ve set aside will give us a good start.

You may have noticed that a part of the village green, just adjacent to the
village cross, has been opened up and made more accessible. There are
plans for a seat and the PC looks forward to seeing the space used. Many
thanks to those who steered the idea through Historic England, and
SODC and then managed it to completion.
With all good wishes for 2020

Chris Wright

Notes from St. Mary’s Church
I’m writing this on Sunday 19 January, a week or so before my induction
and licensing as Vicar of the Benefice of Garsington, Cuddesdon and
Horspath, but I am conscious that you will be reading this after my licens-
ing on 27th January, when I will begin my ministry among you.
I’m writing this at my desk, in my study – a study which still contains
boxes which need unpacking, but the shelves are now lined with books
and, each day, I can see a little more of the carpet and the light at the end
of the tunnel.  Wi-fi is now working, but we’re still having problems with
the land-line.  The number, once it’s working – hopefully before my
induction - should be 01865 361146.



We moved into The Rectory on Tuesday 7th January.  The period between
my arrival in Garsington and my induction has been a time for unpacking
boxes, for organising my study, for putting up curtains, and all the usual
jobs that accompany moving house.  It’s also a time to draw breath, before
the beginning of a new ministry – a pause before the fun begins or, if you
prefer, a calm before the storm.  Many clergy are advised to take a holiday
in the short gap between leaving one parish, or post, and joining another.
For me – as well as organising the Rectory and my study – these three
weeks or so have been a time to gradually re-acquaint myself with an area
which means so much to me.  A chance to rediscover footpaths and places
to walk our dogs. A chance to visit some of the local pubs. A trip to
Dorchester Abbey, to visit the Narnia Experience there.  And, most impor-
tantly, an opportunity for prayer and reflection and worship.

On my first Sunday back in Oxfordshire, I chose to worship at St
Andrew’s in Sandford on Thames, where a friend was leading worship.
This morning, I chose St Mary Magdalen in Oxford. I’ve been reflecting on
how blessed we are, in Oxfordshire, having such a wonderful variety of
worship available, and so many different churches to choose from.
Whether you enjoy a traditional Anglo-Catholic mass – with incense,
bells, and a choir; or Evangelical worship, perhaps with a worship band;
charismatic worship; Liberal Catholic and inclusive; middle of the road;
all-age; family-friendly, perhaps with a thriving Sunday School; Messy
Church; BCP Holy Communion – whatever worship style you prefer – or
whatever helps you to encounter God and get a glimpse of heaven –
you’re sure to find it in Oxford or one of the nearby towns.  We’re blessed
with a wide variety of churches and services.  And I love the fact that there
is such variety on offer.

However, I believe that we also need our village churches.  We need a
church in Garsington, and in Cuddesdon and Horspath. And we need a
viable worshipping community in each of these churches, or villages.  So,
I’m keen to ensure that our churches are places where we can encounter
God, and get a glimpse of heaven. I’m keen that our churches should grow
in numbers, in spiritual commitment to God, and in loving service to our
local communities.  I’m keen that our churches should be Christ-like
communities – contemplative, compassionate and courageous.  I’m keen
that our churches should be inclusive churches, where all are welcome, and
all are encouraged to achieve their potential as beloved children of God.
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Tel : Adam on 01844 339793 
or 01865 875031 (after 6pm) 

Mobile 07976 352293 (8am-6pm)
Email : adousley01865@gmail.com

Registered member 
of the Electrical
Contractors
Association

All types of electrical installation work 
including test, inspection and certification

I would like to invite you to help me and our PCCs and church members
to develop a vision which will enable our churches to grow, and to serve
our communities – our villages – to serve you and your descendants – for
generations to come.

If you used to come to church, but haven’t been for some years, I hope
you’ll consider coming back and joining us, as we consider how we can
continue to serve this village in the future.  If you’ve never been to church
– except for the odd baptism, wedding or funeral – I hope you’ll consider
coming along and joining us.  If you worship elsewhere, I hope you’ll con-
sider whether you can join us occasionally, and share your thoughts on
how we can better meet the needs of our community.

Please do come along to our next Benefice Service on Sunday 2 February,
10.00 am, at St Mary’s; or to our All-Age Service on Sunday 16 February at
9:30, and introduce yourself.  I look forward to meeting you.  (We do have
a service on 9 February too, but I shall be leading worship at All Saints,
Cuddesdon on that day).

Whether you attend church or not, whether you believe in Jesus or not, I’m
looking forward to meeting you in church, or in the village hall, or school,
or pub - or out and about around the village - and hearing your views
about where God is at work in Garsington; about what St Mary’s is doing
well; and about what we could do even better.

If you see me in the pub, please feel free to buy me a gin and tonic and to
share your ideas on how I, and St Mary’s Church, can best serve the village
of Garsington.

The Clergy Handbook for the Oxford Diocese encourages all clergy to
take a regular rest day, or day off, each week; and to let parishioners
know which day this will be.  My usual ‘day off’ will be Monday; and
I’ve enrolled on a Beginner’s Scentwork Course with my husband, Martin,
and our two dogs, Marlowe and Coogee.  In the next newsletter, I’ll let
you know how we’re getting on – and also reflect more on the importance
of a Sabbath rest, or time off, as a regular spiritual discipline, and as an
important contributor to well-being, wholeness and health.
Thank you and God bless

Revd Karen

A D OUSLEY
Domestic & Commercial Electrician 

        

Self-Storage Containers
20 x 8 x 8 Foot

New with insulated roof 
to prevent condensation

Easy access in Garsington
drive right up - Ideal storage for 
Moving Home / Archiving / Cars

T&C’s apply:
surmanagriculture@hotmail.com
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Soup lunch: there will be one of our regular soup lunches on the 7th March
between 12.30 and 2.30 at Carol and Cliff Shuker’s house (20A The Hill).

