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11, Boundary Business Park, Wheatley Rd, Garsington, Oxford, OX44 9EJ.

MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT RATES
per issue
£12

per 6 issues
£ 60

1/2 Page 90mm x 124.5mm

£24

£120

Full Page 186mm x 124.5mm

£48

£240

1/4 Page upright : 90mm x 60mm
landscape : 42.5mm x 124.5mm

You can supply your own advert to fit the above sizes (PDF, JPG or DOC are fine)
We can produce artwork for you FREE OF CHARGE if so please supply
a plain text file and any graphic/logo

Useful internet information
Parish Website
www.garsingtonparish.org
Finding a library
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/find-library
Reporting an overweight vehicle
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole
http://www.fixmystreet.com
South Oxfordshire District Council http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm
Fly Tipping website name is too long to put here, but go to southoxon.gov.uk and search
for fly tipping. Link to online reporting form should come up.

Important Telephone Numbers
When a crime is in progress and Police Presence is required IMMEDIATELY CALL 999
NEW NUMBER FOR NON EMERGENCY POLICE - CALL 101 : To share information
with the Police, but remain anonymous, call CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator : Lydia Benson 01491 835600
Oxfordshire C. C. (incl. Fire & Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit, Ferry Hinksy
Rd, Oxford OX2 OBY Tel: 01865 815397 E: safercommunities@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Chairman’s Remarks
A second public meeting in the village hall on the 9th November heard
excellent presentations from Ian Ashley and Adrian Townsend on the
proposed Northfield developments and on the Oxford to Cambridge
Expressway. As with the first meeting the hall was packed. If you don’t
want Garsington to become a suburb of Oxford, which will be the
inevitable consequence of the Northfield development then write to South
Oxfordshire District Council immediately to tell them so. A note from Ian
Ashley elsewhere in this newsletter provides advice on how to do this.
Thank you to everybody who responded to our Housing Needs
Assessment survey. An indicative review of the data, before we involve
more professional analysts, showed a sizeable demand for affordable
housing of different types. Three landowners in the village have been in
discussion with the parish council about the provision of this housing and
we will be saying more about this when our Neighbourhood Plan goes out
for public consultation.
Some residents have been asking why we are bothering with a
Neighbourhood Plan when the village is at risk of being swamped by
Northfield and the Expressway. The question is a good one, and the answer
is that, whatever the future form of Garsington, we should still try to
fashion future developments so that they benefit local residents rather than
“invisible forces”. A Neighbourhood Plan will allow us to do that.
Can I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Attention All Dog Owners!
There have been more complaints of dog fouling in the village particularly in 2 areas Parsler’s Piece & the bridleway by the side of the shops.
There are bins adjacent to both these areas.
Please be a responsible dog owner & pick up after your pet. It is a health
hazard especially to children & it is a fineable offence.
Anne Eastwood on behalf of the Parish Council

Notes from the Vicar
In St Mary’s church in Iffley there is a window
designed by John Piper which depicts an ancient
legend that on this very night, the night before
Christmas creatures are able to talk. Aping the
sounds which each of the birds and animals naturally make, the window shows four creatures talking to
each other in Latin about the birth of Jesus. At the
very top a cock crows forth the declaration ‘Christus
natus est’, Christ is born. The goose quacks a
question ‘Quando? Quando?’, ‘when, when’? whilst
raven gives the answer ‘in noc nocte’, ‘on this night’.
Then as you move down the window, the owl hoots
out ‘Ubi? Ubi?’, where? where? to receive the reply
from the sheep, ‘Bethlehem! Bethlehem!’
Everyone has their own Christmas traditions, be it opening all your
presents before dawn, meeting up with family to go to Midnight mass,
or having a goose instead of a turkey for Christmas dinner, they are
unique to each family. One of my traditions after the midnight service is
to creep into a sleeping house, tiptoe past the offerings left to Santa and
enjoy for a moment the Christmas tree lights left on for me to enjoy. But
before I snuggle down there is one last thing I have to do, I tell the children, and that is to talk to our animals, Flossie the dog and Smudge the
cat. What did they say? They ask the next morning, full of wonder that
the legend is indeed true. Oh, I reply, Smudge says ‘Thank you’ and
Flossie ‘I love you’. I wonder have you too heard the animals speak on
this most holy night? What was it they said to you?
Legend or not, the night before Christmas day feels tangibly different
from any other night of the year. At other times we call this the witching
hour, the darkest moments before dawn, when our deepest fears creep
out from under the bed to plague and harry us. But not on Christmas
Eve, for as Shakespeare puts it his play Hamlet ‘so hallow’d and so
gracious is that time’ on which the Saviour’s birth is celebrated that ‘no
spirit dare stir abroad, the nights are wholesome, then no planets strike,
No fairy takes, nor witch hath power to charm’ and ‘the bird of dawning
singeth all night long’.

FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN

A

Choose from our wide range of quality
garden services: design and
construction, plants and maintenance.
We tailor-make our service for you.
For a free, no-obligation visit and
written estimate from RHS qualified
staff, call 01865 891634, or email
info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk
Full details at
www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk
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A D OUSLEY
Domestic & Commercial Electrician
All types of electrical installation work
including test, inspection and certification
Tel : Adam on 01844 339793
or 01865 875031 (after 6pm)
Mobile 07976 352293 (8am-6pm)
Email : adousley01865@gmail.com
Registered member
of the Electrical
Contractors
Association

Before all the excitement of presents and families and feasting, we are
invited to pause in the darkness of this night to marvel at the holiness of this
moment. To open the ears of our hearts and hear the message of the animals
which remind us once again that ‘Christus natus est’ Christ is born and
the peace of God is real despite the darkness of this world and the troubles
we may have, that love is still the greatest gift of all. It is not just in our
churches that we will find him, but in our homes, in our communities, in
our towns and in our hearts.Christ is born in and around us wherever we
may be, and in his coming there is no part of our lives now that is not made
holy, that is not sanctified and hallowed by his presence.
At the base of the Piper window there is a line from Benjamen Britten’s poem
Rejoice in the Lamb.‘Let man and beast appear before him and magnify his
name together’. May you at this time of year hear the animals speak to you
and join with them to magnify that truth that ‘Christus natus est’.
Emma

Christmas Concert
On Wednesday 19th December, 23 strong choir, ‘Musica Viva’ based
in Wheatley will perform a ‘Christmas Bundle’ concert at St Giles’
Church, Horspath.
Refreshments will be available from 7 pm before the concert starts at 7.30
pm. Tickets are £10 and are available in advance from Charles Gurden on
01865 873284.

Self-Storage Containers
20 x 8 x 8 Foot
New with insulated roof
to prevent condensation
Easy access in Garsington
drive right up - Ideal storage for
Moving Home / Archiving / Cars
T&C’s apply:
surmanagriculture@hotmail.com

FRIDAY café
in St Mary’s Church
Why not come and join us at the next Friday Café,
on 21st December 2018 and 18th January 2019
from 10am to 12midday
Everyone welcome. Play area for Children
Join us in the Church for a cup of tea or coffee and a piece of cake (50p).
Transport can be arranged. Alternatively just turn up.
Contact: Sue Leahy 361988 or Eileen Frazer 361639

December Services in Garsington

Japlene

for all services across the Benefice see gchparishes.co.uk

9th December
9.30 am

The Second Sunday of Advent
Parish Communion
St Mary’s, Garsington
and All Saints’, Cuddesdon

16th December
9.30 am
6 pm

The Third Sunday of Advent
Family Time: Christingle
St Mary’s, Garsington
Garsington Carol Service
St Mary’s, Garsington

20th December
2.15 pm

School Carol Service

24th December
5.30 pm
11.30 pm

Christmas Eve
Crib Service
Midnight Mass

25th December
9.30 am

Christmas Day
Parish Communion

30th December
9.30 am

We can create an outfit for any occasion
whatever
your age, size or budget, including:
Wedding and Bridesmaid Dresses
Mother of the Bride
Formal occasions
Daywear
We also make cushions and curtains, and
offer a full alteration service

St Mary’s, Garsington

6 Windmill Rd, Headington OX3 7BX,
Tel 01865 764251, Mob 07919453387

St Mary’s, Garsington
St Giles’, St Mary’s
and All Saints’ Cuddesdon

From 01 Jan 2019 we will be in our
new workshop @
28 The Hill Garsington OX44 9DG
Tel 01865 361225, Mob 07919453387
www.japlene.com, www.japlene.co.uk
e-mail: hydepauline@sky.com

St Mary’s, Garsington
and All Saints’ Cuddesdon
The First Sunday of Christmas
Parish Communion
St Mary’s, Garsington
and All Saints’ Cuddesdon

January Services in Garsington
6th January
10.00 am

Epiphany
Benefice Service

13th January
9.30 am

The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Parish Communion
St Mary’s, Garsington
and All Saints’, Cuddesdon

20th January
9.30 am

The Third Sunday of Epiphany
Family Time: What is the church? St Mary’s

27th January
9.30 am

Dressmakers

St Mary’s, Garsington

The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Breakfast Time at St Mary’s St Mary’s, Garsington
USPG Series: The gospel unmasks injustice (Luke 8:43-48)

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed by various
contributors are not necessarily those
of the Editor or the Parish Council.
The inclusion of an article in this
publication does not necessarily
imply a recommendation of its aims,
policies or methods.
The Newsletter cannot be held
responsible for the information
disclosed by advertisements, which
are taken in good faith. No liability can
be accepted for loss or inconvenience
caused as a result of error or omission.
THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO SHORTEN OR REJECT MATERIAL.

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys OX4
6BD (car park in Poulton Place)

Welcome! we are the
Catholic Parish Church
for the Garsington area.
SUNDAY MASS TIMES
9.30am, with music and
children’s liturgy and 6.00pm
For all enquiries
please call the church office
(01865) 776903

S

Our new, monthly Family Time service at St
Mary’s is an informal time to gather and chat,
let children play and be part of the family of
the church. This is a short act of worship with songs, a reading, prayers
and a child friendly talk. Our December gathering will be combined
with a Christingle service. All are very welcome regardless of age.
This year’s Christingle service in aid of the Children’s
Society will take place on Sunday 16th December at 9.30 am
at St Mary’s. 2018 marks the 50th anniversary of this special
event and with your support, vital funds raised will help
children facing Christmas alone and unable to cope.
What is a Christingle? Christingles are made from an orange decorated
with red tape, sweets and a candle. Each element of a Christingle has a
special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story. Come along and
learn more about this beautiful symbol of hope and light.

