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Useful internet information
Parish Website www.garsingtonparish.org   
Police PCSO Jordan.ede@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Finding a library http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/find-library 
Reporting an overweight vehicle
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole http://www.fixmystreet.com 
South Oxfordshire District Council     http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains http://www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm 
Fly Tipping website name is too long to put here, but go to southoxon.gov.uk and
search for fly tipping.  Link to online reporting form should come up.  

Important Telephone Numbers
When a crime is in progress and Police Presence is required IMMEDIATELY CALL 999
NEW NUMBER FOR NON EMERGENCY POLICE - CALL 101 :  To share information
with the Police, but remain anonymous, call CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111

Oxfordshire C. C. (incl. Fire & Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit,  Ferry Hinksy
Rd, Oxford OX2 OBY Tel: 01865 815397 E: safercommunities@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT RATES

per issue per 6 issues
1/4 Page upright : 90mm x 60mm £12 £ 60

landscape : 42.5mm x 124.5mm

1/2 Page 90mm x 124.5mm £24 £120

Full Page 186mm x 124.5mm £48 £240

You can supply your own advert to fit the above sizes (PDF, JPG or DOC are fine) 
We can produce artwork for you FREE OF CHARGE if so please supply 

a plain text file and any graphic/logo 

Chairman’s Remarks
I thought it might be helpful if I were to update everybody on some of the
major local issues that could influence the future of the village. This is
parish politics I`m talking about not the wider scene!

First on my list is the Expressway. The latest information from the
Department for Transport is that Highways England will announce for
consultation this autumn several routes in each of the proposed corridors -
B1 West of Oxford and B3 South of Oxford. We have to see what is pro-
posed but this is not helpful and it could be a threat to many villages near
to Oxford. There are a number of groups opposed to the Expressway and
they could all use your support. You might also like to know that at the
instigation of Robin Bennet, a Green Party councillor, SODC decided to
withdraw their support for the Expressway at their meeting on 18 July.

Turning to the additional housing at Northfield and Grenoble Road, the
Planning Inspector is still preparing to examine the plan proposed earlier
this year by the Conservative Councillors who have since been turned out
of office. The new council, whilst not explicitly supporting the current
plan are prevaricating over what to do about it. Our councillor, Elizabeth
Gillespie, would like them to withdraw the plan and start again but at the
moment we can only hope that this will be the favoured outcome.

Now onto to something hopefully more palatable; The Three Horseshoes.
At a public meeting in the Village Hall there was a great deal of enthusi-
asm and promises of support for the idea that the pub could become a
community enterprise. Many other local pubs have taken this route with
apparent success so why shouldn`t we follow them? A planning group has
been driving the idea forward taking advice from a charity specifically set
up to help communities such as ours. This group reports to a wider group
of interested people who meet in the sports and social club each fortnight.
The current plan is to invite villagers to meetings on September 5th and
September 9th when a business plan and share prospectus will be pre-
sented to the whole community. Each home will be leafletted over the next
few weeks with an invitation to this meeting. This will be a community
enterprise. It will need your support to be successful. 

Finally, a villager has asked me to include a request for people not to leave
their bins out all week after they have been emptied. It signals to potential
thieves that a house is empty, besides being unsightly. 



Notes from St. Mary’s Church
The succession of festivals in the church year – Easter, Ascension Day, and
Pentecost - is now behind us, and we enter the long period of ‘Sundays after
Trinity’. Trinity tide, also known as Trinity season, is not a season for
commemoration of any particular event in the life of Jesus, but a time for
the building up of our faith. A time for understanding the different ele-
ments of our faith, a season traditionally given to teaching for the nourish-
ment of our Christian lives after the likeness of Christ - hence the liturgical
colour of green, which we see on the altar frontal for most of the season.

At the Oxford Literary Festival earlier in the year, Richard Harries, who
was Bishop of Oxford for nineteen years, talked about his new book
Haunted: modern writers and the struggle for faith. The book is based
around a reflection on the work of twenty writers and poets, ranging from
Dostoevsky, W.H. Auden, William Golding, C.S. Lewis, and up to Philip
Pullman. He shows how in different ways they all struggled with faith,
and how those struggles are demonstrated in their writing. The Russian
Dostoevsky was a passionately religious man, an Orthodox Christian, but
beset with doubt. Auden studied at Oxford, and his talent as a poet was
early recognised: his poem Stop all the Clocks, used in Four Weddings
and a Funeral, brought his name back to public interest. Golding also
studied here in Oxford and was for many years a teacher at Salisbury.
His book The Spire ponders on the question as whether the great
medieval cathedrals were built to the glory of God – or to the glory of
those who built them? Richard Harries intriguingly puts Lewis and
Pullman together in the same chapter, entitled Competing myths: he sees
them as offering two perspectives on life, with different consequences for
how moral maturity is to be understood. A challenging read for those
both of certain and uncertain faith.

