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Chairman’s Remarks

Writing this at the end of  September the landscape in and around the village still
looks green and beautiful in the late summer sunshine, a great contrast with the
endless planning issues that affect us.

As you may know the planning inspector found in favour of  taking the land at
Northfield out of  the Green Belt, so that new houses can be built there. The fight
is not yet over and there is a letter elsewhere in the newsletter about what you can
do.  

At Greenwoods, the District Council`s environmental enforcement officer has
served Mr Yassine and the property owners with Community Protection Notices
which require them to keep the roadside and verges in the immediate vicinity clear
of  waste. However instead of  being community minded and having a clear-up, Mr
Yassine has lodged an appeal with the Oxford Magistrates. If  you want to report
anything environmental, please contact Kevan.Spencer-
Matthews@southandvale.gov.uk

The District Council has been trying to enforce its planning decisions at no. 12
Kiln Lane. The occupier has appealed against this enforcement action and the
Parish Council has joined with SODC in arguing against this appeal which will be
heard in front of  a planning inspector at a time yet to be decided.

In Willow Close recently there was an incident when an emergency vehicle was
unable to get close to someone`s house because of  the number of  parked cars.
Can we ask residents to be more considerate by parking in Elm Drive when neces-
sary so as to always allow sufficient access. It is probably only about three to four
car spaces that are required. If  a similar incident were to happen again residents
and car owners might not be so fortunate.

However, after all this sober news, the sun is still shining so get out there and
enjoy our village!

Chris Wright

Editor’s Note
The Garsington Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from ev-
eryone in the parish and from businesses and organisations serving the local area.
Articles from village organisations are a vital art of  the newsletter but contentious
issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided. The Editor re-
serves the right not to print any article and to edit any item submitted for publica-
tion. The views expressed in the Newsletter are not those of  the Parish Council or
Editor, except where specifically stated to be (e.g. the Chairman’s remarks) and no
liability can be accepted for any error or omissions although we will publish cor-
rections.
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Notes from the vicar

As I sit here reflecting on the wildlife which visits the rectory garden, I find my
thoughts turning towards the churchyards across the Benefice of  Garsington,
Cuddesdon and Horspath.  Each village is blessed with a beautiful churchyard,
and with a team of  volunteers and others who keep them looking tidy.  I’m sure it
must be a constant challenge to achieve the correct balance between ensuring ac-
cess for those wishing to visit graves and visit our churchyards for peaceful con-
templation, whilst also ensuring they provide shelter and food for the mammals,
insects and birds we also love to see in our churchyards.

During September, as a Benefice, we’ve begun to experiment with outdoor wor-
ship.  We began with an Outdoor Eucharist (Holy Communion) in Garsington,
for our Benefice Celebration Day on the 6th September.  Our next outdoor ser-
vice was especially for children and the young at heart, outside St Giles’ Horspath,
as we learned about St Giles and the deer who was his companion, and enjoyed
some informal worship and activities. In October and November, we hope to de-
velop and extend our outdoor worship – though we haven’t yet manged to finalise
all the dates and venues (and a rise in coronavirus infection rates may yet scupper
our plans).  We intend to hold an outdoor pet blessing service outside St Giles on
Saturday 10th October, at 11am.  I hope we might hold a similar service outside
All Saints, Cuddesdon or St Mary’s, Garsington, on 3rd or 17th October.  We will
seek to advertise Outdoor Church, and other worship, on church and village no-
ticeboards. It is difficult to plan ahead for Advent and Christmas, with the uncer-
tainty caused by the coronavirus, but we again hope to be able to offer some
outdoor worship during this period – alongside worship in our village churches.

I hope, that alongside our normal Remembrance Sunday acts of  remembrance at
our village war memorials, we might also offer an outdoor service for children and
the young at heart on a Saturday morning in November. The best way of  finding
out what is happening around the benefice is to subscribe to our e-newsletter
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Garsington Good Neighbours

We are still collecting prescriptions and doing some shopping but if

there is anything else you need please ask.

Telephone 07487 680507

We’ve had one successful tea in a garden and hope to
gather for tea in the village hall again sometime soon.
If you would like to come please let us know by phone we
would then contact you when we are safe to do so.
Other enquiries to the organisers Jane Kay 01865 361497 or Tina Everett

07891 34979
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(email emilyjmelias@gmail.com) and follow us on social media @BeneficeGCH.

If  it’s a while since you’ve been to an ‘ordinary’ church service, or if  you don’t feel
safe worshiping inside a church, perhaps you’ll find that our outdoor worship of-
fers a safe space for you to explore your relationship with the God who loves you
more than you could imagine. I hope to see you soon, either at our worship out-
side or inside our church buildings, or out and about around the villages of  Gars-
ington, Cuddesdon and Denton, and Horspath.
God bless.
- p.s In the light of  rising infection rates and new restrictions announced on 22
September, we are reviewing whether it is wise and safe to introduce Outside
Church at this time.  Subscribe to our e-newsletter for further updates
Karen x

THERE WILL BE NO SERVICES AT ST MARY’S CHURCH AFTER THE
18th of  OCTOBER THROUGH THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER DUE TO
ESSENTIAL ROOF RESTORATION WORK, COMMENCING ON THE
19th OF OCTOBER. A RE-OPENING DATE WILL BE PUBLISHED ON
THE HOME PAGE OF THE BENEFICE WEBSITE ONCE A DATE IS
KNOWN.