01296 748980
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Voted by Abingdon and Witney College
‘Student of the Year 2003-2004’
Recently trained in Carnaby Street, London
Professional, personal, caring treatments in a relaxed
atmosphere
Facials, Manicures, Pedicures, Nail Art,
St. Tropez Self Tan, Tinting, Waxing, Makeovers,
Eyelash Perming, Bridal Packages, Ear Piercing,
Minx Manicures and Pedicures,
Lash Perfect Lash Extensions
Gifts and Gift Vouchers available
Call anytime to discuss your individual requirements
College View, 62 Wheatley Road, Garsington, Oxford
OX44 9ER
01865 361449 or 0797 9348023
Off Street Parking

Our annual Christmas Carol Service at St Mary’s will be taking place on Sun. 16th December at 6 pm. Take a quiet
moment out at this busy time of year to enjoy some carols and
readings by candlelight. This is a lovely way to pause and
appreciate the festive season in our beautiful village church.
Come and discover the Christmas story this Christmas Eve
with a child friendly Crib Service at 5.30 pm at St Mary’s.
Join us for some favourite Christmas carols and help us build
our crib at this short, informal service for all the family. Our
Christmas Eve worship will conclude with Midnight Mass at
11.30 pm where we welcome Christmas Day in and celebrate
the birth of our saviour.
Every fourth Sunday is our Breakfast Time at St Mary’s from 9.30 am
when we begin with coffee/tea and croissants to chat informally and then
gather at 10 am to hear a short passage from scripture which relates to the
theme.This is followed by a time of discussion and sharing and ends with
a time of silence followed by our intercessions and concludes by 10.30 am.
We are currently running a special series that is focused around the USPG
study series called The Gospel in Action. Our next topic on Sunday 27th
January 2019 is The gospel unmasks injustice (Luke 8:43-48).

Garsington CE Primary School News
Welcome to the latest edition of news from Garsington School. We are
four pupils from Year 5 and our names are Maya, Tom, Daisy and Joshua.
We are proud to have been chosen as the Red Kite reporters to share
these headlines from the recent amazing events at our school.

On October 11th we held our annual International Evening. Our hall was
packed with stalls about different countries. On arrival at the event we
were given a passport and we got to visit each country and learn about
facts and interesting things about the languages, customs and cultures.
When we had completed the activities we got our passports stamped
and at the end received a gold coin for travelling the world.
Recently we had Remembrance week. At Garsington school we feel it is
very important to reflect and remember those who have fought and died
in wars. In one of our assemblies we learnt about the significance of the
poppy. We have a display in our hall (see photograph) about
Remembrance. We all made a poppy and wrote a prayer or reflection for
our reflection tree.
Every term Year 5 and 6 pupils run a breakfast cafe for families and people in the community. You can come in and enjoy a delicious breakfast
served by pupils from Year 5 and 6. We like organising the cafe and it
helps us to show kindness, politeness and we have to be responsible and
independent. The cafe is normally the first Friday of each term.
This term we held an Open Morning to show people what a brilliant and
fantastic school Garsington is. If you are thinking of bringing your child
to our school you have made a good choice. These are the reasons that
you should choose our school:

20 years of
Curtain Making
in Garsington

John Howell MP writes... November 2018
In my newsletter for Parish Magazines I try to avoid Party political comment and
simply report on my work or comment on particular issues that I hope will be of
interest to constituents. This month will be no different. However I do want to
comment on Brexit!! Not on the deal, not on the views of those on either side of
the argument, but on the process and reactions to the process.
As I write I have just taken part in a discussion on BBC Radio Oxford on the draft
Brexit deal that the Prime Minster tabled mid-November. The BBC had been out
and about asking for people’s views on Brexit and there was a strong feeling that
people are thoroughly fed up with the issue and just want it resolved. This is
coming from people on both sides of the debate. This reflects many comments to
me as I go out and about in the constituency. I too am dismayed at the way in
which some leading politicians seem to be using this as an opportunity for
self-promotion and are jockeying for position. It is a side of politics which I
deplore. The voices of those in the street probably represent the silent majority.
There have been vociferous and persistent campaigns over many months from
both sides of the debate. I have been bombarded by emails demanding support
from people on both sides of the debate – which of course is impossible.
As I have said many times I voted to remain in the EU but I respect the outcome
of the referendum vote and accept that I was not on the winning side. The arguments about the campaign have been long rehearsed especially questioning
whether people know what they were voting for. Now that we have a draft deal
on the table many have been quick to condemn it. Too quick. Some have condemned a deal the detail of which they have not even read. It is an important
issue and on such an issue the original source material, albeit of 585 pages, is
surely not too much to bother with. This is so given the very mixed picture that
the press and media have presented. A recent opinion poll of over 2,000 people
has shown that if Parliament rejects the deal only one in four of us (26%) want
us to leave with no deal. The majority want to continue with the current negotiations to finalise the draft.
One media comment made in this same week suggested that there are many
other things that MPs need to focus on and suggested that Brexit has been the
only issue for debate in the last 18 months. Let me reassure you that Brexit may
have been the key issue for the media but the work of Parliament on this and a
wider range of other important issues has carried on. If there is an issue that
concerns you please do let me know. You can email me at howelljm@parliament.uk or write to me at the House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA or my
constituency office (PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD).
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