Anyone wanting to arrange a baptism, wedding, or funeral should
first of all contact Emily Elias, the joint benefice administrator, who is
available on 07538 105598, and emilyjmelias@gmail.com. 

There is a Food Donation Box in the church by the servery for Asylum
Welcome. Please put in it any groceries you can donate to help asylum
seekers and refugees across Oxford and the local community. They need:
coffee, tea, cooking oil, tinned tomatoes, sugar, pasta, rice, tinned fruit,
long life milk, tinned fish, toothpaste, tooth brushes, soap, shampoo,
nappies etc.  Thank you.

The services for the next two months are given below. Other regular
events continue, including the monthly Friday café at the church, and are
all detailed in the benefice news, copies of which are always to be found
at the back of the church. 

Funerals
Amoy Lowe was buried on the 10th December 2019
Ethel Ruffels was buried on the 12th December 2019
Donald Kerry was buried on the 23rd January
The funeral of John Perryman was held on the 24th January
The ashes of Colin Marriott were interred on the 25th January

 
Japlene 
DDrreessssmmaakkeerrss 

 
We can create an outfit for any occasion 

 whatever 
 your age, size or budget, including: 

 
Wedding and Bridesmaid Dresses 

Mother of the Bride 
Formal occasions 

Daywear   
 

We also make cushions and curtains, and 
 offer a full alteration service 

 
28 The Hill Garsington OX44 9DG 

Tel 01865 361225, Mob 07919453387 
 

www.japlene.com, www.japlene.co.uk 
e-mail: hydepauline@sky.com 

 

 
                            

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by various

contributors are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council.
The inclusion of an article in this
publication does not necessarily

imply a recommendation of its aims,
policies or methods.

The Newsletter cannot be held 
responsible for the information 

disclosed by advertisements, which 
are taken in good faith. No liability can
be accepted for loss or inconvenience
caused as a result of error or omission.

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO  SHORTEN OR  REJECT MATERIAL.

Sacred Heart

Catholic Church
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys OX4
6BD (car park in Poulton Place)

Welcome! we are the
Catholic Parish Church
for the Garsington area.

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
9.30am, with music and 

children’s liturgy and 6.00pm

For all enquiries 
please call the church office 

(01865) 776903

Garsington Lunch Club
Lunch Club takes place in the Village Hall 

on the first Wednesday of every month.

The next lunch club will be  on Wednesday 5th February 2020 at 12.30pm
in the Village Hall, the two course lunch costs £5.  

If you are a regular and are unable to come on any specific date it would
be appreciated if you could let us know by Monday morning at the latest in
the week that lunch club takes place on either 01865 361639 or 343563.

If you would like to join us at lunch club and have not been before then
please contact Eileen on 01865 361639 for further information.

Eileen, Judy and Nancy



February & March Services at St Mary’s
2nd Feb Presentation of Christ in the Temple: 
10.00 am Benefice Service at   St. Mary’s 

9th Feb The Third Sunday before Lent: 
9.30 am Parish Communion  

16th Feb The Second Sunday before Lent: 
9.30am Family Communion

23rd Feb The Sunday next before Lent:  
9.30 am Breakfast Time discussion:  

deepening our spiritual lives, led by Erica Wilding  

26th Feb Ash Wednesday  
11am Holy Communion with the imposition of ashes 

at  St Giles’, Horspath 
5.15pm Sung Eucharist with the imposition of ashes 

at All Saints’, Cuddesdon

1st March The First Sunday in Lent: 
10.00 am Benefice service at Horspath

8th March The Second Sunday in Lent: 
9.30 am Parish Communion

15th March   The Third Sunday in Lent: 
9.30 Family Communion

22nd March   The Fourth Sunday in Lent: 
Mothering Sunday: all-age service

29th March   The Fifth Sunday in Lent: 
9.30 am Breakfast discussion: sharing a ministry of witness and compassion

The Benefice website is: www.gchparishes.co.uk where you will find
recent sermons, a gallery of pictures as well as news items on recent events,
and what to look out for in the coming months. St Mary’s Church (together
with All Saints’, Cuddesdon and St Giles’, Horspath) can now be found on
Twitter and Instagram! Find us @BeneficeGCH for regular posts about church
events, news, church facts, prayers and generally interesting content about the
daily workings of our village churches.
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Voted by Abingdon and Witney College  
‘Student of the Year 2003-2004’ 

Recently trained in Carnaby Street, London 
 

Professional, personal, caring treatments in a relaxed 
atmosphere 

 
Facials, Manicures, Pedicures, Nail Art, 

St. Tropez Self Tan, Tinting, Waxing, Makeovers,  
Eyelash Perming, Bridal Packages, Ear Piercing, 

Minx Manicures and Pedicures, 
Lash Perfect Lash Extensions 

 
Gifts and Gift Vouchers available 

 
Call anytime to discuss your individual requirements 

 
College View, 62 Wheatley Road, Garsington, Oxford  

OX44 9ER 
 

01865 361449 or 0797 9348023 
 

Off Street Parking 

 
 

Garsington Village Hall
Fully refurbished facilities available for hire:

Large function room – Adjoining committee/reception room

Fully modernised kitchen – up-to-date disabled facilities

Staging and presentation equipment

Check us out at www.garsingtonvillagehall.com

Whatever your requirements we are sure we can help

For more information telephone one of the numbers below.