We are well on in the process for appointing a new Rector. Two formal
meetings were held earlier in July, so we have now completed the parish
profile, which describes the communities of the three villages of the
benefice, and the ‘person specification’ setting out interests and skills we
are looking for in a new vicar. Thank you to all who contributed to prepar-
ing those outlines. The timetable we are following means that we expect
to advertise for a new incumbent in September, with interviews on the
24th October. If the day is successful and a new incumbent is chosen, we
hope they will join us in the months that follow.  
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Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL 
SERVICES

Call Oxford
01865 400141



Tel : Adam on 01844 339793 
or 01865 875031 (after 6pm) 

Mobile 07976 352293 (8am-6pm)
Email : adousley01865@gmail.com

Registered member 
of the Electrical
Contractors
Association

All types of electrical installation work 
including test, inspection and certification

We are working with our church architect, Robert Montgomery, to repair the
damage caused by the theft of lead and copper from the church roof in
March. He has now prepared a detailed specification to replace the ridging
lead-work with look-alike ceramic tiles, and the roof lead with a special form
of steel which is not likely to attract thieves. We have to obtain a faculty from
the diocese, and planning permission, to do this work. The total cost could
be in the order of £45,000. We will have some funding from the insurance,
and some grants are available. There is bound to be a short fall, and we are
preparing an appeal to meet that target. Donations now are very welcome,
please contact Robin Frazer with any donations or intention to donate.

Many of you came to one of the performances of Witness for the
Prosecution on the 11th to 13th of July at the church. This has been very well
received, and a review of the play appears separately in the Newsletter.
Many thanks to Angharad Jeffery and Janet Betteridge for the production,
and to the cast (for some of whom this was their first appearance on the
stage!) and host of back-stage and front-of-stage supporters. We very much
want the church to be a resource for village events, and we hope to arrange
a musical concert later in the year. 

Please note in your diaries the date of Saturday the 5th October between
10.00 am and 2.00 pm for Garsington’s Own Antiques Roadshow. This will
be hosted by our own Julia Simpson, who as most of you will know is a
long-standing antiques expert. Please bring your family antiques along for
an enjoyable (and maybe rewarding!) day. There will be other stalls and
refreshments, and proceeds will go to the church roof repair fund.  

There is a Food Donation Box in the church by the servery for Asylum
Welcome. Please put in it any groceries you can donate to help asylum seek-
ers and refugees across Oxford and the local community. They need: coffee,
tea, cooking oil, tinned tomatoes, sugar, pasta, rice, tinned fruit, long life
milk, tinned fish, toothpaste, tooth brushes, soap, shampoo, nappies etc.
Thank you.

Anyone wanting to arrange a baptism, wedding, or funeral during the
vacancy should first of all contact Emily Elias, the joint benefice adminis-
trator, who is available on 07538 105598, and emilyjmelias@gmail.com.
Please contact John Hall (joni_hall@btinternet.com or 01865 361429) or
Robin or Eileen Frazer (robinfrazer50@btinternet.com or 01865 361639) in
the first instance for other pastoral concerns.

A D OUSLEY
Domestic & Commercial Electrician 

        

Self-Storage Containers
20 x 8 x 8 Foot

New with insulated roof 
to prevent condensation

Easy access in Garsington
drive right up - Ideal storage for 
Moving Home / Archiving / Cars

T&C’s apply:
surmanagriculture@hotmail.com
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The services for the next two months are given below. Mark Chapman is
being very helpful in making these arrangements, and Sarah Brush and
Bishop Humphrey Southern, who are also on the staff at Ripon College at
Cuddesdon, are with others helping us in taking both Sunday services
and funerals. The ‘Breakfast Time at St Mary’s’ is on the fourth Sunday of
the month. We begin at 9.30am with coffee/tea and croissants to chat
informally, followed by a time of discussion and sharing, ending with a
time of silence followed by our intercessions. If there is a topic you would
like to discuss, around broad issues of social and community concern, as
well as more broad spiritual issues, do have a word with John Hall. 

This year the special Sermon Series at the Benefice services on the first
Sunday of each month will focus on The Lord’s Prayer. Each of our
preachers is from the diocese, and they will be taking one of the lines from
our family prayer as the basis for their sermon.  Other regular events con-
tinue, including the monthly Friday café at the church, and are all
detailed in the benefice news, copies of which are always to be found at
the back of the church. 

Baptisms, weddings and funerals
There was a funeral thanksgiving on 20th June for Colin Marriott

Parking at the Rectory
Residents of the village may not be aware that Rectory is currently
occupied by Simon and Imogen Bridson-Jones as short-term tenants,
while their home in the city is being rebuilt. They have had some
problems with people parking on the drive and on their forecourt, so
blocking their access to the road. Please do not park on the drive, or near
the entrance in a way that impedes their access.

Many thanks
John Hall and Robin Frazer

 
Japlene 
DDrreessssmmaakkeerrss 

 
We can create an outfit for any occasion 

 whatever 
 your age, size or budget, including: 

 
Wedding and Bridesmaid Dresses 

Mother of the Bride 
Formal occasions 

Daywear   
 

We also make cushions and curtains, and 
 offer a full alteration service 

 
6 Windmill Rd, Headington OX3 7BX,  
Tel 01865 764251, Mob 07919453387 

 
From 01 Jan 2019 we will be in our  

new workshop @ 
 28 The Hill Garsington OX44 9DG 

Tel 01865 361225, Mob 07919453387 
 

www.japlene.com, www.japlene.co.uk 
e-mail: hydepauline@sky.com 

 

 
                            

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed by various

contributors are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council.
The inclusion of an article in this
publication does not necessarily

imply a recommendation of its aims,
policies or methods.

The Newsletter cannot be held 
responsible for the information 

disclosed by advertisements, which 
are taken in good faith. No liability can
be accepted for loss or inconvenience
caused as a result of error or omission.

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO  SHORTEN OR  REJECT MATERIAL.

