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MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT RATES
per issue
£12

per 6 issues
£ 60

1/2 Page 90mm x 124.5mm

£24

£120

Full Page 186mm x 124.5mm

£48

£240

1/4 Page upright : 90mm x 60mm
landscape : 42.5mm x 124.5mm

You can supply your own advert to fit the above sizes (PDF, JPG or DOC are fine)
We can produce artwork for you FREE OF CHARGE if so please supply
a plain text file and any graphic/logo

Useful internet information
Parish Website
Police PCSO

www.garsingtonparish.org
PC Mel Stafford on 07974 126161
or Ian Kent on 07800 702763.
Finding a library
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/find-library
Report an overweight vehicle
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/
weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole or street light
fixmystreet.com
South Oxfordshire District Council
www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains
www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm

Chairman’s Remarks
In my last notes, the lock-down had barely begun and here we are
eight weeks later still facing an uncertain future. There are many heartwarming stories of neighbours helping each other with their shopping;
volunteers collecting prescriptions; others taking items to the post office,
and of course the Sports and Social club`s delivery service. If you need
some help please contact the Good Neighbour`s Scheme on 07487 680507.
The parish council is continuing to meet and conduct business and has
now held two meetings using the internet. At the last meeting one
member of the public joined us to ask questions. Details of how to attend
meetings or how to submit questions to meetings can be obtained from
the parish clerk.
Some villagers recall the apple and crab-apple trees in the garden of the
old school. They remember how the children used to make crab-apple
jelly in the infant class and play among the trees at break time in
the summer. There was also an orchard where Poplar Close is now. A
proposal has been submitted to the parish council to recreate some of that
magic by planting an orchard in Parslers` Piece.
The “public” examination of the SODC plan with its proposed housing at
Northfield is now highly likely to take place over the internet without
any public attendance. We also understand that plans are being made for
this to happen in the quite near future. In anticipation of this we are
working with Horspath parish council to share the costs of representation
and to present a united front.
Chris Wright, Chairman.

Fly Tipping website name is too long to put here, but go to southoxon.gov.uk and
search for fly tipping. Link to online reporting form should come up.

Important Telephone Numbers
When a crime is in progress and Police Presence is required IMMEDIATELY CALL 999
NEW NUMBER FOR NON EMERGENCY POLICE - CALL 101 : To share information
with the Police, but remain anonymous, call CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111
Oxfordshire C. C. (incl. Fire & Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit, Ferry Hinksy
Rd, Oxford OX2 OBY Tel: 01865 815397 E: safercommunities@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Thanks
I would like to thank everyone who bought my Southend tomato plants
recently. I had grown them ready for Cuddesdon Fete and as that wasn’t
going to happen, I decided to try and raise some money for Cancer
Research. We raised £100.00 in a very short time and have sent a cheque
off to Cancer Research UK in memory of my sister Helen who recently
passed away. Thank you again for your generosity,
Paul Stevenson

Garsington Good Neighbours
We would like to share this list of local people who have changed their
way of working to help us in this strange time.
Cornfields Bakery will deliver bread and veg boxes 872682
Veg in Clover will deliver a veg box veginclover.co.uk - 01865 427359
Cricks Butcher in Wheatley will deliver meat, fish, eggs, cheese 01865 872347
Mr. Gill will deliver bread, eggs and milk if you have a daily paper from
him: oxlocaldelivery@gmail.com 01865 326625
Milk & More : Current customers can easily order extra milk for a neighbour.
Rectory Farm Fruit,veg and bread 01865 358309 www.rectoryfarmpyo.co.uk
Aldens Butchers Also veg boxes, eggs, cheese. www.meatmaster.info
Crazy Bear farm shop 01865 890714 www.crazybeargroup.co.uk/stadhampton
Bonners Oxford market www.bonnersoxford.shop deliver fruit,veg & cheese.
The Black Boy pub deliver fruit veg and sundries www.blackboyoxford.co.uk
Waterperry Farm shop Fruit veg and sundries. 01844 396351
www.waterperryfarmshop.co.uk

*-. ,+".,+".!,2 *-.
1%.$%)
!,2 1%.$%)
.$" $*/,
.$" $*/,

''

'' ''

) )" ". . '"
'"
,"-/'.,"-/'.*(+".%.%0"
*(+".%.%0"
,
.", ."-

111 #,%(" /-.",- * /&

A D OUSLEY
Domestic & Commercial Electrician
All types of electrical installation work
including test, inspection and certification
Tel : Adam on 01844 339793
or 01865 875031 (after 6pm)
Mobile 07976 352293 (8am-6pm)
Email : adousley01865@gmail.com
Registered member
of the Electrical
Contractors
Association
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GARSIN GTON GOOD N EIGHBOURS
In these troubled times
We have new and younger volunteers who are happy to help those who are
self isolating. We are mostly collecting prescriptions and doing some shopping
but if there is anything else you need please ask.