To make a booking please complete a booking form via the
web or telephone: Marie Holmes 361200 Annie Winter 361544



20 years of 
Curtain Making 

in Garsington

News from the Red Kite Reporters 
at Garsington CE Primary School

We are the new Red Kite reports and we are all Year 5 pupils at
Garsington school. We have been chosen because we are enthusiastic
writers and want to tell you about our happy, achieving school. Our
names are Connor, Millie, Izabella and Evan.

Our Red Kite value for the Spring term is determination. We try to
remember to aim high and work hard to achieve our goals. We are good
at problem solving and not giving up. As part of the value we have had
an Aspirations week. This is when we have visitors in to talk about their
jobs and the values and attitudes that they have to have. During this
week we met and talked to students from Wheatley Park about GCSEs
and A levels and a university lecturer. We also met a pilot, a poet, a trau-
ma surgeon, a teacher and Vicar. 



Recently we have run our breakfast cafe. Year 5 and 6 run the cafe for
children, parents and families each term. As waiters and waitresses we
have to welcome all customers and show them to tables. We must show
teamwork and kindness to make sure that our customers leave our cafe
happy and well fed. If we do a good job we sometimes receive tips. 

We have continued to enjoy lots of sports at school including football,
cricket, running and dance. We enjoyed competing against other schools
at Sports Hall Athletics. Being active is important for our mind and
wellbeing. Our teachers are always proud of the teamwork and deter-
mination that we show at these events.

Events coming include our annual talent show ‘Garsington has Talent
2019’. We all compete for the top spot to win the talent show cup.
Talents include singing, playing instruments, comedy, magic and acting.
Families are welcome to come and watch our show.

This term we look at staying safe online during E Safety week. It is
important to not share passwords and to not speak to people online that
you don’t know. We try to remember these things all the time.

At the end of each term our class will be organising Friendship Time.
This is when the whole school comes together and plays team building
games. This helps us to get to know everyone in the school and not just
the children in our classes. I think we show real kindness towards each
other.

If you would like to come and look around our school about a school
place or to help as a volunteer then please get in touch.

office@garsingtonprimary.org 
01865 361263

Thank you for reading our report! Do come and visit us and see the
school in action.

Millie, Evan, Izabella and Connor
Year 5 pupils
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John Howell MP writes... January 2020 

This is my first newsletter since the General Election and as I write Parliament
is in the midst of debating the Queen’s Speech given at the opening of this ses-
sion of Parliament. The Queen’s speech sets out the programme of legislation
that the Government intend to pursue in the forthcoming parliamentary ses-
sion. In the course of the parliamentary session Bills will be brought forward
at different times. Members will debate them, committees will scrutinise
them, amendments will be tabled, the House of Lords will also scrutinise and
may suggest amendments, and MPs take a final vote. All this work shapes the
Bill at the various stages until following the final vote it is sent to the Queen
for Royal Assent and then becomes law. 

With a large number of new MPs there will be changes in roles in the coming
weeks and months to give people new opportunities. Firstly there were
elections for Deputy Speakers with candidates from the main political parties
put forward. There will then be elections for people to chair the Select
Committees. In the House of Commons there is a Select Committee for each
government department. Their work is to examine the work of the Department
including spending, policies and administration. There are also Bill Committees
set up to scrutinise each new Bill laid before Parliament. There are many other
roles to be assigned to MPs and the Prime Minister has also indicated that he is
likely to make changes to his Ministerial team in due course.

There is also a range of APPGs - All-Party Parliamentary Groups. These are
informal cross-party groups providing for discussions on issues of particular
interest to members. These groups are essentially run by and for members of
both the Commons and Lords, though most also involve individuals and organ-
isations from outside Parliament in their administration and activities. Each
APPG has to be re-established following a General Election. I follow the work
of a number of APPGs and am vice-chairman of several. This month I have been
elected as chairman of the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), the River
Thames APPG, the Fusion Energy APPG and the Digital Currencies APPG.

There will be many key issues up for debate over the coming months. As
always I am interested to know the views of constituents on the various
topics as they come up for debate. Whether on a topic before the House or
something else, if you have an issue that you would like to raise with me
please do email me at howelljm@parliament.uk or write to me at the House of
Commons, London, SW1A 0AA) or my constituency office  PO Box 84,
Watlington, OX49 5XD to share your views. If you would like to receive
my periodic electronic newsletters, and briefings on specific issues, please
visit my website www.johnhowell.org.uk and subscribe at the link on the
home page. You will also find more about my work on my website which is
regularly updated.

Airport Transfers
Professional and reliable
Fully licenced local drivers

Free in car Wi-Fi
Pre-bookings only
Credit cards accepted

Modern Executive Cars
01865 876699
07585 699908

E: bookings@ccbcars.com
Online: www.ccbcars.com



Garsington Women’s Institute
December we celebrated with a Christmas Lunch at Denman College,
18 of our members were able to attend and this rounded off our year of
celebration for our 90th birthday.

We are now looking forward to 2020 when we will have new faces taking
over the role of President and Treasurer. This will officially happen at our
AGM in March, but the new treasurer has already taken on her role.  We
would like to thank Janet for her work as our former treasurer, it has been
much appreciated.

In February 2020 we will be celebrating our 91st Birthday which will be
marked with a social evening with fizz and cake. Just to remind everyone
who might think of joining us, we are not all Jam and Jerusalem.