We are most grateful for all the financial gifts which at last enable us to proceed
with the roof  repairs, both substantial donations from a number of  individuals,
and also contributions from a number of  events.

Services at St. Mary’s  - see events diary for dates of  services

The annual Service of  Light to remember those whom we love but see no longer
will take place on Sunday 1st November at 3pm at All Saints, Cuddesdon. Due to
Covid-19 restrictions and the popularity of  this service, booking will be required.
If  you would like to attend, please email or telephone the Benefice Administrator
at emilyjmelias@gmail.com or call 07841 831488 by Wednesday 14th October.
Please mention names of  loved ones that you would like remembered at the time
of  booking. 
8th November The Third Sunday Before Advent and Remembrance Sun-
day
A short Act of  Remembrance will take place at the village war memorial at



   
 

October & November at Waterperry 
 

This is an ideal time to see the Formal Garden and enjoy an autumn stroll along the 
River Walk as the leaves begin to fall. 
 

Apple Weekend: Sat 10 & Sun 11 Oct Apple Weekend is back for 2020 here at 
Waterperry Gardens. Given the current situation we’ve implemented a number of 
hygiene and safety measures to offer you a safe and enjoyable visit. This year our 
popular guided tours of the orchards and fruit sheds will also include the chance to 
go behind-the-scenes and see our apple press in action. Orchard Tours are £2.50 
per adult or free with garden entrance and for season ticket holders. Tickets 
available on the day from our Garden Shop. The Tea Shop will be offering a fruity 
menu all weekend so be sure to visit whilst you’re here! 
 

The Great Bat Hunt: 24 Oct – 1 Nov Find the Bats hidden in the ornamental 
gardens and win a prize! A great chance for the kids to have fun and get some fresh 
air at the same time! £2.50 per child. Children must be accompanied by an adult for 
whom the garden entrance fee applies. 
 

For more information please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
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10.45am. All are welcome to come along to remember the fallen in conflicts both
past and present

Public Worship and Private Prayer at St Mary’s Church. We have a number of
measures in place to make public worship as safe as possible for all participating.
St Mary’s Church will remain closed on a daily basis but is open for private prayer
every Wednesday afternoon between 12 noon and 5pm until roof  restoration
work commences. There is a booklet available on arrival to explain our safety mea-
sures and how our services currently look a little ‘different’ to normal. . 

Church Newsletter. In the absence of  weekly pew sheets, we have created a new e-
newsletter. Each edition features information about forthcoming services, access
codes to our online services, prayers, updates and new initiatives happening across
the Benefice. If  you would like to receive our weekly news in your inbox, please
contact Emily Elias, the Benefice Administrator, to subscribe. 

Online Worship. Weekly Eucharists are held online on Sundays at 9.30am and
Wednesdays at 11am. You can participate in these services by joining us on Zoom.
If  you would like access information, please contact the Benefice Administrator. 

Occasional Offices. Churches can once again hold baptisms, weddings and funer-
als with limited numbers and safety measures in place. These can continue at St
Mary’s up to the 18th of  October.. More information can be obtained by contact-
ing Revd Karen or Emily Elias, the Benefice Administrator. 

Prayer Blankets. Thank you to all those who have knitted or crocheted prayer
blankets and shawls. These were blessed at our Benefice Celebration Day Outdoor
Eucharist on Sunday 6th September and are now being distributed to the bereaved
and ill. Unfortunately, we have had a number of  bereavements and illnesses in our
villages over the past six months, so we expect to run out of  blankets and shawls
soon. Please continue to knit or crochet new blankets or shawls and contact Revd
Karen to arrange for pick-up or drop-off. We’re also keen to receive unwanted
wool that can be used by our knitting and crocheting teams. Please either bring
any unwanted wool to our church services, or drop off  at The Rectory. 
Notification of  baptisms, marriages and deaths. We have for a long time given the
names of  those who have been baptised, married, or buried in the church. Be-
cause of  data protection legislation, we can no longer include those names in the
newsletter.  
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Garsington Village Hall is OPEN

We have been working hard to make the Village Hall COVID-19
secure and are happy to announce that the hall is open for hire
again. In order to comply with Government guidelines there are
a number of  restrictions which we have to put in place but we
are looking forward to welcoming everyone back. To enquire
about booking the hall please contact Marie on 01865 361200.
We will of  course continue to monitor the advice from the Gov-
ernment in order to keep everyone safe and make any changes as
necessary.
Garsington Village Hall Committee

Wheatley Library

It has been a long time since we have seen our customers in Wheatley library and
we miss you.  
We are working hard behind the scenes to get our library open as soon as possible.
We need to be sure that it will be safe for everyone when we do open.
Many of  our libraries across the county have reopened based on staffing re-
sources, government guidelines and to provide the best possible access across the
county.
You can find the full list on https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-
and-culture/libraries/reopening-libraries

THE GARSINGTON SOCIETY

Regretfully there is nothing to report this time as Covid-19 has af-
fected all the Society’s planned events, but the Friday morning
‘green gym’ work party continues to meet, adhering to social dis-
tancing guidelines, of course. We hope the talk planned for Octo-
ber will be held sometime in 2021, but a decision regarding the
AGM scheduled for 19 January will be made later, whether it can
take place as usual, or be held under Covid-19 restrictions in the
village hall or via Zoom.