- The children are kind and caring.
- Staff are always encouraging and look after us.
- Lessons are fun and we learn lots.
- We have lots of clubs and events.
- We have great equipment and a big playground.
- We always try to show our Red Kite values (responsible, enthusiastic,
determined, kind, independent, team players and enriched).
If you would like to come and look around our school please call 01865 361263
and our headteacher will be pleased to show you around.
Events coming up
Friday 7th December: Christmas Fair from 3.20 at the school
Saturday 15th December: Christmas Crafts morning 10-2 at the school
Thursday 20th December: Carols at St Mary’s Church at 2.15
Monday 24th December: Crib service at St Mary’s Church at 5.30
Thank you for reading about our school.
Maya, Tom, Daisy and Joshua (Year 5)

Have YOU said ‘No to Northfield’ ?
SODC are deciding, in December, whether the land between
Garsington, Unipart, Grenoble Road roundabout and Horspath
(Northfield) should be made available for house building. This represents a huge risk to our community as there is the potential for thousands of houses to be built on this green belt land. It would make
Garsington a suburb of Oxford.
It is crucial that everyone in the village (1,331 people) sends in an objection by email or letter to SODC Planning Dept. We have an email and a
letter detailing the main points of objection and who to write to. You can
either send one of these or modify one – but PLEASE DO SEND AN
OBJECTION. We need hundreds of people to email or write in, otherwise
SODC will assume the people of Garsington welcome the proposal.
Please email savegarsington@outlook.com or ring 01865 361154 and
we’ll either email you the letter or deliver a hard copy to your door.
THANKYOU

Citizens Advice
Haven for "hate crime” victims

Victims and witnesses of hate crime in S. Oxfordshire who are
unwilling to talk directly to the police now have a place to go
to report incidents.
Since July 2018, Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale has become a
"hate crime reporting centre", providing a safe environment where you can
tell specially trained staff what happened to you. Citizens Advice staff and
volunteers can then act on your behalf, contacting the police if you want
this, and referring you to "Victims First", a service which will provide the
support you need to recover from your experience.
Hate incidents or crimes are acts of violence or hostility directed at people
because of their personal characteristics or because of what other people
think those characteristics are. For example, you might be verbally abused
in the street because you are disabled or gay, or because somebody thinks
you are.
Hate incidents are commonly sparked off by people's prejudices over
disability, race, religion or sexual orientation. These incidents take many
forms, including threats and harassment, verbal abuse, intimidation, physical
attacks, hate mail or online abuse, or damage to your home or car.
You can report a hate incident or hate crime even if it wasn't directed at you
personally.
Warm Home Discount Scheme
Provides people on low incomes with a single discount of £140 on their
winter electricity bill. (You might be able to get the discount applied to your
gas bill instead - contact your supplier to find out.)
The discount will not affect your Cold Weather Payment or Winter Fuel
Payment. Not all energy suppliers are part of the scheme. You can contact
your supplier to see if they offer the discount. (If the supplier doesn’t, you
might want to switch to a supplier that does.)
Most people who are eligible will receive the discount automatically, without having to apply. This will be the case if, on 8 July 2018:
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NEW DETAILS
FOR PCSOS
Jordan Ede will be focusing
on Wheatley
and Garsington,

his email is
jordan.ede@thamesvalley
.pnn.police.uk.

- They were with an energy supplier that is part of the scheme; and
- They were receiving the Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit;
and
- Their name (or their partner's name) was on the bill.
If you don't receive the discount automatically, you might be eligible if
you have a low income and receive certain means-tested benefits. Bear in
mind that energy suppliers could have different eligibility rules.
Applications for the discount open at different times for each supplier
and people who are not auto-enrolled need to apply as soon as possible
to improve their chances.
Further details are available from https://www.gov.uk/the-warmhome-discount-scheme
Citizens Advice can help. Contact us in person during opening hours or
on the telephone (Adviceline 03 444 111444). For locations of offices and
opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
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Carol Singing led by singers
from the BBC
Tuesday 11th December 2.30-4.00
Garsington Village Hall
Everyone welcome.
Please pop in for all or part of the afternoon.
Carols will start at 3pm.
on the second Tuesday of each month.
A

Garsington Good Neighbours will
provide tea, cake
and mince pies for £1
Everyone is welcome.
I

If you would like a lift please phone 07487 680507
orOJane Kay 01865 361497 and leave a message

Garsington Women’s Institute
October
Norman Beech gave a lovely talk on his working life in three Oxford
Colleges. From leaving school until his retirement it was clearly a very
big part of both his and Alison’s lives. He gave a detailed and entertaining insight on what it was like working for these renowned institutions and told us about many of the famous people he met.
Norman, thank you.
November
Our November meeting was advertised as a Craft Evening. Some members did make Christmas Decorations. However the majority of the
evening was spent pricing and preparing for our Cake and Craft Sale
which took place on 17th November. There were some really beautiful
items that had been made. Thank you all for all your hard work preparing for this sale. On the Saturday of the sale lots of lovely homemade
cakes, plus chutney and jams arrived (I know I am always saying we are
not just about Jam & Jerusalem but on this occasion we really appreciated all those contributions which had been lovingly cooked). Martha,
thank you for the huge amount of work you put into organising this
event and making it happen. It would have been nice to have seen more
local residents coming along to the event, but a big thank you to those
who did come and support us. Thank you also to all the members who
put in so much effort on the day.
Garsington WI will be 90 years old in February 2019 and we would like
to see it continue. We will hopefully be running some events to celebrate
this next year.
We do not have a meeting in December. At our meeting on January 9th
2019 the speaker will be Julia Miles “From Rags to Cocktails – 28 years
married to a Diplomat”. Visitors and New Members are always welcome.
Our Members wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a prosperous and
healthy 2019
Judy Eden

