Garsington Parish Council

The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Monday 7th March 2011 commencing at 7.30pm. The Chairman, Councillor Godfrey Eden presided; present were Cllrs David Baker, Paul Bolam, Mike Patrick and Chris Wright. Also present for part of the meeting were three members of the public.

3/11/1

Apologises for Absence

Apologises were accepted from Cllrs Anne Eastwood, Judith Westgate and John Hieatt, County Councillor David Turner and District Councillor Elizabeth Gillespie.

3/11/2.

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 7th February 2011

After the figure shown as being paid as Clerk’s salary was amended to £369.60, the Minutes as circulated were approved and signed as a correct record.

3/11/3. 
Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda

a.
Street lights; Cllr Patrick reported that a new pole had been erected in Oxford Road to replace the one that had been damaged in 2010 however work is still required to redirect the beam of the light in Kiln Lane so that illuminates the lane. 

b.
The Chairman had written to Oxfordshire County Council expressing the Parish Council’s dismay at the proposed closure of the Redbridge recycling site to the general public but he had received a reply saying that the closure will go ahead.

c.
The Clerk said Sovereign Playgrounds have been asked twice in the last two weeks to produce the quote for play area repairs but this has still not been received.

d.
Cllr Patrick said that he had represented the Parish Council at the recent meeting of the Baby & Toddler Group.

e.
Cllr Patrick asked if the Parish Council has contacted anyone following the letter from Mr V Luckett about flooding. The Chairman said that his understanding is that the landowner of the adjacent field is responsible for clearing the ditch and no further action is required, unless the problem occurs again.

3/11/4.

Declarations of Interest

None

3/11/5

County Councillor’s Report

County Councillor David Turner had sent his apologies for absence.
3/11/6

District Councillor’s Report

District Cllr Gillespie had asked the Clerk to read her report as follows: My motion to the Council for SODC to put in place a Wind Turbine policy/guidance was passed unanimously and I subsequently attended a seminar in London given by two specialist appeal barristers on the matter. Whilst being mindful of government guidance on the priority of these turbines, we have to ensure that they are erected only in the most appropriate places.

The zero Council Tax rise in 2011/12 has now been approved by the full Council. Our recycling rate was up to 74% in December and SODC is to be named as the second best council in the country for achieving this figure. In view of the large number of public holidays in April/May the Council is negotiating with Verdant to work on Friday 29 April even though it is the Royal Wedding day.

SODC has several prosecutions for fly tipping in progress.

3/11/7

Finance

Barclays Current Account at 28th February



£19,096.27

Barclays Tracker Account at 10th January



       £50.96

Bank of Ireland at 14th February




£40,013.71

Bank of Scotland (fixed deposit)




£50,548.34

The Clerk told the Council that the Bank of Ireland has agreed with his complaint about the reversion to a lower interest rate. The rate has now been marked back and £23.03 will be credited to the account in regards to the arrears of interest.

The following cheques were approved for payment:

Colorplus –Dec/Jan newsletter





£831.21

Oxford Green Belt Annual Sub.





  £15.00

Administration – February






  £44.72

G Russell – Clerk’s salary






£369.60

Garsington Village Hall – meeting room hire 6 months


£120.00

The Chairman reported to the Council upon some comments which had been received from Cyril Tomline, editor of Garsington News, which explained the details of the publication and printing process.

The Chairman has produced a detailed schedule of work to describe the duties to be performed by Ernie Tipping and this will be discussed.

An appeal from the Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice has been received. This will be circulated for comment and a decision at a future meeting.

The Clerk said that he would make a recommendation for the appointment of an Internal Auditor at the April meeting. Arrow Accounting, who had conducted the 2009/10 audit, could continue but he would like to see who else might be available.

3/11/8

Planning 

a.
Applications

P11/W0216 Guydens Farm Oxford Road

Change of use from office barn conversion to 2 x 4 bed open market infill houses. Erection of three intermediate affordable houses, 2 x 2 bed and 1 x 3 bed.

The Council recommended that this application be refused. While the Council had no objection to the proposed change of use it is opposed to the building of new dwellings in the Green Belt.

P11/W0184 98 Wheatley Road 

Extension of existing dropped kerb and creation of 2 no. off-road parking spaces to the front of the property.

The Council recommended that this application be approved, especially as the scheme is intended to get parked cars off the road.

b.
Other planning matters

The Council noted a report from the District Council concerning an enforcement investigation into an alleged change of use of land in Pettiwell to a taxi business. Recent observations had confirmed that there does appear to be taxi activity at the site and contact has been made with the owners to arrange a site visit.

3/11/9

Correspondence to Chairman and Clerk

a.
The Council considered an application from S & R Childs for a memorial headstone in the burial ground. The drawing of the proposed headstone was examined and the design was unanimously approved. The Clerk will inform the applicant.

b.
The latest Police report about incidents and criminal acts in the Parish had been received and circulated by email. The posters inviting nominations for Community Policing Awards will be displayed on the notice boards.

3.
An invitation to attend the Wheatley Park School Concert & Fireworks on 18th March will be passed to Cllr John Hieatt in the hope that he can attend.

4.
An invitation to the AGM of Campaign to Protect Rural England on 7th April has been received and will be circulated.

5.
The Clerk said that he had received the nomination papers for the May Parish Council Elections along with other information about making applications for postal votes etc. These details will be supplied to those councillors not able to be present this evening.

6.
The Council noted the Oxfordshire County Council campaign for higher Broadband speeds. The service in Garsington is no better than anywhere else.

3/11/10
Village Maintenance

The Clerk will circulate the quote from Sovereign Playgrounds as soon as it is received.

Queen Elizabeth Memorial – Playing Fields. Cllr Patrick recommended registering both Parsler’s Piece and the Playing Field and this was agreed. Applications for The Green and Phipps Well should also be considered. 

The Chairman said that recent building work at a property on The Green has damaged the grass and this needs to be reinstated.

3/11/11
Sports & Social Club Lease

The Parish Council’s discussions with the Sports & Social Club have reached a point where both sides have now stated their opening negotiating positions. It is hoped that further progress can be made that will ultimately lead to an agreement and the parties are continuing to communicate through their legal advisers.

3/11/12
Village Hall: Result of Ballot

The result of the ballot was 124 votes in favour of the proposed refurbishment and 5 votes against; so the Parish Council now has the necessary mandate from residents to release funds subject to Council approval of the business plan and agreement about the terms of the payment.

The Council noted that the South Oxfordshire District Council’s Community Investment Fund is now open for applications requesting over £15,000 (up to a maximum of £100,000) with the closing day being Friday 8 April.

3/11/13
Arrangements for Annual Parish Meeting

It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting should precede April meeting of the Parish Council. It will therefore take place in the Village Hall on Monday 4th April commencing at 7.30 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.27 p.m.