Kay Willbery 



Garsington News from Garsington CE Primary School

Our Vision
‘A vibrant and happy community where everyone can believe and

achieve.’ 
The Parable of the Sower (grow and learn like the strong healthy

plants) Matthew 13:1-23

We are the new Red Kite reporters from Garsington CE Primary School.
We have just moved from Year 4 into Year 5 and one of our whole
school responsibilities is to let our community know what is happening
at our school. Our names are Seb, Millie, Dulcie and Hugo and we are
going to tell you how the new school year has started for us. 

What has the start of term been like at Garsington? 
Being back at school has been really enjoyable because we get to see
our friends and make new friends. We have welcomed some new pupils
from Ripon College and other schools and it is great to have them here! 

The start of the term has been amazing because we are learning new
things including life in ancient civilisations. Our science topic is forces
and we get to do lots of practical investigations. In maths we have been
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Over 14% of all UK carbon  
emissions come from our homes*

With Cosy Homes Oxfordshire – a one-stop 
home retro t service – you can make your 
home cosier and healthier, reduce carbon 
emissions, and reduce your energy bills. 

Register your home today 
cosyhomesoxfordshire.org/register

Or call 0300 303 1269  
(Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm)

Work in the  
building industry? 

We’re also looking for building 
professionals to join the team  
to help us coordinate and deliver 
retro t projects in Oxfordshire. 

Get in touch to express your interest… 
     membership@retro tworks.co.uk  
    0300 303 1269 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm) 

*Committee on Climate Change, February 2019
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rounding up to the nearest million which has been fun but sometimes
challenging. We have also been doing lots of writing and of course
spellings. 

How is school different to normal times because of the Coronavirus?  
We normally have links between classes and we get to meet the new

Foundation Stage children but because we can’t be with children out of
our bubble we can’t do this. We are missing being reading buddies and
playing with children from other classes.  

In the classroom we have set places for working and lining up to try
and reduce contact with other children. This is a bit strange. We have
to work with the same partners rather than everyone in the class. Dur-
ing the day there is lots of hand washing and at play times we just play
with our class.  We are also very sad that we can’t have International
Evening and our Halloween disco this term.  Hopefully we will get back
to normal soon.  

What are you looking forward to about this year? 
We are enjoying doing our homework using Google Classrooms. This
year we hope that we will still have our residential and be able to or-
ganise Friendship Time at the end of term.  

Why is Garsington the best school to go to? 
We love our school grounds and the space we have. We get to learn
outside as well as in the classroom. 
Our teachers care about our education and make sure learning is al-
ways fun. We always try to be Red Kite learners and have good man-
ners. We also have Lollie, our school dog. She is the friendliest dog in
the world! You can see Lollie in the photograph of us.  

We are very good at welcoming new pupils to our school so if you
would like to join us then contact the school. Our number is 01865
361263 and our email is office@garsingtonprimary.org

We have a virtual open morning on Thursday 12th November. More de-
tails are on our website. 

Thank you for reading our news. 
From Seb, Millie, Dulcie and Hugo (Year 5 pupils) 
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News from the Garsington Voluntary Drivers
We have worked hard to restart our service, although in a limited way,
from September 1st. We have half the usual number of drivers and some
of them are working, so are infrequently available. But please continue
to phone us (on 07825 085550) should you need a lift and we will try our
very hardest to find a driver. 

In order to be safe, we are now only able to take clients who are inde-
pendently mobile, as we are unable to give assistance with walking aids
(such as rollators), and the drivers are unable to enter the hospital or GP
surgery with their client. As with all other public transport, we ask
clients to wear a mask and to sanitise their hands. We are unable to take
accompanying family members in the car.

You will all be aware that the situation regarding the Covid 19 virus is
rapidly changing, so we are keeping the situation under review. 

Fiona Rix, Organiser

Lunch Club
We were hoping that with the Village Hall reopening it might be possi-
ble to restart the lunch club.

Sadly this will not be happening.  We have looked very carefully at the
guidelines issued by the Village Hall Management Committee along
with the current Government Guidelines that are in place.  The restric-
tions make it impossible for the lunch club to operate safely and within
the confines of the law.

We have therefore regrettably taken the decision that there will be no
further lunch clubs this year.  We will keep up to date with all the many
changes that will inevitably take place over the coming weeks as the
guidelines for the control of the virus continue to change. Hopefully we
can look forward to restarting in February 2021.

We will of course keep you all in touch with our future plans and really
regret that we have had to come to this decision.  We would like to
thank you for your continued support and look forward to seeing you
all soon.

Please take care of yourselves and stay safe.

Eileen, Judy and Nancy
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Friday Café at St Mary’s
Sadly we are still unable to have our monthly coffee, cake and chat.

At the present time the restrictions on the use of the Church make this
impossible.

Hopefully in the New Year it will be possible for the Church to be open
once again for this to happen.  We know that many of you are missing
these events.  We will keep you informed as and when the situation
changes.

Thank you for your understanding.

Eileen and helpers.

OCTOBER
I hear the call of a skylark and 

watch the gulls in a landscape

carved out of silence, where red berries

colour the twisted hedgerow and the last

flowers of Summer show their faces to the 

sun.

The breeze quickens, golden leaves twist 

and swirl covering the footprints

of the one before me, as I

cross the brow of the hill.

Dark shadows serrate the fields,

finely ploughed, where the late

sunbeams catch the troubled

paths ahead.

The days shorten, soon now fires 

are kindled and curtains drawn at the

trailing edge of Autumn.
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Nature Notes

Not in the garden this year, but by the north steps to the church is
a “robin`s pincushion “, a gall formed by a wasp. It`s green at the mo-
ment, but should turn red or pink later in the year.  The other country
name for this gall is a bedeguar. The word is Persian in origin and the
original word meant “wind brought”. 