Garsington Lunch Club
Lunch Club takes place in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of
every month with the exception of January (no lunch club).
The next lunch club will be Wednesday 5th December 2018 at 12.30pm
in the Village Hall, the two course lunch costs £5. No Lunch Club in
January 2019
If you are a regular and are unable to come on any specific date it would
be appreciated if you could let us know by Monday morning at the
latest in the week that lunch club takes place on 01865 361639 or 343563.
If you would like to join us at lunch club and have not been before then
please call Eileen on 01865 361639 for further information.
We wish everyone a Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you
in 2019
Eileen, Judy and Nancy

December & January at Waterperry
FREE Christmas Fair at Waterperry

- Sat 8 th / Sun 9th Dec 2018
Get into the Christmas spirit at Waterperry Gardens with Christmas shopping from our
Gallery, Gift Barn and Christmas Shop, Waterperry grown Christmas trees and hand-made
wreaths, along with a number of Arts and Craft Stalls with gorgeous handmade gift ideas
and festive food and drink.

)LQG6DQWD¶V5HLQGHHU - 24th N ov until 23rd Dec 2018
Help Rudolph find his friends lost all around the gardens and collect your Christmas treat.
£2 per child. Children must be accompanied by an adult paying garden entrance fee.

FREE Garden Entrance throughout JAN U ARY

2nd until 31st Jan 2019
With no garden entrance fee throughout January it really is the time to enjoy winter walks
around the gardens. See the gardens turn into a spectacular vision as the frost spreads across
the grasses and trees and the mist winds around the garden and the Riverside Walk. Follow
up with DµSLWVWRS¶DWWKH7HDVKRS- a lovely way to spend time with friends or family.
For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk

Ovenblitz the solution to any dirty oven Ovenblitz

Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need
never do again. EVER!!!
Wee clean any oven, cooker,
W
cooker, hob,
extractor,, microwave, BBQ
extractor
Using non caustic and non toxic
products in your home
Prices start from as little as £35 for
a single oven
Agas and Rayburn priced according to size

Call 07749 597 627 or go on line
www.ovenblitz.co.uk
www
.ovenblitz.co.uk
ovenblitz@googlemail.com

LADIES & GENTS
HAIRDRESSER

Weekend
W
eekend appointments available

ELM DRIVE - GARSINGTON

Wee Blitz Your
W
Your Oven.

01865 361445

CALL PLUMBING HEATING

Season’s Greetings from

The Garsington Society

TAPWASHERS & PLUMBING
Repairs • Installations

GREETINGS
FROM
SEASON’S
SEASON’S G
REETINGS F
ROM

BOILERS, COOKERS, GASFIRES
Serviced • Repaired • Replaced

The Garsington Society was formed in November 1988 as a result of
concerns over large scale proposals for unsuitable development in
the green belt, with the aim of coordinating and cooperating with local
The Garsington Society was formed in November 1988 as a result of concerns over
planning
committees,
voluntary
organisations,
and
large scale authorities,
proposals for
unsuitable
development
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THE GARSINGTON SOCIETY

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
Installations • Cleansing • Servicing
FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
UNDERFLOOR HEATING
EMERGENCY REPAIRS

Best Prices, Service and Reliability

LEE BECKETT
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www.walkinshowerbaths.co.uk

Wheatley Dental Practice
01865 873314
We are currently accepting new
patients at our friendly local
dental surgery.
Please phone our receptionists
or call in for more details!
Tooth whitening and facial
aesthetic treatments available.

ADVERTISE
in the magazine
Delivered Free to all houses
in Garsington
Call for details 01865 361611
or email
judithwestgate@btinternet.com

Catherine Peers BDS,
Alison Chapman BDS MFDS RCS
Claudia Conde
MClinDent(Prostho.)London
Rachel Hyde RDH Jane Smale RDH
Candy Owens RDH

96 Church Rd, Wheatley, OX33 1LZ
wheatleydental@gmail.com
Illustration by Kit Arnold

clear instructions for the dancers. Having access to an inside space for the
bar and food was certainly a bonus on a damp, windy and chilly evening.

In November Dr Alan Larkman gave a very interesting and thought-provoking talk on
November
Dr Alan
Larkman
a very insects
interesting
and thoughtthe effect In
of modern
farming
practice
on our gave
wild flowers,
and farmland
bird
numbers, which have declined dramatically since the 1970s. He encouraged us all to
provoking talk on the effect of modern farming practice on our wild
help the small birds by feeding them daily, and by choosing organic produce if we
and
farmland
bird
numbers,
which
have declined
can afford flowers,
to; as wellinsects
as being
beneficial
to us,
organic
farming
encourages
wildflowersdramatically
which attract
the the
insects
which
provide foodus
for
since
1970s.
He encouraged
allthe
to birds.
help the small birds

by feeding them daily, and by choosing organic produce if we can afford

to; as well
beingmembers
beneficial old
to us,
organic
farming
encourages
wildflowWe look forward
to as
seeing
and
new at
the Society’s
brief
AGM
at 7 . 3 0 p m
n Tue
s d a ythe
2 2insects
J a n uwhich
ary 20
1 9 , f ofood
l l o wfor
e dthe
a t birds.
8pm by a
ersowhich
attract
provide
brief history of the international news agency Reuters, with Henry
M a n i s t r y We
who
will forward
give anecdotes
his time
globalbrief
look
to seeingfrom
members
old working
and newatatvarious
the Society’s