Sacred Heart

Catholic Church
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys OX4
6BD (car park in Poulton Place)

Welcome! we are the
Catholic Parish Church
for the Garsington area.

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
9.30am, with music and 

children’s liturgy and 6.00pm

For all enquiries 
please call the church office 

(01865) 776903



August & September Services 
at St Mary’s Church

4th August at 10.00 am 
Benefice Service at All Saints Cuddesdon. 
Sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer: For yours is the kingdom, with Revd Charles
Chadwick, Parish Development Officer for the Dorchester area.

11th August The Eighth Sunday after Trinity
9.30am Parish Communion

18th August The Ninth Sunday after Trinity
9.30am Family Communion                        

25th August The Tenth Sunday after Trinity
9.30am Breakfast Time discussion
Led by Stephen wood:  Socrates: what has he done for us?

1st September The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
10.00 am Benefice service at St. Mary’s Garsington.

8th September The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity  
9.30am Parish Communion

15th September Harvest Festival
9.30am Family Communion                        

22nd September The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
9.30am Breakfast Time 

29th September Michaelmas
9.30am Parish Communion

The Benefice website is: www.gchparishes.co.uk where you will find
recent sermons, a gallery of pictures as well as news items on recent
events, and what to look out for in the coming months. St Mary’s Church
(together with All Saints’, Cuddesdon and St Giles’, Horspath) can now
be found on Twitter and Instagram! Find us @BeneficeGCH for regular
posts about church events, news, church facts, prayers and generally
interesting content about the daily workings of our village churches.



20 years of 
Curtain Making 

in Garsington

Garsington CE Primary School News 

We are four pupils in Year 5 from Garsington CE Primary School. Our
names are Lauren, Laila, Vaughn and Sam H and we are the Red Kite
reporters for this edition.  

In our end of year assembly we celebrated all the things we had achieved
as Red Kite learners this year. We all try to remember our school vision
that we always believe that we can achieve.  

Enrichment is very important to us at Garsington and this year we have
enjoyed lots of visitors, events and trips. We also do a range of clubs to try
and suit all interests including cookery, art, nature explorers, drama, foot-
ball, multi sports, cross country, karate, frisbee and many other fun activi-
ties to keep everyone fit, healthy and happy. This year we have had many
themed weeks, events and workshops including Harvest, Kindness Week,
Remembrance, Poetry, International Evening, Aspirations Week,
Friendship Time, Festival of Voices, Cowley Road Carnival, Strictly
Dancing, the Great Science Share and Health and Safety Week. We have
also enjoyed events with other local schools. We have hosted a maths chal-
lenge afternoon and a general knowledge quiz. Next year we are hoping



to start a debating club. We also run a weekly intergenerational project
called Full Circle with five members of the local community. If you are
interested in joining this then do contact the school for more information.

We have loved all our sport this year. At the end of the summer term we
had Area Sports, Sports Day and Race for Life. We always remember our
values of teamwork and determination and don’t give up when things
get tough. We celebrate everyone’s achievements and effort even when
we don’t win.

Now that the school year is over we are preparing for transition to new
classes and for some of us, new schools. We spend a morning in our new
classes to get to know our new teachers and new responsibilities. We are
looking forward to welcoming our new Foundation Stage pupils and
families in September and also new families joining other year groups.

Have a lovely summer from everyone at Garsington School and we look
forward to writing again in the newsletter in the Autumn term. 

Lauren, Laila, Vaughn and Sam H
Red Kite Reporters

Happiness
Impulsively you plucked

a single rose,
it was getting dark so

the colour was quite wrong.
Another scented spice-like

flower followed.
It was red, I liked it, but did

not know its name.
Lastly, you gave me a poppy,

glowing scarlet but
already wilting in my hand.
I wondered, and knew that

I had not won.

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
≈ NO FUSS ≈
≈ NO MESS ≈

≈ NO PROBLEM ≈
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What a busy couple of months!  Our Grand Draw raised an incredible £1500, we hosted our first fete 
which took £279 despite the bad weather.  Thank you to Angie from ASDA who presented us with a 
cheque for £750 for summer holiday activities.  These donations ensure that The Maple Tree continues 
to offer universal services to all local families.   Wheatley & Holton Play Day on Saturday 6th July was a 
huge success!  What a fabulous day and well done to all concerned. 

We were thrilled to have been awarded a score of 5 after our recent Food Hygiene Inspection. 

 

               

We continue to run throughout the summer holidays except for Thursday Stay & Play sessions, as we 
are out and about!   See below for additional holiday sessions at The Maple Tree 

Date Event Age suitability Cost 
Weds 24 July 
1-30pm 

School’s Out Stay & Play 0-8 £2 per fam 

Thurs 25 July 
10am-1pm 

Family Learning at Shotover (bring a picnic) 2-8 years £2 per child £
per fam 

Sat 27 July  
10am-3pm 

Drop in Bubble Workshop with Oxford Museum of Natura  
History 

6+ years.  Younger 
children very welcome to  

FREE 

Tues 30 July 
1-2.30pm 

Holiday Maple Mini-Chefs – pizza making (prebooking 
essential) 

0-8 years £4 per child 

Thurs 8 Aug 
10-12noon 

Stay & Play – Wheatley Rec 0-8 years £2 per fam 

Weds 14 Aug 
12-1.30 

Sling/Buggy Walk – meet outside Maple Tree 0-2 £2 per fam 

Thurs 15 Aug 
10-12noon 

Stay & Play – Little Milton Rec 0-8 years £2 per fam 

Tues 20 Aug   1
2.30pm 

Holiday Maple Mini-Chefs – scone making (prebooking 
essential) 