Telep hone 07487 680507

Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 or Tina Everett 07891 349799

From the Vicar
Dear all
I hope you are well, and enjoying this lovely weather? I must admit that
Martin and I are finding it a little too hot and sunny on some days; and
the dogs aren’t getting many walks at the moment – though we did enjoy
a pleasant stroll at dusk last night, down below the church, when the sky
was glorious shades of blue, orange and pink.
The Rectory garden is a delight, and it’s been lovely to watch new trees,
plants and flowers come to life. This week, our roses began to open out,
and they are delightful. Although I’ve never been much of a gardener,
the various herbs and lavenders I planted recently are thriving; and
some raised beds will be arriving shortly. I spent many hours trying to
rid the garden of cow parsley – until friends assured me that it is wonderful for butterflies and other insects. We now have a well-mowed area
of lawn, and a more natural area around the apple trees, with cow parsley, nettles and wild flowers. I’m hoping to grow strawberries, and more
herbs and lavender in the raised beds, when they arrive.
In worship recently, we reflected on the passage from John’s Gospel
where Jesus is saying farewell to his disciples, before his arrest and crucifixion. Jesus tells his disciples, “I am the true vine, my father is the gardener … Abide in me as I abide in you … I am the vine, you are the
branches.” (John 15;1-5). During the coronavirus pandemic and lockdown, we have all been doing a lot of ‘abiding’, of remaining at home, of
staying safe and helping to keep others safe. Sometimes, I’m sure, staying home can be frustrating. Sometimes, it might be a little boring. I’m
aware that for some people - victims of domestic and sexual abuse –
staying home can actually be very dangerous and frightening. But Jesus
calls us to abide not in our homes, but to abide in him – to live in him –
and he promises that, if we abide in him, we will bear much fruit.
I’m writing this during Mental Health Awareness Week and, in our
Outdoor Church session last Saturday, we practised mindfulness – living
in the present moment, trying not to worry about the past, or about the
future, but just abiding in the present. We spent time enjoying the
birdlife, plants and flowers we find in our garden and reflecting on
another Bible passage:

Do you need a Will
or Lasting Power of
Attorney?
If so contact Hillhampton Wills, a local
company, on 0118 984 3167
or email joanne@hillhamptonwills.com
Joanne will visit you at your home.
Appointments last approximately 1 hour
and can be held during the day, evening
or weekend.
A Single Will costs £160,
a pair of Mirror Wills £210,
a pair of Powers of Attorney £390.
For further information
visit www.hillhamptonwills.com

A member of the Institute of
Professional WillWriters and fully insured.

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys OX4
6BD (car park in Poulton Place)

Welcome! we are the
Catholic Parish Church
for the Garsington area.
SUNDAY MASS TIMES
9.30am, with music and
children’s liturgy and 6.00pm
For all enquiries
please call the church office
(01865) 776903

Garsington Village Hall
Fully refurbished facilities available for hire:
Large function room – Adjoining committee/reception room
Fully modernised kitchen – up-to-date disabled facilities
Staging and presentation equipment
Check us out at www.garsingtonvillagehall.com
Whatever your requirements we are sure we can help
For more information telephone one of the numbers below.
To make a booking please complete a booking form via the
web or telephone: Marie Holmes 361200 Annie Winter 361544

“Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,
or about your body, what you will wear … Consider the birds of the air
… consider the lilies of the field … do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will bring worries of its own …” (Matthew 6:25-34).
Jesus, it seems, was an advocate of mindfulness.
We live in a beautiful village, surrounded by marvellous views, with
some lovely walks on our doorsteps. Many of us have gardens we can
enjoy. I encourage you, if you can, to spend some time in your gardens
each day, considering the birds and the flowers. Reflect on what it might
mean for you to abide in Jesus, and to abide in his love.
If you don’t have a garden, there are still many ways in which you can
abide in Jesus, and abide in his love. The Bible tells us how the risen
Jesus appeared to his disciples in the locked and bolted upper room, and
said, “Peace be with you.”
I pray that, wherever you are – at home, in your garden, in your workplace, or in your school – you may know the peace of God which passes
all understanding, and the love of God which knows no bounds.
God bless and stay safe
Karen
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Updates from St Mary’s
Our church building may be closed, but we are still very active.
We continue to provide pastoral support; to worship (including
celebrating the Eucharist); to pray; study and read the Bible; provide
collective worship for Garsington Primary School (via Facebook
live-streaming and pre-recorded videos); and develop new forms of
family-friendly worship. Please see below for some of the things going
on during lockdown:
Donations to our church roof appeal have stalled
during the coronavirus pandemic, but we still
need to raise £22,000.00 for roof repairs and
the installation of a roof alarm. We would love to
be in a position to complete this work before the
winter, as another winter with inadequate roofing, and exposure to the elements, could lead to
further damage to the church interior.
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We are aware that the coronavirus pandemic will
have had an adverse effect on many peoples’
finances, with some losing their jobs, or being
furloughed, and with small businesses struggling
to survive, so we recognise that many people will
not be able to support this appeal. On the other
hand, some people may have found that their
income has remained stable, while expenditures
have dropped, during lockdown. If you are in
this fortunate position, please do consider
whether you could make a donation to the roof
appeal. All donations would be most gratefully
received.