AGM at 7.30pm on Tues. 22 January, followed at 8pm by a brief history of
the international news agency Reuters, with Henry Manistry who will give
anecdotes from his time working at various global locations. The
programme for 2019 will be available and membership can be renewed; the
minimal £3 annual subscription is vital to support campaign funds. We
would be very pleased to have some new (and younger!) committee
members. The committee meets about six times a year to plan events etc,
and meetings are informal and sociable. Please contact Richard Betteridge
for more information: rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk or 361208.
Kay Willbery
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From Wednesday 2nd January 2019 there will be
changes to your T1 service. On Mondays to Fridays
an extra early morning journey from Cowley to
Watlington is added with the first journey
towards Oxford now starting from Watlington
rather than Chalgrove. Saturday times remain
unchanged.
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Garsington Sports & Social Club
It’s that time of year again where we all say how fast it’s gone; how we’ve
blinked and missed it, can’t believe it’s Christmas again etc etc! At the club
we may not have managed to change the curtains yet, (we’re channelling
the retro chic look), but we have had a full year of events, sporting and
social nights to celebrate, and continue to do our very best to provide a
great venue and nights out for our village. We would like to say a big thank
you to everyone’s support in 2018 from committee members, members of
the club, non-members and all who have come to events and visited the
bar on occasion! We look forward to welcoming you all in 2019.
Updates from the Chairman
Plenty of sport has been taking place down the lane since the last
newsletter so we'll begin with the youth football sides. Managed by local
Sid Jackson, our under 12 youth team are making rapid strides and
improving week by week. Results have been mixed but they sit proudly in
5th place in their current Autumn C league. I've had the pleasure of watching these lads a couple of times this season and they're a credit to the club,
with their never say die attitude and afterwards supporting the Club.
We also have an under 17 side playing in the Oxford invitational league.
Lead by manager Mike Patrick (not the local councillor version!) they
currently sit 7th in the A league. Player availability and injuries are playing a big part in mixed results but at full strength they are a top three side.
This season we're back to full capacity with both our first men's and
reserves teams playing in the Oxford Senior league. The firsts managed by
Doug Loveridge, are back in the top league after a very near miss last year
when the youthful side only conceded winning division one by one point.
After a promising couple of months the team are mid table and challenging
in the cup competitions. A recent cup match away at North Leigh saw probably the best performance from the squad, taking on a side 2 leagues higher in standard. Garsington were the better side throughout but narrowly
lost 3-2. News has just reached us though, that they had played a player
who wasn't signed on, so we progress in that senior cup competition.
Our reserves side are a mixture of ex Garsington players, some from last
year’s first team and a few players from other local clubs, so a lot of new
faces all getting used to how we play here and of course forming that cru-

cial team bonding. Managed by Richard Brooks they have had a set of very
impressive results and sit mid table again.
We also invested in a pool table back in the summer and have been rewarded with two teams set up and playing in the Oxford Invitational Pool
league. Learning the new rules has been a challenge for most of us who
have committed to the league, but week by week results are improving and
both sides are competitive both on the table and the beer drinking duties!
Finally our Friday night spear chuckers are back and playing in the premier league. The team have had an impressive start to the season, and currently lead the singles and are one point behind in the pairs. This again is
a social side taking on some teams including Oxford County standard
players, so a very promising start.
On a final note I'd just like to thank all the committee, the newly formed
social committee members, all the players taking part in the various sports
at the venue and to all of you who've supported us all over the year with
events and social functions. Let's hope 2019 is equally as successful. So for
now I'd like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and prosperous, healthy
new year.
I'd also like to take this opportunity of sending all our condolences to Ernie
Tipping, who has been a legend at the Club over the years, but who sadly
lost his beloved wife recently. Our thoughts are with you at the end of this
year, and of course to all others who have lost loved ones in 2018.
Rob Jeffery, Chairman
Other News
In a new venture for the club, we now have a new Yoga class on Thursdays
at 9.15am run by Hayley Bamford of Yoga Lizard.
Power Vinyasa with Hayley is High energy, dynamic & fun! You do not
have to be uber-flexible or able to stand on your head to come to this class
(although those things might be a side effect if you come for a while). The
true benefit of power vinyasa is the release you feel after practising, a calm
mind and energised body. The vinyasa class kicks off with some dynamic
flows to get you moving and breathing, then some poses to build strength
and stamina from the inside out. The class is a full body workout which
will leave you feeling stretched and toned from top to toes. Checkout her

website yogalizard.co.uk for more information, and I can vouch for the
full body workout, it certainly was, but great fun and very energising!
Events for the remainder of 2018
Club Christmas raffle - £1 a square, cash first prize and lots of other prizes
to be won, please let us know if you’d like to buy a square, it will be drawn
at the club Christmas party.
Christmas quiz night - Sunday 16th December doors open from 6.00pm,
very family friendly! £2 per adult, children under 16 are free, prizes for
each round, raffle, and jackpot question to be won.
Club Christmas party Sunday 23rd December, 4pm onwards.
All welcome. Please let us know on Facebook if you are bringing any children and their ages, as we aim to give a small present to the children!
It’s just a general social chill out before the big man in the red suit arrives
(Disclaimer it’s not our Beloved Chairman! Although if he still has his
Liverpool shirt who knows!).
Come join us, have a drink, play some silly games, have a chat with
friends, just enjoy a bit of time out before the big day!
We have lots of ideas in the bag for planning events for 2019 so please like
us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Club AGM takes place early in 2019. We all have to be re-elected so let’s
see what that brings, but whatever we will still have a stable and functioning club, for all to enjoy. Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to
you all.
Deb Walker, on behalf of the Social Committee.