0-8 years £4 per child 

Weds 21 Aug 
12-1.30pm 

Sling/Buggy Walk – meet outside Maple Tree 0-2 £2 per fam 

Thurs 22 Aug 
10-12noon 

Stay & Play – Great Haseley Park 0-8 years £2 per fam 

Weds 28 Aug Sling/Buggy Walk – meet outside Maple Tree 0-2 £2 per fam 

The Maple Tree – July 2019 
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PCSO DETAILS 
Our PCSO is Jordan Ede

Jordan.ede@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Phone 07974113914
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Voted by Abingdon and Witney College  
‘Student of the Year 2003-2004’ 

Recently trained in Carnaby Street, London 
 

Professional, personal, caring treatments in a relaxed 
atmosphere 

 
Facials, Manicures, Pedicures, Nail Art, 

St. Tropez Self Tan, Tinting, Waxing, Makeovers,  
Eyelash Perming, Bridal Packages, Ear Piercing, 

Minx Manicures and Pedicures, 
Lash Perfect Lash Extensions 

 
Gifts and Gift Vouchers available 

 
Call anytime to discuss your individual requirements 

 
College View, 62 Wheatley Road, Garsington, Oxford  

OX44 9ER 
 

01865 361449 or 0797 9348023 
 

Off Street Parking 

 
 



John Howell MP writes...  July 2019

As I think of holidays I am sure many will be travelling abroad. With climate
change high on our agenda the issue of CO2 emissions from aviation is a hot
topic. Some people avoid travelling by air but for others this is not realistic. Some
people look at carbon offsetting and I know that others find it difficult to know
what to do for the best. As with all issues around climate change we need to
tackle it on all fronts. There is a need for action at a global level. Here I am pleased
that Ministers are taking action to encourage the development and supply of
lower carbon jet fuels. Amendments have been made to the Renewable Transport
Fuel Obligations Order (RTFO) to include the use of sustainable alternative fuels
in aviation. Further to this, £20 million has been made available through the
National Productivity Investment Fund to leverage private sector investment to
help develop and commercialise alternative fuels. 

This month the Committee on Climate Change published its Progress Report
to Parliament. In it they welcome Parliament’s decision to make ‘net zero’ law
commenting that it is a positive step making carbon neutrality mainstream.
The legislation has been brought forward by the Secretary of State for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy and it puts the UK on track to become the first G7
country to legislate for net zero emissions. Other major economies are expected to
follow suit. It is also good that young people will also have the chance to shape
future climate policy through a Youth Steering Group which has been set up
by Government and will be led by the British Youth Council. They will advise
Government on priorities for environmental action and give a view on progress
to date against existing commitments on climate, waste and recycling, and biodi-
versity loss. Of course tough targets do not, in themselves, reduce emissions.
We need action plans to deliver the targets. Much needs to be done. I acknowl-
edge that it is for Government to drive this forward and I agree entirely with the
progress report that decisive cross-cutting action is needed. 

Every step is progress and we should not be too quick to criticise. No should we
feel overwhelmed by the challenge as I know some people do. Every action taken
is a move in the right direction and we should not feel that our own actions are
too small. I know that there are several communities in the constituency where a
climate action group has been set up. I would welcome knowing more about
these so that we can encourage one another and share ideas. 

More generally, if you have an issue or concern relating to Parliament which you
would like to discuss you can email me at howelljm@parliament.uk or write to
me at the House of Commons (House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA) or my
constituency office (PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD). 

Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA



The Garsington Society
With sadness we report the death in July of Brian Owen who was the
Society’s Treasurer and committee member for many years. Brian kept
tight controls on all the Society‘s expenditure having had vast experience
in the financial industry both in the UK and North America. But it wasn’t
just the money he kept an eye on, it was also a number of activities of the
society’s committee, to ensure they kept to the straight and narrow.  Brian’s
funeral will be held in St Mary’s Church at 11am on Wednesday 7 August.

The Garsington Society was formed in November 1988 as a result of
concerns over large scale proposals for unsuitable development in the
green belt, with the aim of coordinating and cooperating with local author-
ities, planning committees, voluntary organisations, charities and other
bodies with similar aims to those of the Society. Over thirty years on we are
fully supporting the Expressway Action Group in the fight against the
expressway and the development at Northfield brook.

In June a dozen or so people enjoyed a fascinating exploration of Oxford’s
historic, current and planned water and rail transport system with David
Mather, whose knowledge is encyclopaedic and enthusiasm boundless!
Thank you, David for a very enjoyable evening.

Saturday 14 September at 7.00pm: Barn Dance and Pig Roast at Garsington
Manor Barn, by kind permission of Mrs Susan Robinson. Everyone is
warmly invited to join us and the fantastic Banana Barn Dance Band for
a hugely enjoyable, family friendly evening with excellent music and
delicious home-made food included in the price; there is a cash bar selling
local ale and soft drinks. Tickets are £12 for adults and £6 for children aged
12 and under: see the notice elsewhere in this newsletter, or look out for
posters soon with contact details for ticket sales. Please note that tickets
must be purchased in advance as this popular event always sells out.