If you would like to donate, please gift aid your donation if possible.
For further details please contact our Treasurer, Robin Frazer, on 01865
361639 or robinfrazer50@btinternet.com, or post donations to Robin at 50
Wheatley Road, Garsington, OX44 9ER.
Thank you very much
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Benefice e-newsletter
We have introduced a weekly Benefice e-newsletter, which is issued by
email, and which contains news of all our services and events, and other
important updates from the church. If you would like to be added to
the email distribution list, please email emilyjmelias@gmail.com
Links with Garsington Primary School
Throughout lockdown, we have continued to develop our close relationship with Garsington Primary School, and to pray for all teachers,
staff, pupils and parents. We have continued to provide weekly
Collective Worship, or assemblies, via video messages. These can be
found on our Facebook page @BeneficeGCH.
Eucharists
We celebrate a Eucharist from home each Sunday at 9:30am and
Wednesday at 11am. All are welcome to join these Eucharists on Zoom.
On Sundays, we enjoy coffee and a chat (on Zoom) after worship.
Please either subscribe to our e-newsletter to receive Zoom access codes,
or email emilyjmelias@gmail.com
Oasis
A sacred space for spirituality and stillness, usually Wednesday at 7:30pm
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We began Oasis during Lent, meeting first in St Mary’s Church and
then, due to lockdown, switching to live-streaming on Facebook or
using Zoom. Oasis is an informal service. There are always candles,
and a short passage from scripture. We usually listen to some music
and, occasionally, poetry; and enjoy a short period of silence. All are
welcome to join us for Oasis. Please either subscribe to our e-newsletter to receive Zoom access codes, or email emilyjmelias@gmail.com
Lego Church
We held our first Lego Church session, on our Facebook page, on
Saturday 9 May. We heard the story of Creation, from the Brick Bible,
then made models, using Lego bricks and other materials we found in
our home, in response to the story. Children and families who joined us
enjoyed our first Lego Church and we look forward to meeting regularly, to hear Bible stories and build Lego models, when restrictions on
public gatherings are no longer necessary.

Lunch Club
Hello everyone, we hope you are all well and staying safe in these
strange times. At the present we do not know when the Lunch Club will
reopen but as soon as we do we will let everyone know.
We, as much as you, really miss our monthly lunch date, made all the
harder as many of you who come are considered to be in the vulnerable
group (this includes many of the helpers). Hopefully, it will not be too
long before we see everyone again. With our very best wishes
Eileen, Judy, Nan

If you wish to watch a video of our Lego Church Session, you can find it
on our Facebook page @BeneficeGCH.
If you have any Lego, or other building blocks, which you no longer use
and wish to donate, please email: rev.karen.charman@gmail.com or
leave them outside the Rectory. Thank you.
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Open as Usual...
Social Distancing
and Following Rules!

01865 876699
07585 699908
E: bookings@ccbcars.com
Online: www.ccbcars.com

FAMILY RUN
CLEANING BUSINESS

Outdoor Church
We held our first Outdoor Church session on Saturday 16 May, on our
Facebook page. We spent some time considering the birds and the flowers, and took part in a scavenger hunt to find various objects in our gardens and homes. We look forward to meeting regularly, for informal and
fun outdoor worship or Forest Church, when it is safe to do so.
If you wish to watch a video of our Outdoor Church session, you can
find it on our Facebook page @BeneficeGCH.
Prayer blankets and prayer shawls
Thank you to all those who have been knitting or crocheting prayer blankets and prayer shawls for our new prayer blanket ministry, and an
especially warm thank you to Garsington Women’s Institute for their
contributions.
All knitted or crocheted prayer blankets and shawls will be blessed,
hopefully at a special service in St Mary’s Church later this year. If we
cannot safely all gather together for worship for many months, then they
might be blessed in a much smaller gathering. Once blessed, prayer
shawls or blankets will be given to those who are ill, housebound, lonely or recently bereaved. Prayer blankets and shawls often bring comfort
and peace to those who receive them, and generosity and kindness are
also good for the mental or emotional well-being of those who make the
blankets. I have also heard that knitting and crocheting can be quite
therapeutic and relaxing, though I haven’t personally managed to knit
anything since I was a child!
There are many patterns and ideas available on the internet for prayer
blankets and shawls, but you can follow any suitable pattern. Prayer
blankets should be large enough to cover the lap, legs and feet of a person seated in a chair or wheelchair. Prayer shawls should be large
enough to wrap around one’s shoulders and arms.
Please contact me if you would like more information; rev.karen.charman@gmail.com Tel: 361 146
Thanks

Pastoral Care
The Vicar and Parochial Church Council are attempting to phone all
members of our electoral roll to check on people’s health, and well-being
and provide telephone support to those who are lonely or alone. If you
are not on our electoral roll, but would like a chat, please phone the Vicar
on 361 146.
If you are lonely, and would prefer a face-to-face chat, it might be possible for the Vicar to meet you somewhere safe, outdoors, observing social
distancing, if you have not been advised to shield.
God bless
Revd Karen