In March our AGM takes place, when I will be giving up the position
of President which I have been since 2012, but not giving up on the WI.
This is a lovely way to spend an evening once a month with friends,
sometimes with a speaker. We also make visits to the cinema and theatre
or just meet for coffee in smaller groups. Also within the Oxfordshire
Federation and Denman College we are able to take advantage of blue
badge guided tours, particularly in London, or visit Denman College at
Marcham for a short or long course in many subject areas. 

In January, Sarah who is a Chiropractor at a local clinic gave a very
entertaining talk on general health and wellbeing. In theory we all knew
how, but perhaps in practice we were not so good. 

Why not give the WI a try, we meet on the second Wednesday of the
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, a small charge of £2 is made for
visitors, but this is a good way to find out if the WI is for you.

Judy Eden



Buzz us about our Meeting Rooms
01865 893200  |  hello@jennings.co.uk  |  jennings.co.uk

There’s a

with our Meeting Rooms
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Are you interested in refurbishing  
your home but too busy to organise  
it and unsure of where to start?

Under Construction offers a total renovation and  
redecoration service, including the management of 
all specialist trades, to provide you with the beautiful 
home you desire.

From blueprint to decoration, your home improvement 
project will be personally managed and implemented  
by Geoff Barker. Whether you are looking for a new 
kitchen, bathroom, garden landscape or even a  
complete refurbishment, Geoff offers a one-stop  
shop that provides you with a service you can trust.  
Based in South Oxfordshire, he brings creative vision, 

attention to detail and process management skills to 
all his projects, utilising a network of trusted specialist 
tradesmen to deliver outstanding results.

So remove the stress and time it takes to plan and 
co-ordinate your home improvements and let Geoff  
help you with a friendly, professional service that 
delivers the highest standards on time and to budget 
– with a smile.  

●  Complete refurbishment property solutions – 
Project Management

● Carpentry – fitting, trimming and design 
● Kitchen and Bathroom – design to installation 
● Decoration – plastering, painting and decoration 
● Landscaping – design to creation

Please contact Geoff Barker for a free no-obligation 
detailed quotation.

All quotations come with a complete cost breakdown  
to ensure full peace of mind.

Contact us on: mobile 07870 239973  
email Geoff.d.barker@btinternet.com

 
  

   
   

 
  
  

 
 

 
 

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
≈ NO FUSS ≈
≈ NO MESS ≈

≈ NO PROBLEM ≈

 
 
 

 



CALL PLUMBING HEATING
TAPWASHERS & PLUMBING 

Repairs • Installations

BOILERS, COOKERS, GASFIRES
Serviced • Repaired • Replaced

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
Installations • Cleansing • Servicing

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

UNDERFLOOR HEATING

EMERGENCY REPAIRS

Best Prices, Service and Reliability

LEE BECKETT
01491 614233 or 

07773 168120 

www.walkinshowerbaths.co.uk

 

Wheatley Dental Practice
01865 873314

We are currently accepting new

patients at our friendly local 

dental surgery.

Please phone our receptionists 

or call in for more details!

Tooth whitening and facial 

aesthetic treatments available.

Catherine Peers BDS, 
Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS

Claudia Conde
MClinDent(Prostho.)London

Rachel Hyde RDH Jane Smale RDH

Candy Owens RDH

96 Church Rd, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com

LADIES & GENTS
HAIRDRESSER

ELM DRIVE - GARSINGTON
01865 361445

Ovenblitz the solution to any dirty oven Ovenblitz

Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need 
never do again. EVER!!!

We clean any oven, cooker, hob,
extractor, microwave, BBQ

Using non caustic and non toxic
products in your home

Prices start from as little as £35 for
a single oven

Agas and Rayburn priced according to size

Call 07749 597 627 or go on line
www.ovenblitz.co.uk

ovenblitz@googlemail.com
Weekend appointments available

We Blitz Your Oven.

the solution to any dirty ovenOvenblitz  
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Garsington Litter Pick
Sunday 5th April 2020 11am

Meet at the Village Hall
(surgical gloves, pickers, bags  

& hi-viz vests provided)

But more importantly…
 

hall afterwards



• PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

• PLASTERING
• REPOINTING

Brick & Stone
• PATIO’S
• FENCING

TEL: 01865 891554
MOB : 07885 538514

Garsington Society
The Garsington Society was formed in November 1988 as a result of
concerns over large scale proposals for unsuitable development in the
green belt, with the aim of coordinating and cooperating with local
authorities, planning committees, voluntary organisations, charities and
other bodies with similar aims to those of the Society. Together with the
Save Garsington Group and the Expressway Action Group we are
supporting the campaign against the development at Northfield brook
and the fight against the expressway. The Society’s committee organises
a varied programme of talks and social events for the village, which are
open to all, including non-members, and we are always pleased to
welcome new members. 

The Society’s brief AGM was held on Tuesday 21 January followed by
a fascinating talk by village resident Helen Elphick on her year living
in the Ice Age for a BBC series. In 1977 Helen was one of 12 adults and
3 children selected from around 1000 volunteers for the first 'reality tv'
series, living for a year on an Iron Age farm as Iron Age people, where
they sustained themselves equipped only with the tools, crops and
livestock that would have been available in the 2nd Century BC.
Helen described how the group first had to build their roundhouse for
communal living, using basic tools and equipment, and struggled to get
a fire started, eventually resorting to using a camera man’s cigarette
lighter. The resulting fire was carefully maintained for the duration of
the experiment, as the group feared they would never manage to relight
it. They grew their own crops, milled corn and wheat for bread, kept
bees, and were pleased to find a plentiful supply of wild rabbit which
they learnt to trap. The chickens and livestock supplied were as close as
possible to those from the Iron Age but proved to be fairly unproductive,
providing few eggs and not much milk, unfortunately. 