We would particularly welcome offers of help this year with the barn
dance, be it setting up tables and chairs in the barn, food preparation, cook-
ing on the evening, or clearing up on Sunday morning. Please contact Mike
Hardwick (address below) or Liz Dain (368345) for further information on
this or on the occasional work parties around the village, repairing stiles,
tidying Parsler’s Piece and the churchyard etc. 



Talks this autumn, at 8pm in the Village Hall:
Tuesday 22 October: ‘HMS Belfast’, 
a presentation by George Lacey-Smith. 

Tuesday 12 November: ‘A Botanical Atlas of Great Britain’ 
with Roger Heath Brown and Fay Banks.

Our meetings and events are open to all including non-members, but our
token annual membership fee (£3) ensures that we can keep our mem-
bership list up to date and can email you information about events. We
welcome new members and would also be pleased to have some new
members on our committee, which organises a varied programme of
talks and social events for the village. Please contact our membership sec-
retary, Angharad Jeffery, on 368262 or chairman Mike Hardwick mike-
hardwick@gmail.com .

Kay Willbery 

LADIES & GENTS
HAIRDRESSER

ELM DRIVE - GARSINGTON
01865 361445

Ovenblitz the solution to any dirty oven Ovenblitz

Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need 
never do again. EVER!!!

We clean any oven, cooker, hob,
extractor, microwave, BBQ

Using non caustic and non toxic
products in your home

Prices start from as little as £35 for
a single oven

Agas and Rayburn priced according to size

Call 07749 597 627 or go on line
www.ovenblitz.co.uk

ovenblitz@googlemail.com
Weekend appointments available

We Blitz Your Oven.

the solution to any dirty ovenOvenblitz  
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Lost Cat
Charlie Parker
16 year old all grey male
Last seen on 16 July in Southend, Garsington
We’ve recently moved to the area and he may have got lost. 
He likes hiding, so please check your shed/garage. 
If you’ve seen him or have any information
please contact Imogen on 07780 671772

Overweight Vehicles
There has been increased concern regarding overweight vehicles passing
through the village recently.  Many are not aware of how to report these.
The county council will prosecute the owners of the vehicle if they have
enough information to do so.  The most important bit of information is the
vehicle registration.  It is virtually impossible to do anything without this.
So if you can’t get anything else please try to get this.  

To report an overweight vehicle note the following:-
• Registration
• Date and time of sighting
• Place and direction of travel

If you can get a photo which includes the registration this is ideal.  
The following page allows you to submit a breach of the weight limit
online.  https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/reporthighwaysbreach

If we could get a number of volunteers willing to watch for vehicles for a
period of time, say half an hour, once a week, or as often as convenient, it
would help increase the number of reports we can make. The vehicles
tend not to come through the village during rush hour but during the day,
say between 10 and 3.  So those who are at home during the day are more
likely to see them. 

If you are willing to join such a group let me know and I will see if there
are sufficient to form a vehicle watch group.  

Editor
Judy Westgate – judithwestgate@btinternet.com

CALL PLUMBING HEATING
TAPWASHERS & PLUMBING 

Repairs • Installations

BOILERS, COOKERS, GASFIRES
Serviced • Repaired • Replaced

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
Installations • Cleansing • Servicing

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

UNDERFLOOR HEATING

EMERGENCY REPAIRS

Best Prices, Service and Reliability

LEE BECKETT
01491 614233 or 

07773 168120 

www.walkinshowerbaths.co.uk

 

Wheatley Dental Practice
01865 873314

We are currently accepting new

patients at our friendly local 

dental surgery.

Please phone our receptionists 

or call in for more details!

Tooth whitening and facial 

aesthetic treatments available.

Catherine Peers BDS, 
Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS

Claudia Conde
MClinDent(Prostho.)London

Rachel Hyde RDH Jane Smale RDH

Candy Owens RDH

96 Church Rd, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com



Wheatley Library 
01865 875267

Our Opera in an hour event was great fun for all
who participated!  Thank you, Roger for your time
and energy. We will be having another later in the
year.  Keep an eye out for details.

Dates to note: 

Tuesdays at 16.00pm - Digital development.  

Gain a better understanding of digital terminology, the internet and general
computer usage. You will be logged onto a simple online course that you can
work through at your own pace.

Book Trivia events - 30 questions…  How many can you answer?

Follow Friends of Wheatley Library on Facebook or see in library for details.

6th July – 9th September - Oxfordshire Reads

Take a postcard, recommend a books and possibly win a prize.

Sat.13th July – 14th Sept. *Space Chase Summer Reading Challenge*

brought to you by the Reading Agency, the library service and Arts

Council England.  - 4 visits to the library, 6 books to the read.
We have lots of new books, crafts, characters, activities, prizes, stickers, col-
lector folder and online game links!  Come and join in the challenge.

Wednesday 7 August - Speaker event

Jane Stubbs is the author of Thornfield Hall.  It is the story of Jane Eyre, as told
by the housekeeper, Mrs Fairfax.The original text is treated with respect; there
are some additions but no alterations.  To fit into the skin of Mrs Fairfax, Jane
made the clothes the housekeeper might have worn, complete with under-
wear. Undressing the mannequin of Mrs Fairfax is a great ice-breaker for dis-
cussion. Jane is an experienced teacher and lecturer.

19th August - Digital Summer - Details available in the library.

Saturday 31st August  - Ex-library stock book sale, 40p each or 3 for £1

Saturday28th September - Ex-library stock book sale 40p each or 3 for £1

Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events:

The regular groups will be taking a break over August with an additional
craft group starting in September on Monday afternoons.

• PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

• PLASTERING
• REPOINTING

Brick & Stone
• PATIO’S
• FENCING

TEL: 01865 891554
MOB : 07885 538514

STEVE WILKINS0N
PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE

Flowerbelles Florist

Bespoke Floristry Service 
for Corporate Events,
Weddings, Funerals and
All other Occasions

r
See us on Facebook: 

flowerbellesoxfordflorist

Contact: 
Jane@flowerbellesoxford.co.uk

Tel: 405383



Wheatley Reading Group

The Wheatley reading group has a few spaces available for anyone looking to
join a group.  The books they read cover a broad range of genres from thrillers
to classics to non-fiction to light reads.  There is always something to enjoy in
each book and something to discuss at the meetings.  If you are interested,
please leave you details with a member of library staff and the group leader
will get in contact with you.

Thanks all, staff and volunteers of Wheatley Library

Garsington Women’s Institute
June
With our planned boat trip and vintage afternoon tea aborted, we instead
reverted to our normal evening meeting and decided as we had not
arranged a speaker, a cheese, wine and social evening would be organised
instead.  As the weather was rather wet this turned out to be a much bet-
ter option.  It also gave everyone the opportunity to spend time together
with lovely food and wine.
This has been a very sad period.  Two of our long standing members,
Angela and Anita sadly suffered the loss of their husbands within days of
one another.  Our thoughts, love and sympathy go out to both families.
July
Our speaker in July was Mark Griffiths who gave a wonderful illustrated
talk on butterflies and moths.  He described how his passion for both
species had started in childhood and carried on into adulthood.  He spoke
about the different species and their habitats as well as the sad decline in
some butterflies and moths. He had brought along information sheets
published by the Butterfly Conservation, of which he is a member, which
told us what to grow in our gardens. He also encouraged us all to take
part in the Big Butterfly count in July/August (details can be found on the
Butterfly Conservation website).  This was a really informative and
worthwhile talk which gave everyone something to think about when
making a decision on what to plant in their garden. Not being too tidy in
the garden and leaving some nettles in a corner was one of the easy ways
to help these beautiful creatures.
August
We do not have an evening meeting in August.  Instead members have
been invited to the President’s garden for afternoon tea.  Let’s hope the
sun shines.

 
 

GARSINGTON VOLUNTARY DRIVERS 
 

Do you have medical or mobility problems and need a little extra help 
to get to medical appointments or events within the village? 

Do you find it difficult to use public transport? 
 

Phone 07825 085550 
Monday to Friday 

and leave a message, we will call you back  
We need at least 48 hours notice to find a driver 

 
We will drive you there and back for the cost of the fuel 

 
We always welcome new drivers 

Enquiries to the Organiser, Fiona Rix 01865 361266 
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Garsington Good Neighbours
We are volunteers who live in Garsington who are willing to help with 

light tasks in the home or garden, or do occasional shopping if you are 

no longer able to yourself. Or we can just come and say “Hello”.

Telephone 07487 680507
Leave a message Monday -Friday 

and we will phone you back later that day

We also serve tea and cake in the Village Hall 
2.30-4.00pm for £1.00 on the second Tuesday 

of each month.

Everyone is welcome.
If you would like a lift to tea please contact us.

Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 
or Tina Everett 01865 361429

Garsington Good Neighbours 
!
 
We are volunteers who live in Garsington who are willing to help with light tasks in the home or garden, or 
do occasional shopping if you are no longer able to yourself. Or we can just come and say “Hello”. 
 

Telephone 07487 680507 
Leave a message Monday -Friday and we will phone you back later that day 

 
 
   

  We also serve tea and cake in the Village Hall 2.30-4.00pm for £1.00  
   on the second Tuesday of each month. 

Advanced notice 
Carol Singing with singers from the BBC on December 11th 

 
       Everyone is welcome. 

If you would like a lift to tea please contact us. 
   

    
Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 or Tina Everett 01865 361429 



September 11th 
Our speaker will be Duncan Bowler who made a big career change from
the world of Banking to Driving.  It will be interesting to hear which he
enjoys most!

If you would like to join us at any of our meeting you are most welcome.
Meetings take place on 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in  the
Village Hall. Visitors pay a small fee of £2.  If a forthcoming topic inter-
ests you why not come and join us.

Judy Eden

Environmental News from Monument Park
Chalgrove Businesses working together 

There is no question that our planet needs our help.  Our environment is
suffering and the effects of climate change are in the news every day.
How we source our food and transport goods are bigger topics than ever.
Living more sustainably is now a priority.  At Jennings, we feel some
useful, positive advice is needed to help our community ‘Be the Change’.

We’re therefore inviting local businesses to come and join us on Thursday
26th September, to learn practical ways to help future proof your business
in the face of climate change.  There will be a number of guest speakers
and exhibitors, so please save the date for ‘Jennings Presents: A Business
Eco Day - Be the Change’. To express an interest in attending email
events@jennings.co.uk. More information will be available shortly on our
website – www.jennings.co.uk/whats-on

As part of our future proofing, we have now installed electric vehicle
charging points. These are available weekdays on Monument Park
between 6am and 7pm. Easy to use and located between Hampden
House and The Picnic Hamper café – why not pop in for a coffee refuel
while you wait?

We look forward to bringing you further social and environmental
updates in future. 

The Jennings Team
Monument Park, Chalgrove, OX44 7RW | 01865 893200

We continue to have party bookings for the main hall, recently a 40th, a
christening party and a big wedding party in August.