The Garsington Society
The Garsington Society was formed in November 1988 as a result of
concerns over large scale proposals for unsuitable development in the
green belt, with the aim of coordinating and cooperating with local
authorities, planning committees, voluntary organisations, charities and
other bodies with similar aims to those of the Society. Together with the
Save Garsington Group and the Expressway Action Group we are
supporting the campaign against the development at Northfield brook
and the fight against the expressway.
Covid-19 has of course affected the Society’s planned events. The
committee has held a meeting via Zoom and consults via email. We hope
it may be possible to hold the quiz later in the year, but the barn dance
has been cancelled and the guided walk around Holton Park has been
rescheduled for June 2021. The quiz and barn dance are the Society’s
major fundraising events, so the small annual subscription of £3 is more
important than ever. Anyone who would like to subscribe or donate
towards the ‘fighting fund’ should contact Angharad Jeffery at
angharadrichard@yahoo.com or on 368262.
Stay safe!
Kay Willbery

RENOVATE

EXTEND

BUILD

DEVELOP

Refurbishments

Garden offices

Extensions

Fencing

Kitchens

Decking

Bathrooms

Patios

Wet rooms

Ground works

Plastering & Decorating

Digger hire with driver

Tiling

Loft conversions

Landscaping

New builds

We’re still working during these uncertain times to government guidelines
Only where possible and with our clients and contractors safety in mind

Do you need more room, are you working from home
Why not convert a bedroom / garage to a home office
or
Have a building erected in the garden, it may not be as
expensive as you think

ALL BUILDING WORK COVERED ACROSS THE
OXFORD AREA - CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
Call 07521 601040 or Office 01865 361017
Email: info@opruk.com or Visit: www.opruk.com
All Work fully Insured!
and guaranteed

4 Elm Drive, Garsington,!
Oxon, OX44 9AG

News from the
Red Kite
Reporters
at Garsington
CE Primary
School
May 2020
Hello! Our names are Reaghan, Millie, and Shay and we are the Red Kite reporters for this
edition. It is a very strange time in school at the moment due to the Coronavirus. Our school
is only open at the moment to a limited number of children. Our teacher Ms D’Archambaud,
has been asking us about our experience of lockdown.
What has it been like in school since the lockdown?
It’s been fun because we do about 4 hours learning and have lots of fun even though not many
people are here. It’s been weird but cool. We sit in the hall to do our learning but we have to
sit apart. It’s been really fun doing Joe Wicks (exercise every morning)
What has learning been like in school?
Still fun but not quite the same as we don’t have our usual teachers. It can be hard and quite
confusing but we have teachers to help us. It has been different as we are using the Chrome
Books to do most of our work.
What have you missed most?
Seeing my friends, especially Sam and the others in my class. My friends, but I have become
closer friends with the other children who come in. I miss my teachers and friends. It’s hard
for me to work at home, especially as my mum is working too.
What are you looking forward to?
September when we will all be back at school and have Fish and Chip Friday! Coming back
to school and learning all together in a classroom with our teachers and all our friends. All
the activities we can do again, like swimming.
Any messages for the Garsington Community?
Stay happy, healthy and fit and think of good things. There will be a brighter side.
Take care everyone from Garsington CE Primary school and we hope to be all back together
again soon.
We still have a few places at our school so if you know anyone who is looking for a place then
get them to contact the school and we would be happy to talk to them further. Our school
number is 01865 361263. Our email address is office@garsingtonprimary.org

*

*

*

Garsington Women’s
Institute

Wellbeing bags for comfort
items for NHS workers

Under normal circumstances, I would be
telling you about th Climate Change presentation we had in April in honour of the
50th Anniversary of Earth Day, as well as
the interesting and helpful presentation on
Safe Summer Driving Tips from our May
meeting. Unfortunately, my first official
duty as President of our local WI was to
cancel these wonderful plans due to the
pandemic lockdown. That was not how we
thought our new year would begin. We do
hope to re-schedule our cancelled speakers
for a later date, so do check back with us.
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hand when necessary, and helping with errands and supplies when needed.

Our county organisation, the Oxfordshire Federation of Women’s Institutes
(OFWI), was asked to support the efforts of the UK Crafters – Oxfordshire &
Central group to make items desperately needed by NHS staff and care workers. As part of the OFWI effort, Garsington WI members made and donated
scrubs laundry bags, wellbeing bags for comfort items, and pressure relieving
headbands (which are worn with facemasks to eliminate the risk of sore and
bleeding ears from long-term mask use). Thanks to the combined efforts of the
UK Crafters and WI groups, as of 15 May: 9,535 laundry bags, 873 wellbeing
bags, 524 headbands, 520 scrubs, and 150 scrub caps were donated for a whopping total of 11,602 items! All items were made according to NHS requirements
for construction and infection control. These efforts will continue for as long as
we are needed. Our WI is pleased that we have been able to help in a small way
and show our support for our wonderful NHS and care workers.
With government restrictions still in place on gatherings, we have to accept that
there will be no group meetings in person for June and July. We are, however,

OPEN AS USUAL • 9:00am - 7:00pm
social distancing • Phone for Appointment

CALL PLUMBING HEATING

going to trial virtual meetings for the next two months, making the best use
we can of available technology and telephony. With varying degrees of tech
experience and access, it will be an interesting challenge.

TAPWASHERS & PLUMBING
Repairs • Installations

Our 10th June meeting will be a closed meeting for current members only while
we iron out technical difficulties. We hope to open our 8th July meeting to other
interested women in Garsington. For more information, contact me at 01865
361730 or msjgriffiths@btinternet.com.