Royal Mail Warns of Scam Mail
People are receiving mail in post from fraudsters sending convincing
letters that are designed to trick people out of money or other valuables.
Scam mail can include bogus competitions and fake prize draws. This
mail mostly originates from overseas and is hard to detect. If you think
this affect you or someone you know you can write to Royal Mail at
FREEPOST SCAM MAIL, or phone 0800 0133466, or email
scam.mail@royalmail.com

Gwladys Smith looks back on first
Oxford Playhouse Show

Warning of Suspicious Activity
in the Village

The night is remembered for having oozed 'glitz and glamour' for 96-yearold Gwladys Smith, who was among those at the theatre's very first show.
Now decades later, the city centre venue is celebrating its 80th anniversary
and Mrs Smith is among theatre fans flicking back through the programmes and memories.
Mrs Smith, from Garsington, was a young, excited 15-year-old heading in
to watch the theatre's debut performance of 'And So To Bed'.
To this day, the very first Oxford Playhouse programme sits discreetly
among Mrs Smith's collectibles - written on parchment-like paper and
hand-tied with ribbon. It is dated October 20, 1938.
The step-mother of two said her father, working at the Old Bank in High
Street at the time, was gifted two tickets by a customer.
As keen theatre-goers Mrs Smith and her mother, who was also in charge
of Garsington Drama Club, jumped at the chance to head along to the premiere. Mrs Smith, who has lived in Garsington since she was six, said: "I
remember the atmosphere as all the limousines were turning up. It was
bright and exciting and I think we were sat in the balcony, although I can't
remember exactly.
"I remember looking down afterwards and all of the seats in the stalls I
noticed had the names of actors and actresses [from the show] on them."
She added: "There was actually a polio scare at the time which [schools]
had banned us from going to public places. Most schools did in those
days. "I just kept quiet that I was going and living out here meant nobody
would see me anyway."

On the 15th of November, the police retrieved a stolen car which had
been parked on the hill by the Green. The number plates had been
removed and men were seen attaching new plates. Apparently there had
been at least 3 previous cars parked there for the same purpose during
the last few weeks.
The police have said they will be showing a presence here for a while.
Please also be aware that a chalked cross on your house or by your gate
could signify that your house is about to be targeted for some form of theft
so it may be wise to be extra vigilant and review your home security

The first show was performed by The Oxford Repertory Players in 'And
So To Bed' by J. B. Fagan. The programme Mrs Smith has kept tucked
away includes a list of the performers, as well as an insert titled 'an
explanatory note on 'The Playhouse'. It talks all about the construction of
The Playhouse and how initially the idea was met with 'considerable
opposition' over fears it wouldn't fit in with the character of Beaumont St.
The long-term theatre fan said she would cycle six miles there and back to
the theatre regularly to enjoy performances - all during the World War
Two blackouts. She remembers cycling with the smallest little light, often
coming across 'ghostly figures' which ultimately turned out to be sheep.

A Garsington Resident

Poetry Corner
From My Window
This is my view
arom my small window
across the valley.
Here I watch the shadows
and changing evening light
in many moods.
To the Downs
storm clouds gather
and blue mist forms.
This is my view
where I watch a kestrel soar
a red kite glide,
wings tipped golden
by a ray of sunlight.
On the road
there are cars and people
of little consequence.
This is my view
from my small window
across the valley.

Garsington Voluntary Driving Scheme
Need More Drivers
Do you think you could give someone a lift in your car, maybe within
the village, or to a GP’s surgery or hospital ? If you are only available two
or three times a year, this is still a worthwhile contribution.
How does it work?
You do not need to commit to a regular time. We send out an email
request to the team and people offer to help when they can. Mileage is
paid to the driver.
Do you think you could help?
For more information, email Fionarix2@gmail.com, tel: 01865 361266

Park Run
How about a Garsington Park Run? I suggest we meet at 9.30 am on
Saturday January 5th at the Sports and Social Club and run or walk round
the perimeter of the field once or twice. We could then meet for coffee
afterwards and discuss the possibility of becoming an official Park Run if
there are enough willing participants and volunteers to marshall. If you
like this idea and hope to turn up and /or volunteer please email me :
tina_everett@btinternet.com. I have provisionally booked the sports and
social club from 9.30 -10.30 am on Jan 5th and we can take it from there.

GARSINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Fully refurbished facilities available for hire:
Large function room • Adjoining committee/reception room
Fully modernised kitchen • Up-to-date disabled facilities
• Staging and presentation equipment
Check us out at www.garsingtonvillagehall.com
Whatever your requirements we are sure we can help
For more information telephone one of the numbers below.
To make a booking please complete a booking request the web

The last time Mrs Smith went to the theatre was many moons ago to watch
the Oxford Operatic Society in which a friend was performing.
She added: "It had very much changed [since the first show] but I always
remember it being more personal than any of these bigger theatres.
"It was great for The Playhouse and you always end up meeting so many
people that are up and coming there." Playhouse development director
Paddy Chatterton said: "We were so excited when we found out that
Gwladys was actually present at the opening night of the Playhouse and
it was fascinating to hear her memories of the Playhouse through the
years.
This article first appeared in the Oxford Times 28th August 2018 – before
the event described which took place on October 21st.