The occasional sun patches have brought out the flies to feed on the
hail-damaged fruit and the surviving flowers. Two common flies both
with red markings have been seen feeding on mint and asters. What I
haven`t seen before are spider-hunting wasps. They have been “run-
ning” along a stone wall restlessly searching for spiders in the nooks
and crannies. They have long legs with barbs so that they can sting the
spider without getting bitten. One black species was seen hunting by a
spider web and looking into a crevice and another with a partly red ab-
domen. Unfortunately the latter got bitten by a spider.  I caught it and
then it accidentally fell into some calvados!  

Chris Wright

Senior Citizens Club
Hello everyone, hope you are all still keeping well, I would love to be 
able to say we could meet up for our social again soon, but once again 
due to Government guidelines we are not able too.

I have received a copy of the EngAGE magazine, which you can get on
line 
at www.ageuk.org.uk.oxfordshire there is a lot of information in this
one.
1 Stay safe from TV Licence Scams

2 How to get free TV licence if you are on Pension credits

3 Staying SAFE outside your home

4 Reporting Suspicious EMAILS

If anyone would like to look at this copy if you are not online, then 
let me know please.  I’m still sending out birthday cards, so Happy 
Birthday to you (you know who you are)

Take care of yourselves.  Linda Barnett Secretary



Page 16

GARSINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Recently, I saw a joke on social media: “Most pointless 2019 purchase –
a 2020 Planner.” Sad, funny, and true all at the same time.  Like most or-
ganisations, the WI has been trying to adapt and roll with the punches
which Covid-19 restrictions have brought.  

Based on the then guidelines, we had planned neighbourhood gatherings
in groups of 6 outdoors for August. Unfortunately, the weather was
against us, and we had to cancel our informal garden get-togethers.

We were making preparations to have socially distanced meetings in the
Village Hall when the Government issued its “Rule of 6” guidelines, and
specifically mentioned Women’s Institutes as a group that should not be
allowed to meet in community halls. This coupled with a directive from
the National Federation of Women’s Institutes to cancel all meetings be-
cause of the group size restrictions meant we have had to change plans
yet again.  It is quite disappointing as we were looking forward to our
first in person meetings since March. It is amusing that we have a repu-
tation for being so friendly that the Government would not trust us not
to “mingle,” and thus violate the restrictions. We are a friendly bunch.

At this point, our WI cannot meet as a whole group. We will, of course,
be doing our best to stay in touch with members as further developments
arise, and we are all looking forward to the time we can meet again.

Our October meeting has been cancelled. We hope to reschedule our
planned speaker, historian Liz Woolley, for some time in 2021.

Our November meeting will be an online craft evening using Zoom. Fur-
ther details will be sent out closer to the date.

Over the summer, we also received the sad news that another victim of
the pandemic is the WI’s beautiful college, Denman in Marcham. It was
announced that the financial impacts of the lockdown had taken its toll,
and the NFWI had decided to close the college, make its staff redundant,
and eventually, the Denman estate will be sold. This is a real blow to
those of us in Oxfordshire who used the college frequently for courses,
retreats, and events. There are still discussions ongoing about possible
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ways to save Denman and avoid this loss to our organisation, and I do
hope a way forward is found to preserve this wonderful asset. Denman
has a special place in our hearts. It has been a wonderful haven for 72
years, and many special memories for generations of women were made
there.

In the meantime, Denman has been offering virtual courses on Zoom
under its new Denman at Home program. WI members and non-members
alike (including gentlemen) are welcome to join the new series of infor-
mative, entertaining, shared virtual experiences in the comfort of home.
From cookery courses, craft demonstrations, history lessons, and activi-
ties for all the family, there is something to suit all tastes. Courses cost
from only £5 per session (what a bargain!).  The courses are run at dif-
ferent times making it easier to find one that suits your schedule. For
more information, visit the website at http://www.denman.org. 

For more information about Garsington WI, please contact Martha at
01865 361730 or msjgriffiths@btinternet.com.

Martha S.J. Griffiths, President

Garsington Sports and Social Club news
Two months on and the pandemic is still very much with us, and look-
ing at today’s news (Sept 22nd) we’re in for further restrictions and a
long haul ahead! Our mate Boris (wasn’t he in Frankenstein or was that
Karloff?) can’t quite remember, but there’s similarities, has announced
10.00pm closing, face masks entering and table service only! Well that
will chuck up a few challenges for our small band of bar volunteers,
who let’s not forget, have real jobs in the real world, but as always
we’ll address what is now to become law and see if we can keep this
place alive. Very challenging times, which continues to be the theme
for our venue.

We’ve made major investments with the Covid safety guidelines and
upgrading the place from the kitchen, hall and new ladies toilets to
maintaining the grass areas right through these troubled times. We
opened initially much more regularly, but sadly the support just hasn’t
been there generally, so we’ve responded to those who’ve said in the
past “you’re not open enough”  we’ve tried it, yet the numbers just
haven’t been there, resulting in early closing. It’s become quite clear
there needs to be something on for the locals to come out socially. The
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loss of the Aunt Sally league and darts league this year has proved
that, as we just don’t see those who’d normally turn up regularly on a
Wednesday or Friday night.