BOILERS, COOKERS, GASFIRES
Serviced • Repaired • Replaced
CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
Installations • Cleansing • Servicing

Martha S.J. Griffiths, President

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

Senior Citizens

UNDERFLOOR HEATING

Hullo everyone, hope you are all keeping safe and well, these are very
strange times, as you already know we have had to cancel our Tuesday
club meetings until further notice. I rang around the Committee to get
their views on the trips for this year, and we all agreed they would have
to be cancelled due to the virus situation and Government Rulings.

EMERGENCY REPAIRS

Best Prices, Service and Reliability

LEE BECKETT

01491 614233 or
07773 168120

www.walkinshowerbaths.co.uk

Wheatley Dental Practice
01865 873314
We are currently accepting new
patients at our friendly local
dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists
or call in for more details!

I spoke to Barbara at Plastows coaches to let her know, she said they
were all closed up and didn't know when things would get back to
normal but would keep us posted.
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Tooth whitening and facial
aesthetic treatments available.
Catherine Peers BDS,
Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS
Claudia Conde
MClinDent(Prostho.)London
Rachel Hyde RDH Jane Smale RDH
Candy Owens RDH

96 Church Rd, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com

I have rung round a few members to see how they are keeping due to
being isolated from friends/families etc, the feeling I got was that
people were getting really fed up, feeling quite anxious, people are
catching up with jobs, but there is only so much cleaning and housework
you can do. People are trying to keep busy doing jigsaws, wordsearches,
reading, talking to friends over the telephone, but days seem very long,
good job the weather has not been too bad. The positive which has come
out of the lockdown is that neighbours/friends have been very thoughtful and checking in with people.
I am still making sure that you get your birthday cards, this is neededmore than ever. I will be posting them not delivering.
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It will be so nice to get back to club etc whenever that will be to see
everyone and have a good catch up, a game of bingo, cup of tea and
biscuits(think we will have to buy new ones as I bet they will all be stale).
Well all take care of yourselves in this difficult time, and we will meet
again, don't know when but we will.
Linda Barnett Secretary

Early Summer

The soft mist gathers over the
wooded plain, the fern frond, tender green,
unfolds gently its fingers
to greet the noon.
The clear voice of the cuckoo,
Singing in jubilation;
the chiff-chaff in the beech tree,
uncertain yet to herald May.
The scented pine, tall and dark,
superior; hesitant the oak, stretches
pale branches, leaves small and waiting.
The gorse, prickly, golden, stubbled bush,
thrusting upwards to make room
for the nest softly lined with down,
the goldfinch, busy there, small
in the vast stillness
of woods awakening.
The sparse soil, silvery light sandy
on the rise of undulating land,
the blaze of colour, as the shaft
of sunlight shyly peers through,
penetrating and bursting forth
In jubilation to summer.

Parallels of History
The other day when on my exercise walk I went along the footpath next
to the site of the old smallpox hospital & thought of the parallels
between its construction & that of the Nightingale Hospitals currently.
The hospital was situated at the end of Lower Blackberry Lane on land
currently occupied by a portakabin rental company. This is just off the
Watlington Road near the Grenoble Road roundabout.
Hospitals of this type were known as Humphreys Hospitals after James
Humphreys, an iron merchant & contractor, who patented their structure. They were prefabricated buildings made of corrugated iron & were
purchased by Local Authorities particularly for the isolation & treatment

STEVE WILKINS0N
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

• PLASTERING
• REPOINTING
Brick & Stone

• PATIO’S
• FENCING
TEL: 01865 891554
MOB : 07885 538514

Beauty Salon in Drayton St. Leonard,
with plenty of free parking
I have over 10 years experience and specialise in
manicures & pedicures, gel nails, tanning, waxing,
tinting and eyebrow treatments.
As a welcome treat, enjoy a complimentary file
and polish.
I look forward to welcoming you!
Paige
07584 665790
paige@willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk
www.willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk

NNJ
THAMESDOWN
NURSERY
PLAN TO RE-OPEN
ON 6th JUNE

Oxford Road Garsington

WE ARE OPEN
10am - 5pm
TUESDAY TO SUNDAY

r

See us on Facebook:
Contact:
Tel: 07818 405383

of infectious diseases mainly smallpox & tuberculosis. An advertisement
in 1915 quoted the cost of a 12 bed hospital as £403 although of course
the ground would have to be prepared prior to construction. There were
eventually over 200 such hospitals all over England. They were usually
constructed outside centres of population because of the dangers of
infection & thus the one in Garsington is referred to as the Oxford
Smallpox Hospital

PHONE NOW FOR APPOINTMENTS
MID JULY ONWARDS

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
≈ NO FUSS ≈
≈ NO MESS ≈
≈ NO PROBLEM ≈

The hospitals typically had 12 beds & were divided into 2 wards, 6 male
& 6 female, & were separated by a central area containing a kitchen &
nursing office. Each ward had a single earth closet & a sink. The hospital
at Garsington also had an additional small building for administration &
a mortuary.
In fact the hospital was never used for any patients as the threat of smallpox disappeared following the development of a vaccine. Will the
Nightingale Hospitals have the same fate & will there be a vaccine for
Covid-19?
Ian Eastwood, Local History Group.