During the year the group re-enacted a number of Pagan Celtic festivals
and erected a  fifteen-foot Wicker Man that they burned one night. They
foraged    elderberries from nearby plants and had fermented elderber-
ry wine to drink during the festivals; they also exchanged some of the
pots they made for honey, bartering with the BBC in lieu of Iron Age
neighbours. We are very grateful to Helen for agreeing to speak at short
notice after cancellation by the scheduled speaker.

STEVE WILKINS0N
PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE

Flowerbelles Florist

Bespoke Floristry Service 
for Corporate Events,

Weddings, Funerals and
All other Occasions

r
See us on Facebook: 

flowerbellesoxfordflorist

Contact: 
Jane@flowerbellesoxford.co.uk

Tel: 07818 405383

 

 

 

 

Beauty Salon in Drayton St. Leonard, with plenty of free parking  
I have over 10 years experience and specialise in manicures &  pedicures, gel nails,  

tanning, waxing, tinting and eyebrow treatments.  
As a welcome treat, enjoy a complimentary file and polish.  

I look forward to welcoming you!  
Paige  

07 584 6657 90  
paige@willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk   
www.willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk  

 



We have an exciting programme for 2020, with talks and the very popu-
lar Annual Village Quiz (Friday 15 May) and Barn Dance (Saturday 19
September), beginning on 25 February with a panel discussion which
should be of interest to all village residents: `Infrastructure and Housing:
the threats to Garsington’. The title of the Co-op talk on Tuesday 17
March is `Tax, Care and Toy Boys’, which sounds intriguing. Please come
along to be enlightened! Our meetings and events are open to all, and
we are always pleased to welcome non-members and potential new
members. If you have not yet renewed your subscription for this year,
please do so as soon as possible (only £3 per person); your financial
support is vital for our funds, but equally important is support in
numbers – and with your email address we can ensure you are kept up
to date with events and campaigns.  Please contact Angharad Jeffery for
more information: angharadrichard@yahoo.com or 368262.

The Green Gym work party would welcome additional help with work
around the village, repairing stiles, tidying the churchyard, etc – their
recent work clearing the footpath on The Hill means it is now possible to
walk safely side by side. The group usually meets once or twice month-
ly, on a Friday or Saturday morning, and even occasional assistance
would be appreciated. Please contact Richard Betteridge for more
information: rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk or 01865 361208.

Kay Willbery 

Senior Citizens Club
Happy New Year to you all.  I hope 2020 has started off well for everyone.
We had our first meeting of the year, lots of chocolates for the auction.

I will be bringing the forms for the trips over the next couple of
meetings, so you can decide where you would like to go this year.

Don’t forget we meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month, so anybody
who would like to join us will be most welcome, we are a friendly bunch.

Dates for the Diary

Tuesday 4th February Tuesday 18th February, Tuesday 3rd March,
Tuesday 17th March 2020

All meetings held at Garsington Sports Club, Denton Lane, at 2 - 4pm

 
 

GARSINGTON VOLUNTARY DRIVERS 
 

Do you have medical or mobility problems and need a little extra help 
to get to medical appointments or events within the village? 

Do you find it difficult to use public transport? 
 

Phone 07825 085550 
Monday to Friday 

and leave a message, we will call you back  
We need at least 48 hours notice to find a driver 

 
We will drive you there and back for the cost of the fuel 

 
We always welcome new drivers 

Enquiries to the Organiser, Fiona Rix 01865 361266 
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Sports and Social Club
Happy new year from all of us at the club! 

We ended 2019 in style with our events in December. A great evening
was had by all at the Rick Sheehan musical impressionist night, once
again he wowed us with his amazing repertoire, followed by finishing
the night off with dancing. 

We were also lucky enough to host another medium night with the
excellent Tony Stockwell and his colleague, Dawn, a psychic artist. The
whole club was packed out for this very popular medium, in fact I
think every single chair and table were occupied with more people
standing. Whilst Tony was connecting with someone in the audience
she started drawing. It was amazing to see the detail she was able to
create of the person who had passed over. It added another interesting
dimension to the very popular evening. 

We celebrated the build up to Christmas by holding our annual club
Christmas party, with games for the kids, darts and pool and table
tennis for adults alike. Our president Alan “Puffer”Baylis, was looking
very snazzy in his Christmas suit and tie. It was a joy to behold seeing
people entering into the spirit by making an effort with their festive
attire! (See our Facebook page for the photographic evidence!) Whilst of
course enjoying the delights of the bar and sound system later on for a
bit of impromptu karaoke! 

We held the prize draw for the Christmas squares with all the money
raised going back into the amazing 43 prizes given out. This is a thank
you to everyone who has supported us throughout the year and a good
time was had by all.

Hot on the heels of this, having not really had enough time to recover,
and a strangely hoarse voice (or maybe that was just me and the
influence of my best mate Prosecco egging me on in the impromptu
karaoke !!) on the following day we launched straight into the final quiz
of the year. Again a wonderful turnout and a packed club, which was
gratifying to see. Quizmaster Barrie had his work cut out to mark each
round as there were so many teams! It was a great end to the year to see
both events so well supported!



Village Halls Week
With ‘Village Halls Week 2020’ (20-26 January) almost upon us, we are running
a photo competition to provide funds for cash-strapped rural community halls.
The competition is designed to champion and emphasise the vital role that halls
play in strengthening rural communities. The top prize is £1,000 to the village
hall and £500 to the photographer.