I’m not sure what the answer is any more, but it’s clear to see why
we’re down to just one pub and a club. However that’s the negativity
out of the way, so let’s look at the positive stuff. Plenty of positive com-
ments about the painting upgrades, new curtains (yes those stunning
orange floral ones are no more!) and new layout of the venue, with
many stating they feel safe here and loving the new look! The pitches
outside of the club continue to get rave reviews and that’s down to our
hard working grounds team, so many thanks to all who continue to
support us there.

The local deliveries are continuing and give us a much needed weekly
boost, so again many thanks to those handful of people who appreciate
our efforts to keep the club as a local asset. You can still get involved
with these deliveries as they are delivered free and include all the
drinks, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic plus the crisps, pork scratch-
ings, nuts and chocolate we sell at the venue. All reduced in cost from
over the bar prices, which are cheap anyway, so get in touch either on
Facebook or email the club on garsingtonssc@gmail.com
So what’s been happening sports wise? Well it’s a mixed bag really. As
mentioned above, the Aunt Sally season has been cancelled along with
the darts season, wiping out two of our most popular nights, but the
Pool leagues have recently started again although under a different for-
mat of fewer players, again affecting the numbers attending! Our crick-
eters have just finished a condensed season and remained unbeaten in
their league, resulting in a final appearance in the prestigious Airey
Cup battle with what became our second team Oxenford, as they’d
used the wicket due to their college pitches being closed. On a fantastic
sunny day the two sides put on a spectacle of a game, with Garsington
narrowly losing by just two runs in a thriller. A great effort by all con-
cerned and one which was played in a great spirit on a superb wicket.
We’re already looking forward to next season and the hope is to put
out a full second team of our own, so get in touch if it’s something you
may be interested in joining, as we really need that support on the bars.
The football seasons are underway and the men’s side have had a solid
start, winning two out of their first three matches, so we’re anticipating
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a strong season ahead. The day of the Airey Cup cricket final also saw
the men’s side in action so this resulted in parking issues, so permis-
sion was sought from the parish to use the top grass area, which was
granted. The last thing we wanted to do was block Denton Lane or
North Manor/Wheatley road, hence the request. Unfortunately some-
one within the village felt it was appropriate to complain to the council
after the marshals had to speedily get their kit on after overseeing the
cars arriving and parking. We are limited with support, as everyone is
aware, but we are trying. If anyone has any problems with what I’m
doing down there, please contact me, I won’t bite (well not before ten
anyway) and I’ll happily explain/sort any issues. This year we also
welcome three new youth teams to the club to bring our sides up to
five in total, and the hope is they’ll come on board with supporting
those longed for events, if and when we can get back to hosting them.
All the teams are literally about to start their seasons so fingers crossed
for productive matches and player development. These are our future
and we’re pleased to have them on board along with our two sides
from last year.

On a final note, we are looking in to the possibility of a cafe style set up
following a number of enquiries, so watch out for any developments. If
this is something you would support or could offer help with, send us
an email with any comments and we’ll look in to it further.

Keep safe everyone and hope to see many of you soon.

Rob J      Chairman GSSC 

MAPS for SALE
The Garsington Society have around 100 beautiful Garsington maps (the same
as on display on the grass verge by the pub) and 100 Millenium books which
we are selling at £10 for a  “Garsington Double”, with the proceeds going to
the church roof. If you would like to buy a pair of these lovely records of the
village, please contact Mike Hardwick: 07932 556014,
hardwick5gp@gmail.com.”
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Building for Greed not Need
• Minister Jenrick protects wealthy property developers…again! 
• Oxford City Council grabs land and expands…. again! 
• Oxford County Council puts money before communities… again! 
• Wealthy Oxford colleges make £ millions in land deals…again! 

We pay the price. Do we have a motorway to come?

Garsington has been well and truly stitched up. The sham government
inspection into a “South Oxfordshire” local plan has provisionally con-
cluded it is ‘sound.’ When it is rubber stamped Garsington will become
a suburb of Oxford. We face increased traffic pollution, environmental
damage and loss of community identity. The inspection was the final
part of a local plan process that is rigged against local people in favour
of vested interests. Powerful lobby groups want you to believe that this
development is about affordable housing and homes for the needy. It is
NOT. The Office for National Statistics have recalculated their housing
projections. Oxford’s housing need has shown the biggest reduction of
any authority in the country since 2018*. Oxford housing need has
been falsely doubled - overstated by 100% to ‘justify’ building in the
greenbelt. It should remain protected. *Source N.O.S: Barton Willmore
(Development Economics)