Our sports teams are continuing to do well in their respective leagues,
with the new pool team challenging at the top of the table, and the 2
cricket teams sitting mid table. Training has begun for the new under 9s
football team and we begin our first matches in September! 

Thursday morning Yoga is taking a break for the summer holidays, but
Hayley from Yoga Lizard, will be back at the start of September.  If you’ve
not been before do come along and try a session all welcome! 

Forthcoming events
We have a live band booked, playing songs from the 60’s and Mowtown,
called the Denotones  on  Saturday 14th September.  
Tickets will be available through usual people, in early August, £8 non
member £7 members £5 kids and students.

7th December,  we look forward to the return of comedian and impres-
sionist Rick Sheehan, who despite having a broken arm and literally hav-
ing just come out of hospital the day before, gave a great performance last
time, and we look forward to seeing his full act! 

Details of all our events will be posted on our Facebook page and Twitter
closer to the time and if you’ve joined and given us your email, priority
booking will be notified to members first before general sale!  

Contact us
E-mail garsingtonssc@gmail.com
For all of our events and news please:-
Like us on Facebook @gtonsports, 
or search Garsington Sports and Social club.
Or follow us on Twitter @Garsinton_SSC  

Deb Walker, on behalf of the Sports and Social Club.



Garsington Sports & Social Club News
June/July 2019

Well, once again since the last newsletter the club has been the place to be
for a wide variety of different events!

In a bit of a departure for the club, on the 1st of June, we hosted an
"Evening with a medley of  Mediums." Something completely different
and the evening saw the main hall full with people all hoping to have a
message come through for them.  There were 6 different mediums who
all took a turn to address the audience. Some were local, and the rest had
travelled from around the UK. Each one had their own distinct style and
approaches to the members of the audience, and for the chosen few it was
a meaningful experience and sometimes a puzzle to identify with the
information coming through.  It was a great success as a first event of this
type, and one we hope to hold again at the club in the future. 

Sat. 29th June, on a swelteringly hot day, the club hosted a huge Charity
football tournament. 30 teams playing each other in order to raise money
for cancer sufferer, George Taylor, only 27 years old and a good friend
of the event organiser local lad Rhys Veal, who has been undergoing
treatment in the USA. The event managed to raise an amazing £12,233!
It was great to see so many people at the club.  There were people and
football pitches galore, the sports grounds were bathed in hot sunshine
and both  bars were kept busy constantly throughout the tournament and
afterwards into the evening.  We think a new record has been set for the
most amount of empty barrels and top shelf bottles in one event!
Obviously it showed great determination by all to stay hydrated through-
out the day! 

On the 16th July, another hot sunny day dawned for Garsington Primary
School  sports day, with Foundation and Keystage 1 starting the day,
followed in the afternoon by Keystage 2 children.  Again many thanks to
Phil Jackson, Sid Jackson and Rob Parsler, for ensuring the track lanes
were marked out and the grass was cut. I was kindly(!?) invited by Phil
to try them out  but sadly I didn't have my running shoes on!!

Then on the 18th July the school children took part in the Race for Life,
clocking up the required distance by running around the football pitch
lots of times! 

Witness for the Prosecution
If you were fortunate enough to see this Agatha Christie play I am sure
you would have been surprised at the transformation of the beautiful St
Mary’s Church into a courtroom.  The complex plot of a rather wordy
drama performed by a mix of local talent and visiting actors made for an
entertaining evening.

The plot starts to unfold in the Offices of Sir Wilfred Robarts Q.C.  It then
transfers to the Central Criminal Court, “The Old Bailey”, ending with a
surprising twist.

For me, Kate Lockey as Miss Myers Q.C. showed her wonderful versatil-
ity and gave an excellent performance to a very wordy part delivered
with aplomb.  Ross Wilkin playing Leonard Vole the accused, delivered
his part with drama and much conviction, as did Mark Wilkin as Sir
Wilfred Robarts Q.C.

Romaine, played by the very talented Laura Everett gave the audience
many glimpses of what appeared to be a far from normal marriage as the
play unfolded. 

In all productions the main characters need the support of all the other
actors and this was cleverly portrayed by several cast members who
undertook double roles. Maggie Hardwick as Greta, then later as Janet



Mackenzie gave a wonderful if partly comedic approach to both the part
of the typist and the dour Scottish housekeeper, lifting the play to a
different level. John Hall who also doubled up as the Clerk and the Judge
was clearly well cast, particularly when presiding over the courtroom
proceedings from his lofty position in the pulpit.

Credit must also be given to Mike Rothery in the role of Inspector,
Eddie McDowall as the Solicitor and Richard Betteridge as the policeman,
plus all the smaller parts played by Janet Betteridge, Tony Richards,
Lindsay Hardwick, Eric Rix, Tina Everett and Catherine Sage who all
made a valuable contribution to this excellent performance of
Agatha Christie’s classic work.  The clever set design and the dedicated
backstage and front of house crew ensured the smooth running of each
evenings performance.

Angharad’s directorial vision for setting this classic drama in the Church
was inspired, a truly entertaining evening in a beautiful setting.
Judy Eden

Senior Citizens Club
We have already been on our 2nd trip of the year.  We went to Lymington, 
Lyndhurst, then a ride around the New Forest.  The weather was very
good. We stopped at Lymington and had a coffee break, then spent the
rest of the time at Lyndhurst. It has just one street for shopping.  The quay
there had a bit of a slope for some people, but worth the walk if you could
get down there.