To alert village communities and their halls, we’ve teamed up with various
charity organisations (ACRE, Plunkett Foundation, and 30+ Regional
Community Councils) to spread word to parishes, villages and halls which don’t
have a social media presence and are not in regular communication with other
organisations. With over 10,000 community halls in Britain, that’s a big task!

To help, would you be kind enough to pass on information about the
competition to any appropriate villagers, parish councillors or village hall
trustees in your area? We are keen that all villages have an equal chance to take
part, prompting villagers to collaborate and bring home the message of their
hall’s vital importance. 

Here are the key points about the ‘Wonderful Villages’ Photo Competition:

•  Top prize is £1,000 to the community hall and £500 to the photographer.

•  Theme: ‘Village Life - a photo which characterises the value of community in
your village’. (This is not about ‘pretty villages’ or professional     photography, but
rather capturing the essence of ‘community’ in a village.)

•  It’s open to all rural halls. No fee to enter. Halls can enter as many  photos as
they wish. 

•  Closing date is 15/3/20 but many halls are using Village Halls Week to
capture great photos.

•  Details/rules available from villagehallsurvey.com/survey/photo-competition

• Trustees can download a poster for noticeboard display from the link. 

•  We’ve received over a hundred entries already, with some very touching pho-
tos showing great community bonds. Please encourage villagers to vote for the
best photos from other communities in order to help the judges. villagehallsur-
vey.com/survey/photo-competition/photo-gallery

• If halls wish to share information about the competition on Facebook or
Twitter, a full-size version of the graphic below can be found and saved at  vil-
lagehallsurvey.com/photo-competition-graphic-fb.png.

Thanks for your help. Kind regards
Phil Barrington, Projects Manager

Quick sporting update

Our under 12s football team have been promoted up a league following
great winter results. Our new Under 9s team are shaping up very nicely
and we are seeing some excellent wins and some great teamwork. Plus
we have finally managed to have a few home games. 

The memorial Prew family bench has been placed in the perfect position
for us to watch the game. Thank you Salli and Kai Prew for this very fit-
ting tribute for the benefit of the club visitors and villagers, who either
would like to sit and take in the stunning views or watch sport being
played on the grounds both Steve and Bob lovingly looked after and
played upon.

There are plans for 2 cricket teams for the forthcoming year. 

Our pool team are currently at the top of the league along with the
Friday darts team.

Last week was the perfect week for Club Sports with all our teams win-
ning their games! Special mention to the under 9s (no bias here but
proud mum moment!) who beat Abingdon United 4-2 with a cracking
first half. The boys couldn’t have played any better! We played them
earlier in the season and lost 5-0, so our boys were chuffed with the win! 

We will keep on trying as we go into 2020 to offer a variety of social
events, but like anything that needs organising in order to pay for
the acts we hire, we need the support of the local community and their
family and friends to come to as many of these events and buy the
tickets in advance to secure the nights we put on. 

Looking forward to the coming months our first event is the first quiz of
the New Year planned for Sunday 2nd February doors open at 6pm.

We also have the return of the Fabulous ABBA girls, a Bank holiday
music festival, more medium nights, and the awesome local band, The
Zodiacs giving us night of Rock and roll music. Details to follow in the
magazine, or follow us on Facebook for details of these events. 

Hope to see you all down the lane soon! 

Deb Walker, on behalf of the sports and social club committee 



February
Puddles rainbowed by

the wintry sun.
The touch of the wind

In the trees,
still bare.

Snowdrops brave the storm,
and green fields sleep.
Small birds shelter and
rooks hurry homeward.

Meadow streams overflow,
halted by bowed willow branches,

And dead leaves caught
In a foamy wake.

The old fox lurks, as
snowflakes lose their way,

turn and fall
In fickle February

Guide Dogs
A belated “Thank You” for your efforts throughout 2019.  A record year
for the regular bags of foil, some small, some large.  In addition, the used
postage stamps are a source of income for the Guide Dogs for the Blind
Association. My Christmas messages were unfortunately omitted from
the last newsletter.  I have received three letters expressing appreciation,
and I am printing one below.  

Letter from Chris, Fund raising Appeal Manager.  
I just wanted to say a big thank you for being one of our amazing
supporters. Without the kind-hearted support of people like you we
simply would not be able to help as many people who are living with a
vision impairment as we do.  I hope you have a wonderful Christmas
and a happy new year.  

I think this says it all! Please keep saving for this charity, and bring to 14
Pettiwell.  Wishing you peace and happiness in 2020.  

Marion Gunther.

Wheatley Library 
01865 875267

Dates to note: 
Wednesday 5th February 10.30-11.30
Author talk:  Kate MacFarlane talks about her book “The Secret World of
Shlomo Fine:  A colonial requiem”

Kate grew up in Rhodesia and lived in the grounds of a mental hospital
where her father worked as a psychiatrist. This book is a story about an
isolated and isolating experience inside one of the largest lunatic asy-
lums built during British colonial rule in Africa. 

Saturday 22nd February 9.30-12.30
Jigsaw Swap, puzzles of 500 pieces or larger.

Saturday 29th February 9.30-12.30
Book sale of withdrawn library stock

1st March – 11th April
Oxford reads:  Bloomin’ Good reads
This is an opportunity to share recommendations to other library users
and to have your reading inspired by the new season.