The inspection rules were recently changed to insist housing number 
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forecasts are based on 2014 projections not the lower, more accurate,
up to date 2018 figures. This change of law favours developers over
local communities. You need to know: - 
• Our local SODC councillors were banned from having input into the
plan 
• The plan was prepared by council officers with direction from Jen-
rick’s office 
• The planning inspection only dealt with questions the inspector
wanted answered 
• Garsington Parish Council were denied a place at the hearing session
dealing with general green belt policy 
• At the Northfield hearing session, I was not allowed to discuss Ox-
ford City’s exaggerated housing need numbers even though they im-
pacted on Garsington 
• Oxford City and Oxfordshire County Council officers were directed
by their councillors to speak in support of the plan being imposed on
us.
And the motorway- Oxford to Cambridge Expressway?
If you look closely at the proposed road junction ‘improvements’ connected
with the plan, you can see how they could easily be linked to form the Oxford
end of an Oxford Cambridge expressway. At the very least they could make a
new Oxford City Southern ring road through swathes of our beautiful country-
side.
This plan is the biggest threat to Garsington in my lifetime. What can we do?➢ We can make common cause with other communities close to the green
belt. Greenbelt destruction is causing real concern. Let’s act together. ➢ We need to tell Oxfordshire County Councillors that the continued expan-
sion of Oxford City can no longer be tolerated. ➢ We need to remind powerful Oxford Colleges with land-owning interests
that they have responsibilities to rural communities
Over the next few weeks please be prepared to help. You can: - ✓ Keep this issue ‘alive’ in the press, on social media and village groups ✓ Contact Save Garsington www.facebook.com/SaveGarsington A Better
South Oxfordshire, www.abettersouthoxfordshire.org.uk and The Garsington
Society ✓ Help raise money to fight our case in law ✓ Volunteer to canvass, deliver leaflets, telephone MPs and councillors ✓ Write to Brasenose College ask them not to sell their land to developers
At the launch of a new government white paper which could rig planning law
even more against local people, Jenrick said “Communities will be recon-
nected to a planning process that is supposed to serve them, with residents
more engaged over what happens in their areas.” He cannot be serious!
This unfair, unjust, plan is not about the future it is the destruction of our pre-
sent. With your help ….. The Fight is not over
If you want further details, about anything I have written or want to help out,
please get in touch. Adrian Townsend email: hidip@aol.com
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LOCAL INFORMATION
PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Cllr Chris Wright Tel: 01865 361206

wrightchrisj@aol.com
Vice Chairman: Cllr Matthew Dovey Tel: 01865 601279

m.dovey@garsington.org.uk
Members: Cllr Richard Betteridge Tel: 01865 361208

rjbetteridge@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Paul Bolam Tel: 01865 361349

paul.bolam@pharm.ox.ac.uk
Cllr Anne Eastwood Tel: 01865 361205

Anne71highbank@btinternet.com
Cllr Mike Patrick Tel: 01865 361702

mkichael.patrick@aol.com
Cllr Judith Westgate Tel: 01865 361611

jw@judithwestgate.plus.com  
Cllr Ian Ashley Tel: 01865 361154

Ian.garsingtonpc@outlook.com
Parish Clerk: Lorna Stevenson 134 Southend, Garsington, Oxford,
OX44 9DL

Tel: 01865 361671 lornastevenson92@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Judy Westgate 71 Wheatley Road Garsington OX44
9ER

Tel: 01865 361611 jw@Judithwestgate.plus.com
County Cllr: Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale Lorraine.Lindsay-
Gale@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
District Cllr: Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie Tel: 01865 341398

elizabethgillespie9@icloud.com
Garsington C.E. Primary School
School Office Tel: 01865 361263

Office@garsingtonprimary.org
St Mary’s Church
Rector Karen Charman rev.karen.charman@gmail.com
Church Wardens Mr J Hall Tel:  01865 361429

Village Hall Marie Holmes Tel: 01865 361200
Annie Winner Tel: 01865 361544

Village Groups
Garsington Good Neighbours please leave a message 07487680507
Garsington Voluntary Drivers please leave a message 07825085550
Garsington Society Anghard Jeffrey   01865 368262
S. Citizens Club Lorraine Boyd Tel: 01865 361325 Chairperson
Sports & Social Club Tel: 01865 368022 Chairman
Women’s Institute   Martha Griffiths Tel: 01865361730 President

msjgriffiths@btinternet.com
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EVENTS DIARY – October/November

October
Sun 4th    11:00am Online Eucharist – zoom
Sun 4th    11:15 Parish Communion – St Mary’s 
Mon 5th   Parish council virtual meeting – see garsingtonparish.org for de-
tails
Tues 6th Senior Citizens - cancelled
Wed 7th Lunch Club - cancelled
Sun 11th 09:30 Online Eucharist - Zoom
Sun 11th Choir, Village Hall 7:00 pm CANCELLED until further notice
Tues 13th  Good Neighbours Tea and Cake, Village Hall - cancelled
Wed 14th Women’s Institute Village Hall 7:30pm CANCELLED
Sun 18th 09:30am Online Eucharist – zoom
Sun 18th 11:00 Holy  Communion St Mary’s and APCM
Tues 20th Senior citizens - cancelled
Fri 23rd      St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon CANCELLED
Sun 25th    NO  Online Eucharist – zoom

November
Sun 1st     09:30am Online Eucharist – zoom
Mon 2nd     Parish Council, virtual meeting see garsingtonparish.org for de-
tails
Tues 3rd    Senior Citizens - cancelled
Wed 4th Lunch Club, Village Hall 12:30 pm – cancelled
Wed 4th Women’s Institute Location cancelled
Sun 8th 09:30am Online Eucharist - zoom
Tues 10th   Good Neighbours, Tea and Cake, Village Hall, 2:30-4.00pm CANCELLED
Wed 11th Women’s Institute - Zoom
Sun 15th 09:30 Online Eucharist – zoom
Tues 17th  Senior Citizens - cancelled
Wed 18th   Last date for contributions to newsletter December/January
Fri  20th St Mary’s Café, St Mary’s Church, 10am-12noon CANCELLED
Sun 22nd    09:30am Online Eucharist - zoom
Sun 29th    09:30 am Online Eucharist - zoom