Nature Notes
attention to detail and process management skills to
all his projects, utilising a network of trusted specialist
tradesmen to deliver outstanding results.

Are you interested in refurbishing
your home but too busy to organise
it and unsure of where to start?
Under Construction offers a total renovation and

So remove the stress and time it takes to plan and
co-ordinate your home improvements and let Geoff
help you with a friendly, professional service that
delivers the highest standards on time and to budget
– with a smile.
●

●

Complete refurbishment property solutions –
Project Management
Carpentry – fitting, trimming and design
Kitchen and Bathroom – design to installation
Decoration – plastering, painting and decoration
Landscaping – design to creation

redecoration service, including the management of
all specialist trades, to provide you with the beautiful
home you desire.

●

From blueprint to decoration, your home improvement
project will be personally managed and implemented
by Geoff Barker. Whether you are looking for a new
kitchen, bathroom, garden landscape or even a
complete refurbishment, Geoff offers a one-stop
shop that provides you with a service you can trust.
Based in South Oxfordshire, he brings creative vision,

Please contact Geoff Barker for a free no-obligation
detailed quotation.

●
●

All quotations come with a complete cost breakdown
to ensure full peace of mind.

Contact us on: mobile 07870 239973
email Geoff.d.barker@btinternet.com

Yes it's House Martin nesting survey again.
First of all many thanks to all those who contacted me last year, the result
was a slight increase, the total being 14 nests.
One of the great mysteries about the Martins is where they go in the winter. Like many similar species they migrate to Africa but unlike others
when they cross the Sahara they seem to disappear. It remains a mystery
where they actually go.
House Martins are in decline - like most birds, - the in the past 25 years
the BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) says we've lost two-thirds of our
nesting Martins.
So if these beautiful birds honour you with their presence, feel glad and
encourage them. I can be contacted by the following means.
Thank you.
Steve Lockey

tel:01865 361685

email: stev50lock@gmail.com

Ovenblitz the solution to any dirty oven Ovenblitz

Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need
never do again. EVER!!!
W
cooker, hob,
Wee clean any oven, cooker,
extractor
extractor,, microwave, BBQ
Using non caustic and non toxic
products in your home
Prices start from as little as £35 for
a single oven
Agas and Rayburn priced according to size

Call 07749 597 627 or go on line
www.ovenblitz.co.uk
www.ovenblitz.co.uk
ovenblitz@googlemail.com

LADIES & GENTS
HAIRDRESSER

W
eekend appointments available
Weekend

ELM DRIVE - GARSINGTON

Busy Baskets Nursery trading as:

We Blitz Your
Your Oven.
We

01865 361445

250 varieties and colours of basket
& patio plants all grown
on the nursery
HANGING BASKET
SPECIALISTS
BEDDING &
CONTAINER PLANTS
VEGETABLES
& HERBS
Seasonal Opening:
April-July & September-November
7 days a week - See website for details

PERENNIALS,
CLIMBERS & SHRUBS

andy@purelyplants.co.uk 01491
01491 833 8
31 w: www.purelyplants.co.uk
www.purelyplants.co.uk
e: andy@purelyplants.co.uk
831
Purely
Oxfordshire
Purely Plants Nursery,
Nursery, 142a Wantage
Wantage Road, Wallingford,
W
Wallingfor
allingford, Oxfor
dshire OX10 0LU

Wheatley Library
To discover the extraordinary online materials offered by the library service
go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk - Scroll down and select “More Libraries”
To appreciate everything on offer you need to be a library member (that’s
a simple online form) -you’ll receive your borrower number via email within 3 working days. A link to join is on the same page.
Digital Offers • eBooks • eAudio
There are over 20 000 ebooks and over 3500 eAudio books available to
borrow.
News, magazines and research
Here is just a small sample of the over 6000 publications available
through the library subscription
Newpapers: Metro, the Sun, Daily Mail, Evening Standard, Daily
Mirror, The Times (from Newsbank), The Daily Telegraph, Daily
Express, I, Financial Times, The Guardian.
Magazines: Good Housekeeping, OK!, Stylist, The Week, TV Times, The
People’s Friend, Woman’s Own, Cosmopolitan, New Scientist, Wired
UK, Woman’s Health, Men’s Health, Amateur Photography
Music streaming service Naxos Music Library
Access to over 2 million tracks (more than 150,538 discs) of classical
music with an exceptionally wide range of standard and rare repertoire
– content from over 940 labels (major and independent).
Summer Reading Challenge 2020 ‘Silly Squad’
The annual Summer Reading Challenge for children aged 4-11 years old
is on the horizon and it’s going to be different! It’s going online this year
and the plan is to extend the length of the Summer Reading Challenge
by a few weeks either side of the usual school holiday but dates are yet
to be confirmed.
The 2020 theme is 'Silly Squad': a celebration of funny books, happiness
and laughter, featuring artwork from award-winning children's author
and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson.
We're posting more and more on Facebook and Twitter where we host
book discussions every Thursday, a regular nursery rhyme spot and you
can even puzzle over our #MixUpMonday anagrams.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries • Facebook: Oxfordshire Libraries
Facebook: Friends of Wheatley Library • Twitter: @oxonlibraries
Wendy Stanton, Wheatley Library Manager