Tuesday 3rd March 10.00-11.00
Mapletree Children’s centre hosts Rhymetime in the library
All children welcome and must be accompanied by an adult

Saturday 28th March 9.30-12.30
Book sale of withdrawn library stock

Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events:
On-going sale of donated books
Monday craft sessions weekly from 10-12, 2-4pm, and 
New:  Wednesday evening craft session 7-9pm
Clarinet Players once a month  

Best wishes from staff and volunteers of Wheatley Library
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Your Village Church Needs £50,000
To Repair The Roof 

As most of you know, lead and copper were stolen from St. Mary's Church roof
last year and it is now urgent that it is repaired and the building made sound
again. As well as being one of the oldest and most characteristic buildings
within the village, it is formally ‘listed’ and therefore  the main roof ridge work
has to be in traditional lead. However, we are allowed to use modern cheaper
materials for parts that are not visible from the ground. Crucially, these are not
attractive to thieves. 

A quotation for the work, approved by our architect, has been accepted. We want
to get on with it as quickly as possible, but this requires  money, which we do not
currently have.  The Parochial Church Council is therefore launching an appeal
to raise funds towards the costs of securing this as a valuable community asset
for Garsington, to serve current and future generations of villagers. 

The total repair cost will be £50,000. We have already raised some £20,000, from
events specifically held to support the repairs, from donations and some  from
the insurers. Thank you to all those who have supported events or made dona-
tions. Unfortunately, we were not able to meet the insurance premium for the full
replacement  cost.  We therefore need a further £30,000 to meet the total repair
cost. We are applying for grants, but these are unlikely to meet the shortfall.

We are aware  of the tremendous efforts to raise funds for the community to buy
the pub and we very much hope that a similar spirit of generosity will be pos-
sible when it comes to ensuring the future of another historic village facility.

We  will go ahead with the repairs as soon as the money is raised, as at present
we have buckets in the church aisle and temporary roof coverings that rip
in every storm.Our aim is to make the church comfortable and welcoming,
not only for our existing congregation, but also for all who visit the church
occasionally for baptisms, weddings and funerals; for our monthly Friday café;
or merely to sit and remember loved ones and to enjoy the peaceful
atmosphere of our historic village church.

Please contact Robin Frazer at 50 Wheatley Road Garsington or on
01865361639 if you are able to make a donation, however small.  Every little
helps, and all donations (provided that you are a UK Taxpayer) can be gift-
aided, increasing the value of your gift.

Thank you for reading this and please donate, if you are able.
John Hall and Robin Frazer

From a Grateful Villager
Some time ago I was thinking how lucky the residents of Garsington
(and in some instance beyond) are fortunate to have a number of
“volunteer run” groups and clubs one can attend.  I sat down and listed
them but I am sure there are more that other residents can name.  Can
you name more to add?  In no particular order:-

The Garsington Society meetings
Silver paper and stamps
Once a month Wednesday lunches
Afternoon teas once a month on a Tuesday
Church coffee once a month on a Friday
Volunteers who clear rubbish once a year.
Volunteers who can take you to the doctors or Hospital
Senior Citizens club once a fortnight(with outings)
Volunteers who keep the churchyard grass cut 
and the team of volunteers who have transformed the burial ground
The Sports Club where you can attend football matches, table tennis,
Aunt Sally, Pool, Dances etc, Cricket.  
The Parish Council who look after our village
The magazine editor and the volunteers who deliver the Garsington News
The poppy volunteers once a year.  
Volunteers who help at the school in various ways.
The walking group who regularly walk the footpaths and fields
The committee who have volunteered to help stop building on our greenbelt.
The church wardens and committee who maintain our church.

Anon.

Thank You
I would like to say thank you to St Mary’s and the lunch club for the gifts
I received at Christmas and a thank you to Canon Mark Chapman for
visiting me to give me communion during 2019.

Joyce Tyler.



Friday Café In St Mary’s Church
Why not come and join us at the next Friday Café.

These will take place on February 21st 2020 and March 20th 2020 from
10am to 12noon. Everyone is welcome. Play area for Children.
Join us in the Church for a cup of tea or coffee and a piece of cake for 50p
Transport can be arranged.  Contact: Eileen Frazer 01865 361639

Garsington Lunch Club
Lunch Club takes place in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of the
month except January. The next lunch club will be Wednesday 5th
February 2020 and Wednesday March 4th 2020 at 12.30pm in the Village
Hall, the two course lunch costs £5.
If you are a regular and are unable to come on a specific date it would be
appreciated if you could let us know by Monday morning at the latest in
the week that lunch club takes place on either 01865 361639 or 343563.
If you would like to join us at lunch club and have not been before then
please contact Eileen Frazer on 01865 361639 for further information.

Eileen, Judy and Nancy 

Newsletter Deliverer still required
A newsletter deliverer is still required for Kings Copse.  In the rest of the
village residents volunteer to deliver 20-50 copies to residents in their
neighbourhood, as many or as few copies as they feel able to handle.
There are about 20 of these people without whom the newsletter would
be impossible to distribute on a regular basis.

A resident or residents of Kings Copse would be ideal for this job.
Ideally several residents could share this responsibility between them.  It
may be possible for someone to hold several copies and let neighbours
know that they can collect their copy.  

I will deliver the newsletters myself for the next one or two issues but this
can’t be a long term solution.  Any interested residents let me know please.  

Judith Westgate, Editor
judithwestgate@btinternet.com    01865 361611

Thank you from Iris Kerry
On Friday 13 December a very kind lady driving a black car stopped at
the junction of Elm drive and Johnson Close to help my husband who
had fallen on the pavement hurting his face.

We as a family, would like to say a big thank you to the lady concerned
for the assistance she gave until members of the family arrived to
continue helping until the ambulance arrived.