The next trip is on 24th July, we are going to Street, then onto Weston-
super-Mare. We are doing very well with attendance on the trips.  We
have a full coach for the next trip, so if you have not been able to get a
seat, please ring Barbara on Ox 711697 in plenty of time.  Members will
always have first priority though.

On the way home on the trips, we do a raffle, so we all bring a small prize
wrapped up, then we sell a playing card for a £1, the money raised goes
towards a tip for the driver, and funds for the club.

Dates for the Diary
Tues 6th August,  Tues 20th August,  Tues 3rd Sept.,  Tues 17th Sept. All
meetings are held at Garsington Sports & Social Club, Denton Lane at 2pm.

Linda Barnett Secretary



NEW - REVISED TIMETABLES JANUARY 2019

From Wednesday 2nd January 2019
there will be changes to your T1 ser-
vice. On Mondays to Fridays an extra
early morning journey from Cowley to
Watlington is added with the first jour-
ney towards Oxford now starting from
Watlington rather than Chalgrove.
Saturday times remain unchanged.

Buzz us about our Networking, Workshop, One to One and Social Events
01865 893200  |  hello@jennings.co.uk  |  jennings.co.uk9 855 86180
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Purely Plants Nursery, 142a Wantage Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 0LU

Seasonal Opening: 
April-July & September-November

7 days a week - See website for details

e: andy@purelyplants.co.uk   01491 833 831   w: www.purelyplants.co.uk 

HANGING BASKET
SPECIALISTS

BEDDING &
CONTAINER PLANTS

VEGETABLES
& HERBS

PERENNIALS, 
CLIMBERS & SHRUBS

250 varieties and colours of basket 
                  & patio plants all grown 
                        on the nursery
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EVENTS DIARY  - August/September  2019

August
Mon 5th Parish Council, Village Hall, 7:30pm
Tues 6th Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm
Wed 7th Lunch Club, Village Hall, 12:30pm
Sun 11th Parish Communion St Mary’s Garsington 09:30
Tues 13th Garsington Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4pm
Fri 16th St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon
Sun 18th Family Communion St Mary’s Garsington 09:30
Tues 20th Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm 
Sun 25th  Breakfast at St Mary’s 09:30am
Sun 25th Parish Communion St Mary’s Garsington 09:30

September
Sun 1st Benefice service at St Mary’s 10:00
Mon 2nd Parish Council, Village Hall, 7:30pm
Tues 3rd  Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm  
Wed 4th  Lunch Club, Village Hall, 12:30pm
Sep 5th Village Hall, meeting to discuss future of The Three Horseshoes pm
Sep 7th Garsington Greenbelt Festival Garsington Manor Barn 2pm-10:30pm
Sun 8th Parish Communion at St Mary’s 09:30am
Sep 9th Second meeting to discuss future of Three Horseshoes pm
Tues 10th Garsington Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4.00pm
Wed 11th Garsington Women’s Institute Village Hall 7:30 pm
Sat 14th Barn Dance Garsington Manor 7pm
Sun 15th Family Communion at St Mary’s 09:30am
Tues 17th Senior Citizens, Sports Sand Social Club, 2pm  
Wed 18th    Last date for contributions to newsletter October/November 
Fri 20th St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon
Sun 22nd  Breakfast time at St Mary’s 09:30am
Sun 29th Family Communion at St Mary’s – 09:30

Village choir meets Sundays but not in August – 
for details of when it will resume  ring Annie on 01865 361544

Front Cover Picture – Butterfly marbled White – Steve Lockey
Please send me any photos you think would be suitable for the front cover

judithwestgate@btinternet.com

PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Cllr Chris Wright Tel: 01865 361206

wrightchrisj@aol.com
Vice Chairman: Cllr Matthew Dovey Tel: 01865 601279

m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Members: Cllr Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208

rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam Tel: 01865 361349
paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Anne Eastwood Tel: 01865 361205
Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Mike Patrick Tel: 01865 361702
mkichael.patrick@aol.com
Cllr Judith Westgate Tel: 01865 361611
judithwestgate@btinternet.com
Cllr Ian Ashley Tel: 01865 361154
Ian.garsingtonpc@outlook.com

Parish Clerk: Lorna Stevenson, 134 Southend, Garsington, Oxford, OX44 9DL
lornastevenson92@gmail.com Tel: 01865 361671

Newsletter Editor: Judith Westgate
judithwestgate@btinternet.com  Tel: 01865 361611

County Cllr: Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale
lorraine.lindsay-gale@oxfordshire.gov.uk

District Cllr: Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie Tel: 01865 341398
elizabethgillespie9@icloud.com

Garsington C.E. Primary    School Office Tel: 01865 361263 
Office.3167@garsington.oxon.sch.uk 

St Mary’s Church Vacancy for Rector

Church Warden Mr J Hall Tel:  01865 361429
Village Hall Marie Holmes Tel:  01865 361200

Annie Winner Tel:  01865 361544
VILLAGE GROUPS
Garsington Good Neighbours        please leave a message Tel: 07487680507
Garsington Voluntary Drivers        please leave a message Tel: 07825085550
Garsington Society Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208
S. Citizens Club Lorraine Boyd  Chairperson Tel: 01865 361325
Sports & Social Club Chairman Tel: 01865 368022
Women’s Institute Judy Eden  President Tel: 01865 343563

LOCAL  INFORMATION