Garsington Sports and Social club
May/June 2020
This is a very different kind of update to the one I was planning!
Obviously the last time I had to write a piece, I was asking our wonderful Chairman for a list of all the exciting things planned for the club that
I could help to promote and publicise. A whole spring and summer of
exciting events and good times to be had by all, where we were looking
forward to music events and reporting on sporting presentation nights
and quizzes etc. all now sadly cancelled.
However we have found ourselves in a very different, challenging and
rather scary world to the one we once knew. Like most other parents of
school age children I am faced with the daily challenge of homeschooling! (more about how I'm coping with that in the Chairman's update)
At this point I would also like to take the time to say a note of thanks to
all of the wonderful staff at Garsington Primary school, for all their hard
work and care in supporting the children with their efforts, and enabling
us a structure for us trying to continue to help to provide some sort of
continuity of education, whilst continuing to open the school for those
children whose parents or carers are still having to work. You are all
truly amazing and we as a family, miss you all and the wider school community very much!
Whilst we are all trying to keep safe stay at home or alert or whatever the
message may be by the time you read this, I'm very proud of our
Chairman and his family for thinking outside of the box and setting up
a free local delivery service for the residents of Garsington, and now
Cuddesdon, of drinks and snacks. I certainly have been availing myself
of the service, albeit to help ease the transition from parent to teacher,
obviously once the teaching has done!!. Whilst I may joke about this, it
is providing a vital income to help the club hopefully survive the current
situation. Whether you are self isolating, shielding or just can't face the
queues at the supermarkets, do please consider placing an order.In this
current climate. It brings a sense of excitement realising it's Friday and
delivery time!

Another way to help is by using the Easy fundraising app and setting up
Garsington Sports and Social club as your chosen beneficiary. It doesn't
cost you anything but gives a percentage of your shopping to raise funds
for the club. You just go via the app and then it takes you to your chosen site to shop. Once you have made your purchase it then will verify
your purchase. It has over 4,000 retailers, including all the big names like
Amazon, John Lewis, M&S, Argos etc. Again every little thing we can do
to raise funds for the club is all to the good, to keep it going for the
future.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
So for now I hope you all stay safe and healthy and look forward to seeing you all back at the club soon.
Deb Walker, on behalf of the Social Club committee.

Chairman’s Update
Wow, what a time we’re all going through currently! I hope everyone is
staying sane and keeping safe under these awful times. The Club’s position is irrelevant to peoples’ health of course and under the current
advice we are not able to open anyway!
However that doesn’t mean things have come to a standstill. The current lockdown has provided us with an opportunity to look at carious
maintenance issues around the place and what can be improved or done
in the future if we get the green light to open up again.
All sport came to an abrupt halt in March, when we were closed, which
was a shame as both men’s football teams had secured their league statuses. The youth teams were closing out their sessions with promising
performances and the darts team was continuing a strong season in the
premier league. Our pool team won their final two league games to
secure the league title, but as of yet have not been able to pick up the trophy with all pubs and clubs closed. With interest in the competitions still
ongoing for some of the team, it’s proved a frustrating time for all.
Unfortunately for the club, we were looking for a big year following two
years of losses, but this has all gone to pot literally. Big plans for entertainment and presentation nights have already gone by the wayside so
having a devastating effect on out finances.

COVID-19

Clinical Lead urges people to use Emergency Departments
Staff at OUH are encouraging people whose health may be at risk to come
to the Emergency Departments at the John Radcliffe and Horton General
hospitals during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Attendances have been significantly lower since the pandemic started and
the Trust is concerned that people are putting their health at risk by not
accessing life-saving services. Staff will treat any serious conditions or ailments. There are systems in place to triage patients with suspected
COVID-19, so everyone who comes to hospital will be treated in a safe
way. More information is available on the OUH website.

Pregnant women encouraged to attend
important appointments
Pregnant women in Oxfordshire are being reminded that medical help is
still at hand during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The OUH has made many changes to how maternity care is provided during pregnancy, to keep both women and staff safe. Including carrying out
some appointments by telephone or video. Maternity services are still open
24/7 for births, urgent care, and clinical advice for women who have concerns about their health or their unborn baby. Some face-to-face appointments with a midwife or doctor are essential, and it is important for women
to attend. It is understandable that people have anxieties around their
health at this very unusual time - especially pregnant women.
Women are reminded care is still available and it is important that they
stay in contact with their maternity team and attend their scheduled
appointments. Appropriate measures will be taken to keep them safe from
infection and wherever possible appointments will be done remotely.

Advice/help food banks/markets stay open

After learning some food banks and food markets had closed over concerns about maintaining social distancing, staff from Oxon County
Council and Cherwell DC. have devised practical infection control guidance for people and organisations supporting more vulnerable groups. A
resource is now in place which helps everyone understand how to keep
themselves and others safe. The guidance, which has received positive
feedback, has helped several food banks and food markets to remain
open, providing essential items to less privileged individuals & families.