Unfortunately we do not have the lady’s name and so are unable to
contact her directly. We hope that she will read this note in the newslet-
ter and if she wishes to ring my son on his mobile number 07778423994
we would like to express our appreciation personally.

Iris Kerry        

Bowen-Chennell family
A few weeks ago I received an email from a
Nederlander who has spent many years research-
ing the families of soldiers and airmen who are
buried in Ede cemetery near his home town of
Groesbeek. He has been able to make contact with
some families whose sons were part of a Lancaster
Bomber raid which was shot down over Holland. 

One of these is Philip Bowen-Chennell.  He was a
sergeant gunner on flight ME704 June 22 1944.  Mr

Eikholt found on the internet that this man is remembered on our war
memorial and wondered if there are any family members who would be
interested in the information he has gathered on the crash and the other
members of the crew. 

With the help of villagers who have access to Ancestry we have found
that Philip Bowen-Chennell was himself born in London but that in 1936
he married Edith Millicent Lowe who was born in Oxford.  

We wondered if it is her family who is linked to the village rather than
his.  If anyone is interested and thinks that this might relate to their
family please get in touch.

Judy Westgate    judithwestgate@btinternet.com



The Garsington Church 
& Village Fete 2020

It’s back…

Saturday 11th July at 2-5pm
Stalls, Games, Teas, Bar, BBQ, Music.
All in the most wonderful setting of  

Garsington Manor Gardens.

But…
WE NEED YOUR HELP!!

Can you help to run a stall, organise a game, 
serve some teas, pour some drinks,  
cook some food and as importantly  

help to set up and clear up?
If so contact Nick on  

nmgreen78@hotmail.com
or call Ox 368799



EVENTS DIARY  - February - March 2020
February
Sun 2nd Benefice Service St Mary’s 10:00
Sun 2nd Garsington Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm
Sun 2nd Sports and Social Club Quiz night 6pm
Mon 3rd Parish Council, Village Hall, 7:30pm
Tues 4th   Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm
Wed 5th  Lunch Club, Village Hall 12:30 pm
Sun 9th Parish Communion St Mary’s 09:30
Sun 9th Garsington Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm
Tues 11th Good Neighbours Tea and Cakes Village Hall 2:30-4pm
Wed 12th Garsington Women’s Institute Village Hall 7:30pm
Sun 16th Family Communion St Marys’ 09:30 
Tues 18th Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm
Fri 21st   St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon
Sun 23rd   Breakfast time at St Mary’s 09:30am
Tues 25th Garsington Society – Infrastructure and Housing – Threats to Garsington 8pm

March
Mon 2nd   Parish Council, Village Hall, 7:30pm
Tues 3rd   Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm  
Wed 4th Lunch Club, Village Hall 12:30 pm
Sat 7th Soup Lunch Carol and Cliff Shuker 20a The Hill 12:30-2:30pm
Sun 8th Parish Communion 09:30 St Mary’s
Tues 10th Garsington Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4.00pm
Wed 11th Garsington Women’s Institute Village Hall 7:30pm
Sun 15th Family Communion St Mary’s 09:30
Sun 15th Garsington Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm
Tues 17th   Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm  
Tues 17th Garsington Society – Tax, care and Toy Boys 8pm
Wed 18th Last date for contributions to newsletter April/May
Fri 20th St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon
Sun 22nd     Mothering Sunday All-Age services St Mary’s 09:30am
Sun 22nd Garsington Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm
Sun 29th Breakfast time at St Mary’s 09:30

Front Cover Picture 
Please send me any photos you think would be suitable for the front cover

judithwestgate@btinternet.com

Garsington Choir for info contact Annie Winner 01865 361544

PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Cllr Chris Wright Tel: 01865 361206

wrightchrisj@aol.com
Vice Chairman: Cllr Matthew Dovey Tel: 01865 601279

m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Members: Cllr Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208

rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam Tel: 01865 361349
paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Anne Eastwood Tel: 01865 361205
Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Mike Patrick Tel: 01865 361702
mkichael.patrick@aol.com
Cllr Judith Westgate Tel: 01865 361611
judithwestgate@btinternet.com
Cllr Ian Ashley Tel: 01865 361154
Ian.garsingtonpc@outlook.com

Parish Clerk: Lorna Stevenson, 134 Southend, Garsington, Oxford, OX44 9DL
lornastevenson92@gmail.com Tel: 01865 361671

Newsletter Editor: Judy Westgate, 71 Wheatley Road Garsington OX44 9ER
judithwestgate@btinternet.com  Tel: 01865 361611

County Cllr: Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale
Lorraine.Lindsay-Gale@Oxfordshire.gov.uk

District Cllr: Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie Tel: 01865 341398
elizabethgillespie9@icloud.com

Garsington C.E. Primary    School Office Tel: 01865 361263 
Office@garsingtoprimary.org

St Mary’s Church Rector, Karen Charman

Church Warden Mr J Hall Tel:  01865 361429
Village Hall Marie Holmes Tel:  01865 361200

Annie Winner Tel:  01865 361544

VILLAGE GROUPS
Garsington Good Neighbours        please leave a message Tel: 07487680507
Garsington Voluntary Drivers        please leave a message Tel: 07825085550
Garsington Society Anghard Jeffrey   Tel :01865 368262
S. Citizens Club Lorraine Boyd  Chairperson Tel: 01865 361325
Sports & Social Club Chairman Tel: 01865 368022
Women’s Institute Judy Eden  President Tel: 01865 343563

LOCAL  INFORMATION