Senior Citizens
We had a lovely day in Poole. We've also been to Cheltenham on the 14th
November to do some Christmas shopping, which was very enjoyable.
They have a clock there, it’s a fish and on the hour and half hour it plays
I'm for ever blowing bubbles, and the bubbles comes out of the fishes
mouth, lovely for the big kids and little ones.
That is the last of the trips for this year, so thank you to everyone
who has supported us, and also thank you to Barbara at Plastows coaches
in Wheatley, and also her drivers.
On Tuesday 18th December we will be holding our Christmas party 2pm
at the club, and we will also hold our Christmas Raffle.
The Committee would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and
Happy New Year, and a thank you to everyone who continues to work
hard, so the club can continue.
There will be NO club on Tuesday 1st January 2019, as it's New Year’s day.
Dates for Diary:
Tuesday 4th December
Tuesday 18th December xmas party
Tuesday 1st January 2019 NO club
Tuesday 15th January
All meetings held at Garsington Sports Club, Denton Lane, at 2pm
Linda Barnett, Secretary

LOCAL INFORMATION
PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Members:

Cllr Chris Wright
wrightchrisj@aol.com
Cllr Anne Eastwood
Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Richard Betteridge
rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam
paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Matthew Dovey
m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Cllr Ian Dickinson
Ian@itech-works.co.uk
Cllr Mike Patrick
mkichael.patrick@aol.com
Cllr Judith Westgate
judithwestgate@btinternet.com

EVENTS DIARY - December 2018/January 2019
Tel: 01865 361206
Tel: 01865 361205
Tel: 01865 361208
Tel: 01865 361349
Tel: 01865 601279
Tel: 01865 361884
Tel: 01865 361702
Tel: 01865 361611

Parish Clerk:

Lorna Stevenson, 134 Southend, Garsington, Oxford, OX44 9DL
lornastevenson92@gmail.com
Tel: 01865 361671

Newsletter Editor:

Judith Westgate
judithwestgate@btinternet.com

County Cllr:
District Cllr:

Tel: 01865 361611

Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale
lorraine.lindsay-gale@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie
elizabethgillespie9@icloud.com

Tel: 01865 341398

Garsington C.E. Primary School Office
Office.3167@garsington.oxon.sch.uk

Tel: 01865 361263

St Mary’s Church

Rector Rev Emma Pennington
emmapennington153@gmail.com

Tel: 01865 361381

Church Warden

Mr J Hall
Mr R Frazer

Tel: 01865 361429
Tel: 01865 361639

Village Hall

Marie Holmes
Annie Winner

Tel: 01865 361200
Tel: 01865 361544

VILLAGE GROUPS
Garsington Good Neighbours
please leave a message
Garsington Voluntary Drivers
please leave a message
Garsington Society
Richard Betteridge
S. Citizens Club
Lorraine Boyd Chairperson
Sports & Social Club
Chairman
Women’s Institute
Judy Eden President

Tel: 07487680507
Tel: 07825085550
Tel: 01865 361208
Tel: 01865 361325
Tel: 01865 368022
Tel: 01865 343563

December
Sun 2nd
Mon 3rd
Tues 4th
Wed 5th
Sun 9th
Sun 9th
Tues 11th
Sun 16th
Sun 16th
Sun 16th
Tues 18th
Fri 21st
Sun 23rd
Sun 23rd
Mon 24th
Mon 24th
Tues 25th

Village Choir Village Hall 7:00pm for 7:15
Parish Council, Village Hall, 7:30pm
Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm
Lunch Club, Village Hall, 12:30pm
Village Choir Village Hall 7:00pm for 7:15
Parish Communion St Mary’s 09:30
Garsington Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4pm
Family Time Christingle at St Mary’s Garsington 09:30
Christmas Carol Service St Mary’s 6pm
Sports and Social Club quiz night 6pm
Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm – Christmas Party
St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon
NO Village Choir
Sports and Social Club Christmas Party 4pm
Crib Service at St Mary’s 5:30pm
Midnight Mass St Mary’s 11:30pm
Parish Communion St Mary’s 09:30am

January
Mon 7th
Tues 8th
Wed 9th
Sun 13th
Tues 15th
Fri 18th
Sun 20th
Sun 20th
Tues 22nd
Wed 23rd
Sun 27th
Sun 27th

Parish Council, Village Hall, 7:30pm
Garsington Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4.00pm
Garsington Women’s Institute Village Hall 7:30 pm
Parish Communion at St Mary’s 09:30am
Senior Citizens, Sports and Social Club, 2pm
St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon
Family time at St Mary’s – 09:30
Village Choir Village Hall 7:00pm for 7:15
Garsington Society AGM 7:30 followed by talk with Henry Manister
Last date for contributions to newsletter Feb/Mar
Breakfast time at St Mary’s 09:30am
Village Choir Village Hall 7:00pm for 7:15

Village choir meets every Sunday - for details ring Annie on 01865 361544
Front Cover Picture – Gwladys Smith at the 80th anniversary performance
at the Oxford Playhouse – photographer Geraint Lewis