However, we’ve looked at how we could bring in some form of revenue
and since the lockdown, we have been delivering both drinks and snacks
to the village. This has proved a success and hopefully once you’ve read
this report you’ll support us going forward, as stocks are topped up regularly with all health and safety measures taken into account. Contactless
card machine at your door or bank transfer in advance has proved the most
effective and welcomed by the regular customers. So please give us a
thought if you’d like some supplies for weekends or weekdays. The prices
have all been cut from the already cheap Club prices to reflect the nonoverheads of opening up and of course to keep the costs competitive with
local stores. Deliveries are free and usually from 5:00 pm onwards on
Fridays, so give us a try and support our attempts to help the Club survive.
For any orders you can either join the Garsington Sports & Social Club
Facebook page or contact the “Team Jeffery” household on 01865 368022.
You can also place an order via the Club’s email address which is garsingtonssc@gmail.com Special thanks to daughter Vicky who has been coordinating all of the orders, payments and delivery. Please see the attached
price list which is currently available. Also I’d like to thank locals Sid
Jackson and Jason Lowe for their continuing support with the grass cutting
and trying to keep on top of the grounds maintenance. Whilst this comes
at a cost to the Club, we feel it’s in everyone’s interest to maintain the
grounds as we’re fully aware people have been using the grounds for their
essential exercise currently. However we won’t be able to go on indefinitely without local support both now and in the future, if we can open
again safely and put on nights of entertainment for all. It really is a fine line
for many businesses and the leisure industry will see many losses of businesses and pubs and clubs. Let’s hope we’re not a casualty of this, but it
won ‘t be for the want of trying on our part.
Well that’s about it, sorry it’s a bit doom and gloom but the situation is very
challenging for us all, especially as many of us, myself included are trying
to keep our own heads above water and keep the families supported too
Hope to hear from many of you soon, and of course many thanks to
those already ordering from us locally, we might just get there.
Bye for now
Rob Jeffery
Chairman GSSC.
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Church Wardens
Village Hall
Village Groups
Garsington Good Neighbours
Garsington Voluntary Drivers
Garsington Society
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Sports & Social Club
Women’s Institute
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Tel: 01865 361206
wrightchrisj@aol.com
Cllr Matthew Dovey
Tel: 01865 601279
m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Cllr Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208
rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam
Tel: 01865 361349
paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Anne Eastwood
Tel: 01865 361205
Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Mike Patrick
Tel: 01865 361702
mkichael.patrick@aol.com
Cllr Judith Westgate
Tel: 01865 361611
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
Cllr Ian Ashley
Tel: 01865 361154
Ian.garsingtonpc@outlook.com
Lorna Stevenson 134 Southend, Garsington,
Oxford, OX44 9DL
lornastevenson92@gmail.com Tel: 01865 361671
Judy Westgate,
01865 361611
71 Wheatley Rd Garsington OX44 9ER
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale
Lorraine.Lindsay-Gale@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
Elizabeth Gillespie
Tel: 01865 341398
elizabethgillespie9@icloud.com
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Karen Charman 01865 361146
rev.karen.charman@gmail.com
Mr J Hall
Tel: 01865 361429
Marie Holmes
Annie Winner

Tel: 01865 361200
Tel: 01865 361544

please leave a message
please leave a message
Anghard Jeffrey
Lorraine Boyd Chairperson
Chairman
Martha Griffiths president
msjgriffiths@binternet.com

07487680507
07825085550
01865 368262
01865 361325
01865 368022
01865 361730

June
Mon 1st
Tues 2nd
Wed 3rd
Sun 7th
Sun 7th
Tues 9th
Wed 10th
Tues 16th
Fri 26th
Sun 28th

Parish council virtual meeting – see garsingtonparish.org for details
Senior Citizens - cancelled
Lunch Club - cancelled
All church services CANCELLED for the foreseeable future
Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm CANCELLED until further notice
Good Neighbours Tea and Cake, Village Hall - cancelled
Women’s Institute Village Hall 7:30pm CANCELLED
Senior citizens - cancelled
St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon CANCELLED
Choir possible contact Annie Winner as below

July
Mon 6th
Tues 7th
Wed 8th
Tues 14th
Wed 15th
Tues 21st
Wed 22nd
Fri 24th

Parish Council, virtual meeting see garsingtonparish.org for details
Senior Citizens - cancelled
Lunch Club, Village Hall 12:30 pm - cancelled
Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4.00pm CANCELLED
Women’s Institute Village Hall 7:30pm CANCELLED
Senior Citizens - cancelled
Last date for contributions to newsletter August/September
St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon CANCELLED

Front Cover Picture
Villagers celebrating 75th anniversary of VE day - B Engstrom
Please send me any photos you think would be suitable for the front cover
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
Garsington Choir for info contact Annie Winner 01865 361544

Friday Cafe at St Mary’s
With our Churches closed sadly our cafe cannot take place. It is such a shame that we
are unable to take advantage of all the beautiful weather and wonderful views that
our monthly coﬀee mornings would have provided. It would certainly have lifted all
our spirits in these strange times. We will let you know when we can once again serve
coﬀee and cake to all the lovely people who come to chat or walk or work out at the
green gym. Take care all of you, look forward to seeing you soon.
Eileen and helpers