Front Cover Rosemary Beetle Jonathan Kay
Please send me any photos you think would be suitable for the front cover
jw@judithwestgate.plus.com
Garsington Choir for info contact Annie Winner 01865 361544
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Bus Number 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11
Oxford City Centre, St Aldates, G4 0700 0915 1025 1125 1225 1325 1435 1545 1645 1745 1905
Oxford City Centre, Queens Lane 0702 0917 1027 1127 1227 1327 1437 1547 1647 1747 1907
Oxford, Shelley Road 0709 0925 1035 1135 1235 1335 1446 1556 1658 1758 1916
Cowley, Templars Square, C 0716 0932 1042 1142 1242 1342 1453 1604 1707 1807 1923
Watlington Road, Lidl 0622 0723 0939 1049 1149 1249 1349 1500 1611 1716 1814 1928
Garsington, Village Hall  0728 0944 1054 1154 1254 1354 1505 1617 1723 1820 1933
Chiselhampton, Coach and Horses PH 0629 0734 0950 1100 1200 1300 1400 1511 1623 1730 1827 1939
Stadhampton, School Lane 0631 0736 0952 1102 1202 1302 1402 1513 1625 1732 1829 1941
Chalgrove, The Red Lion PH 0637 0742 0958 1108 1208 1308 1408 1519 1631 1740 1836 1947
Chalgrove, Monument Road 0638 0744 1000 1110 1210 1310 1410 1521 1633 1742 1838 1948
Watlington, Library* 0648 1010 1320 1420 1753 1849 1958

X
Bus Number 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11
Oxford City Centre, St Aldates, G4 0915 1025 1125 1225 1325 1435 1535 1635 1745 1845
Oxford City Centre, Queens Lane 0917 1027 1127 1227 1327 1437 1537 1637 1747 1847
Oxford, Shelley Road 0925 1035 1135 1235 1335 1445 1545 1646 1756 1856
Cowley, Templars Square, C 0832 0932 1042 1142 1242 1342 1452 1552 1653 1803 1903
Watlington Road, Lidl 0736 0839 0939 1049 1149 1249 1349 1459 1559 1700 1810 1908
Garsington, Village Hall  0844 0944 1054 1154 1254 1354 1504 1604 1705 1815 1913
Chiselhampton, Coach and Horses PH 0743 0850 0950 1100 1200 1300 1400 1510 1610 1711 1821 1919
Stadhampton, School Lane 0745 0852 0952 1102 1202 1302 1402 1512 1612 1713 1823 1921
Chalgrove, The Red Lion PH 0751 0858 0958 1108 1208 1308 1408 1518 1618 1719 1829 1927
Chalgrove, Monument Road 0752 0900 1000 1110 1210 1310 1410 1520 1620 1721 1831 1928
Watlington, Library* 0802 0910 1010 1320 1420 1630 1731 1841 1938

Bus Number 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11
Watlington, Library* 0600 0650 0916 1016 1326 1426 1801 1855
Chalgrove, Monument Road 0609 0659 0750 0925 1025 1115 1215 1335 1435 1535 1640 1810 1903
Chalgrove, The Red Lion PH 0611 0701 0752 0927 1027 1117 1217 1337 1437 1537 1642 1812 1904
Stadhampton, School Lane 0618 0708 0800 0934 1034 1124 1224 1344 1444 1544 1649 1819 1910
Chiselhampton, Coach and Horses PH 0620 0710 0802 0936 1036 1126 1226 1346 1446 1546 1651 1821 1912
Garsington, Village Hall 0627 0717 0810 0943 1043 1133 1233 1353 1453 1553 1658 1828 1918
Watlington Road, Lidl 0633 0723 0817 0949 1049 1139 1239 1359 1459 1559 1705 1834 1923
Cowley, Templars Square, A    0958 1058 1148 1248 1408 1508 1608   1929
Oxford, Shelley Road 0641 0734 0831 1002 1102 1152 1252 1412 1512 1612 1717 1842
Oxford City Centre, Broad Street  0749          
Oxford City Centre, Queens Lane 0647 0840 1009 1109 1159 1259 1419 1519 1619 1727 1850
Oxford City Centre, Speedwell Street 0650 0846 1014 1114 1204 1304 1424 1524 1626 1733 1855

Bus Number 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11
Watlington, Library* 0806 0916 1016 1326 1426 1636 1736 1845
Chalgrove, Monument Road 0815 0925 1025 1115 1215 1335 1435 1525 1645 1745 1853
Chalgrove, The Red Lion PH 0817 0927 1027 1117 1217 1337 1437 1527 1647 1747 1854
Stadhampton, School Lane 0824 0934 1034 1124 1224 1344 1444 1534 1654 1754 1900
Chiselhampton, Coach and Horses PH 0826 0936 1036 1126 1226 1346 1446 1536 1656 1756 1902
Garsington, Village Hall 0833 0943 1043 1133 1233 1353 1453 1543 1703 1803 1908
Watlington Road, Lidl 0839 0949 1049 1139 1239 1359 1459 1549 1709 1809 1913
Cowley, Templars Square, A 0847 0958 1058 1148 1248 1408 1508 1558 1718 1817 1919
Oxford, Shelley Road 0851 1002 1102 1152 1252 1412 1512 1602 1722 1821
Oxford City Centre, Queens Lane 0858 1009 1109 1159 1259 1419 1519 1609 1731 1828
Oxford City Centre, Speedwell Street 0903 1014 1114 1204 1304 1424 1524 1614 1736 1833
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X - Operates ten minutes 
later as far as Chalgrove 
during the closure of the 
B480 between Chalgrove 
and Watlington.

X - Operates ten minutes 
later as far as Chalgrove 
during the closure of the 
B480 between Chalgrove 
and Watlington.
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Sundays & most Public Holidays

Bus Number 11 11 11 11
Oxford City Centre, St Aldates, G4 0925 1145 1455 1705
Oxford City Centre, Queens Lane 0927 1147 1457 1707
Oxford, Shelley Road 0935 1155 1505 1715
Cowley, Templars Square, C 0942 1202 1512 1722
Watlington Road, Lidl 0949 1209 1519 1729
Garsington, Village Hall 0954 1214 1524 1734
Chiselhampton, Coach and Horses PH 1000 1220 1530 1740
Stadhampton, School Lane 1002 1222 1532 1742
Chalgrove, The Red Lion PH 1008 1228 1538 1748
Chalgrove, Monument Road 1010 1230 1540 1750
Watlington, Library* 1020 1240 1550 1800

Bus Number 11 11 11 11 11
Watlington, Library* 0825 1025 1245 1555 1805
Chalgrove, Monument Road 0833 1034 1254 1604 1813
Chalgrove, The Red Lion PH 0835 1036 1256 1606 1815
Stadhampton, School Lane 0842 1043 1303 1613 1821
Chiselhampton, Coach and Horses PH 0844 1045 1305 1615 1823
Garsington, Village Hall 0850 1051 1311 1621 1829
Watlington Road, Lidl 0856 1057 1317 1627 1835
Cowley, Templars Square, A 0903 1104 1324 1634 1840
Oxford, Shelley Road 0906 1108 1638
Oxford City Centre, Queens Lane 0913 1115 1645
Oxford City Centre, Speedwell Street 0918 1120 1650
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Beauty Salon in Drayton St LEonard
with plenty of free parking

I have over 10 years experience and specialise in 
manicures & pedicures, gel nails, tanning, waxing

tinting and eyebrow treatments.
As a welcome treat, enjoy a complementary file and

polish.
I look forward to welcoming you!

Paige
07584665790

paige@willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk
www.willowcottagebeautycabin.co.uk

STEVE WILKINSON
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

- PLASTERING

- REPOINTING
BRICK & STONE

- PATIOS
- FENCING

TEL : 01865891554
MOB : 07885538514
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Keith Smith
Carpentry services

Fully qualified Carpenter

skirtings, architraves, fitted
kitchens,

internal and external doors and
locks

studwork
traditional cut roofing

For friendly help and advice
please call me on 07967 564863 
email keithsmith65@gmail.com
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Allotment Plots Available in Horspath
Horspath Allotment Association (HAA) are welcoming new plot holders

to take on vacant plots in our neighbouring village.
We are a small and friendly allotment site with plot holders of varying

ages and experience.
We have all the necessary gardening machines available for rent and
are always keen to support new gardeners, or those without previous

allotment experience.
If you are interested in taking on a plot, please email Fiona

(haa.horspath@gmail.com).
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Do you care for a friend or relative?

Do you look after a friend or a relative in their home or yours? If so, Healthwatch Oxfordshire
wants to hear from you!

As an independent champion for people who use health and social care, we want to know what
it is like to be an unpaid carer and about the help and support you receive or need.

Even if you only help someone for a few hours or you don’t see yourself as a ‘carer’, your views
are important.

If you are aged 18 or over and care for an adult relative, friend or neighbour who is elderly or
has an illness, disability, mental health problem or addiction please share your views by com-
pleting an anonymous survey at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Unpaidcarers

If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or to ask for a paper copy of the survey to
be sent out to you, please call 01865 520520. 

To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
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YOUR LOCAL DIGNITY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Taking the greatest care

dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

S. & R. CHILDS

142 Oxford Road, Cowley
Oxford OX4 2EA
01865 714 007

1 Courtland Road, Rose Hill
Oxford OX4 4HZ
01865 772 780

69 London Road, Headington 
Oxford OX3 9AA
01865 427 272
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Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL 
SERVICES

■ Poor reception solved
■ Aerials - repaired & supplied
■ Internet - extension points & improved wifi
■ TV's - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ Extra TV points - for aerial and Sky (in HD)
■ Sky TV - also foreign language TV 

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Oxford

01865 400141
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Useful internet information
Parish Website www.garsingtonparish.org   
Police PCSO                           101 for non-urgent queries, otherwise 999.
Finding a library http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/find-li-
brary
Reporting an overweight vehicle
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/weight-restriction-enforcement
Reporting a pothole http://www.fixmystreet.com
South Oxfordshire District Council http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
Blocked Drains http://www.thameswater.co.uk/help-and-advice/12954.htm
FlyTipping - go to southoxon.gov.uk and search for fly tipping.  

Important Telephone Numbers
To share information with the Police but remain anonymous call
Crimsestoppers, 0800 555111.  
Oxfordshire CC(incl Fire and Rescue Service) Safer Communities Unit,

Editor’s Note
The Garsington Newsletter welcomes contributions and advertisements from ev-
eryone in the parish and from businesses and organisations serving the local area.
Articles from village organisations are a vital art of  the newsletter but contentious
issues or articles promoting personal causes should be avoided. The Editor reserves
the right not to print any article and to edit any item submitted for publication.
The views expressed in the Newsletter are not those of  the Parish Council or Ed-
itor, except where specifically stated to be (e.g. the Chairman’s remarks) and no li-
ability can be accepted for any error or omissions although we will publish
corrections.
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